To the Pious oy 
Country Pariſhioner. 


Mo NG all the Works of the crea- 
ing Wiſdom, the moſt exalted and 
W nobleſt, the moſt Godlike of any in 

this lower World, is Man: He, by © 

ii = the Bounty of his Maker, has an 

accomplifſh*d Body, and an immortal Spirit, little. 

inferior to the blefſed Angels: The whole Univerſe 
is made io ſerve bim here, and Heaven pro- 
vided to glorify him bereaſter. A conſidering 

Man cannot but bluſh and «weep for Grief, at the 

extreme Blindneſs.of Mankind, io ſee how childiſh-- 

ly they prefer poor fleeting Satisfactions, before. 
thoſe that are laſting, ſolid, and eternal. The- 
pooreſt Peaſant in your Pariſh (though the Greah. 
may look on bim with Scorn) bas an immortal. 

Soul, worth more than this World, and all its 

finful Glories ; and if be will live in obedience 10 

God's Laws, and die in bis Favour, ſhall riſe 

ain, and rejoice for ever. Do you then af. 
like a Man, and,. what is more, like a Chriſtian, 
| that you loſe not your Hope in ſo glorious an En- 
lerprize, Elernity's at flake, and Heaven's the. 
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Reward : That Heaven, for which many | boly 
Men and Women have ſpent all their ſpare: 
Time; that Heaven, for which Martyrs have. 
laid down their dearef Lives: This Heaven is 
freely offer*d to you. How is it that you, who in 
the Country ſo vebemently apply your ſelf to 
earthly Affairs, are fo prodigiouſly fleepy in Mat- 
ters of hbeauenly ? That you waſte your ſelf in 
daily Foil and Sweat, for the fading Poſſeſſions 
of this Life; and expreſs ſo little Concern for 
that happy bliſsful State, which ſhall never, ne- 
der have an end. *Tis not ſo in other Matters. 
Behold ! the buſy Contriver will buſtle through 
all Difficulties to bring about his Deſigns. The 
Aimnbitious ſpends reſtleſs Days, and ſleepleſs 
Nights, to raiſe himſelf io a_Poſt of Honour. 
Tou in the Country continually riſe early, ſweat 
and toil to ſupport your ſelf, or increaſe your 
Acres of Land. Thus do Men of all Ranks, 
with great Application, beſtow their Thoughts 
and Labours on Matters in which Mortality 
ic concern'd, and ſadly neglett the wei gbtier 
Matters of Eternity. 
Du cannot but have beard, how many and 
great diſtant Nations live and die without the 
Knowledge of the true God; you pity, you be- 
wail their Ignorance : But what will be their 
| Caſe when not one Ray of heavenly Light dub 
guide their Minds, or open their Eyes io ſee 


the wwendrous Things of God's Law, we cannot 


determine. But certainly, they who boaſt of 
the glorious Title of being Chriſtians, and lead 
Lives contrary to that holy Profeſſion, are in a 
"a eworſe State than 4 Heathen or Infidel i 2 " 
1 | d, 


— 


\ 


Country Pariſhioner. v 


S God, who ſaw that Men would fooliſhly caft away 
1 themſelves, by doating on the Follies 5. this va 
Life, has by the greateſt Hopes and greateſt Fears, 
and all the wiſe Aris of Love, endeavour*d 10 

reſcue them from Ways that load to Deſtruction. 

He ſtrictly commands Parents, Maſters of Fa- 
milies, and Paſtors of the Goſpel, io quicken your 
Apprehenſions. of Sin, and fhew the uninſtructed 
Soul the dreadful Conſequences of it. 

And many good People, by an unblemiſÞ*d Life ; 
by publick and private Perſuaſives, by writing 
Devotional 7 realiſes, Have, and ſtill 4 e dea- 
vour to tear away that thick Veil which clouds 
their UnderFandings, 

The Age we live in (Thanks be to God ) abounds 
with pious Books; and *tis to be hoped that the 
World is beller'd by them, If ſome ſhall therer 
fore cenſure this Performance as unneceſſary, 
ſay, that 1 do not remember to have ſeen any'Traf 
of this nature, which contains in ſo narrow a com- 
paſs, all the Duties requiſite to Salvation. Beſides, 
ſome People like one Boot, ſome another: What 
does not affett one, may fenſt tbly tourh another, 
This Variety is here put into one Manual, that by 
:ts Cheapneſs and Brevity it may be purchaſed, or 
peruſed by ſuch as have not 2 'ortune 10 go-to the 
Price of, or Leiſure to turn over many Treatiſes, 
If but one Sinner ts reclaimed,” the Author has his 
eward ; and he bopes be ſhall be able alwsys to 
bear any Repraach, when the Providence of Ged 
offers bim an Opportunity of doing God. 
No Words can expreſs of how great Uſe theſe 
Breathings of the Soul towards God will be, to 


Preſerve you in a devout Frame at all Times, ans 


A 
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in all Places. For what Temptation - can come | 
within the Man that is well fortified, and upon 
his guard all the Day log * Many Enemies have 
you to ſtruggle with; Enemies that are continu- | 

ally ative and induſtrious to lay Baits, and ſuggeſt 
Temptations to rob you of your Innocence; and your | 
treacherous Heart will be too apt to join in yy 
deracy againſt your ſelf. Think, wary” 0 a 
Country Man, for it concerns you nearly; think + 
#hat the Time will quickly come, when your Fleſh, | 
after all your Care of it, will ſink into a noiſome | 
Carcaſe, and be only Food for Worms, Spend. 
#berefore, fome ire Hours in adorning your Saul 
with good Works, and rendring it agreeable in the © 
Sight of God, and his holy Angels, 9 5 whom 
i muſt appear, and perhaps very ſoon. For, how 
often do you bear of People ſnaleb'd away by fud- 
den Death? This may be your unhappy Caſe ; be 
therefore always prepar d. *Tis the great Arti- 
fice of the Devil to perſuade you, that lis time 
enough to be pious: But God bas made the Hour 
of Death uncertain, that you may be ready when- 
ever he ſummons you out of this Life. When once 
are laid in the Grave there is no Repentance-: 

| Hs Death receives you, ſo Judgment will find you. 

Think how diſmal will be that Day, when bold, 
profligate Sinners ſhall be ſeparated from the Godly, 
and for ever baniſb d the Sight and Preſence of 
Gold; "when they ſhall be abandon d 10 the T1 of 
Devin to all Eternity. 

On the other ſide; lift up your 255 by Faith, 
150 youll ſee, that they who have done well, 
have the Honour of officiating with Patriarchs : 
885 and Propbeis, of conver i 8 with Saints and Mar- 

| tyrs, 
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tyrs, and all your dear Friends and Relations de- 
parted hence in the Lord. 

3 ?Tis. the Deſign of this little Book, to awaken: 

i the Unthinking into Conſideration lo fiir up yon 

Parents, and Guardians, and Tutors, io tabs care 

of all commited to your Charge, If by your Neg 

ligence, bad Example, or ill Condudt, Abe Souls 
of your Children ſhall periſh, God will ſeverely 
reckon with you one Day; and may juſtly re- 

quire their Blood at your Hands, This T ö 

ſbould make them-irembie, who uſe few or no En- 

3 deavenrs to correct their Children, Relations, or 

1 Servants; but out of a cruel Fondneſs gratifſy 
their Humours, and ſuffer them without check 
10 go on in Lying, Curſing, and Railing, and all 
impious Courſes, till at laſt they grom bold. in 
WWickedneſs. Too many have no higher Aims. in 
teaching Children, than what will qualify them 
for Trades and Employments, or Vanity and 
Pride. Indeed, were Men deſign*d only for this 
Life, it were enough that they were educated. ar- 
cording to the Maxims of this Life: But we are, 
born to the Hopes of a better World; and there- 
fore ſhauld be train'd up in the Practice of ſuch 
Things as will qualify us for the Lumet, * a 
fulure bappy State, _ 

But if before you learn theſe Rules, you 5 
you want to be fully convine'd that-tbere is a Liſe 
after. this, pray conſider ſeriouſly,» and anſioer 
theſe Rueſtions: Whence came this beautiful 
Structure of the World ? What preferves it in 
this regular Order? Who is it that beaulified 

_ the ſtately Canopy of Heaven with the ſhining 
Stars a Who is ut that direfts the Sun to run 
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his regular Courſe, and the Moon to obſerve ber 
different Motions? Mbo gave you your Being? 
tour Soul could not make it ſelf. Reaſon, as well 
as Revelation, aſſure you, that it muſt be infuſed 
by God. If ſome ignorantly affirm, that the 
Morld bas been as it is from all Eternity, J an- 
(wer, That no rational Creature can think ſo: 


For, if Men have increaſed from all Eternity, 


as they. do now, a thouſand Worlds would not 


contain all Mankind, Beſides, you may be aſ- 
| fared that the World had a Beginning, from the | 


late Invention of Arts and Sciences, which could 
nos have lain hid if Men had been ſearching for 


them from all Eternity. We know alſo, what 


Lmprovements have been made in Trade and Com- 


merce; no ſmall, Proof that the World bad a Be- 
Linning, and it could not be at firſt made, witbout 
 aninfinitely wiſe and perfect Author, _ 


As to our Chriſtian Religion, tis built on-ſuch 


firm Principles, that it muſt convince all who are 


sHtbin the Power of Perſuaſion. For, that Chriſt 
came from Heaven to reveal God's Will to Mau- 
kind; that lo gain Belief to his Doctrine, he 
wrought great, nay, aſtoniſhing Miracles; fore- 
told future Events : That be roſe from the Dead, 
and was ſeen by many, who died Martyrs to the 


Truth of what they aſſerted: All theſe 7 bings the 


moſt bitter Enemies of Chriſtianity have readily 


confejs'd. Tf you are not convinc'd by all this, I 


can't ſee bow bis poſſible io prove any one Matter 


of Halt in the whole World. To this may be 


added the incredible Progreſs. of our Religion, 
through all Obſtrucions, without Force of Arms, 
er Countenance. from the Civil Power, And bow 


an avzing ; 
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amaxing is it, that a Doftrine ſo contrary to Fleſh 
and Blood, ſhould be propagated 7 a company of . 
plain and illiterate Men, who had neither Power 
10 force, nor Eloquence to perſuade Men to em- 
brace it? The moſt barbarous and ſinful People 
were brought to profeſs the Goſpel, maugre all the 
Oppoſition that the World, the Fleſh, and the 
Devil, could make againſt it. | 
Conſider the Force of theſe ſhort Arguments, 
and you will be ſaliged, that Chriſt alone is 
the Way to Life. And I hope the following 
Rules will infallibly guide you to Salvation. To' 
encourage you immediately to ſet about the pious 
Work, J affirm that the Per fo tines will be very 
eaſy ; for you may lift up your Thoughts, and con- 
verſe with Heaven, even while you are bog 
the Plough: E 
The learning a lillle at a 8 of theſe Ejacu- 
lations and Prayers, Will be at firſt eaſy; and the 
daily De of them will ſoon make you parſer, and 
the Fruit of them will abide for ever. The Devil 
and impiedent Sinners will perſuade you, that lis 
needleſs to be upon your Guard; or that evil Ha- 
bits may without trouble be conquer*d; but never 
mind that lying Spirit, nor lying Sinners; avoid 


them as you Av AY the Plague. Miſely raiſe yours _ 1 


Courage, and firmly reſol ve to do your Dutyr I 

there is a Difficulty at firſt, hold out a little whiles 

Cuſtom, and the Grace of God, will quickly make 
it eaſy and pleaſant, Set before you the Example 
of the Saints of God. The Saints near allied to you, 
are now in Bliſs and Happineſs; yet they once, like 
you, lived in this Valley of Tears. They ſtrove 
with the ſame Difficulties that you do. Cd. who 
a 3 g enabled 


„ö«‚u/ͤO % Pons, '&7; 
enabled them to overcome, will alſo ſtrengtben yo, 
enabling you to be more than Conquerors, 1 
May that God, who made Light to come out 
of Darkneſs, and can ali bring Knowledge out of | 
Ignorance, command bi race to pierce your 
Heart with his inlivening Influence, that you may 
with as ardent'D-ſires labour for unfading Trea- 
ſures in Heaven, as you do for periſhing Treaſures - | 
upon Earth ; then, when you are freed from the | 
Bondage of the Fear of Death, you ſhail mate 
one with the Spirits of jaſt Men made perfect; then * 
ſhall your dear Saviour ſay, Come, pious Soul, 
I'will receive thee into my Throne; come, 
and rejoice before me, with the Angels; come, 
after long Toils and many Dangers, enter 
thou into the Joy of thy Lord: A Joy which 
no Man taketh from thee, That you may ſ6 
4, and be at laſt ſo bleſsd, God of his Mercy 
wad. Amen, e 
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MEDITATION. 


LMIGHTY God, the 3 
Maker of Heaven and Earth, 
| hath given me an Immortal 

Soul: Made me Lord over all 

his re here below, little inferior 

to the bright Angels: All this hath in- 
finite Goodneſs -) any ; not for any Merit 
in me, but for his own exceſſive Charity. 

What Returns have I made ? Have I well 


— 


conſidered the Ends of my Being, and. 


faithfully complied with the , gracious, 
Ways found out 75 fave me? Ah wretched. 
Man that T am! I have forgotten the 
God that made me, and fill'd my Head 
with TholFhts that are unprofitable and 
vain; and Which, in time, Will bring me 
to Grief and Re entance. My chief 
Affair in this World, I now Mech is to 
A my God, . ove * Soul. But, 145 
o 


bor have I been loſt in Fleſh and Senſe; 3 


2 MEDITATION. 


how ſottiſhly deluded with Dirt, havin 
not a due Regard for a future endleſs 
State] I cannot accuſe my {elf of Sloth ; 
I take Pains enough, * ri iſe, and late 
30 to ſleep, and eat the EF] of Care 
and Sorrow ; and why all this Pains, but 
to make an earthly Purchaſe ? What 
ſearching of Titles, what learned Coun- 
cil, what Care in ſafely laying up of 
Deeds and Writings? O ſenſeleſs Stupi- 
dity of me the ſame Perſon in things re- 
lating to the Soul! A Kin aeg the 
nobleſt of all, is offer'd to me by Jeſus 
* Chriſt. 
hleſſed God! how eaſy d how feet 


: are thy Commands ! Half thoſe Pains 


| devout y taken for my own true Happi- 
gneſs, would make me a glorious Salat! 
pr all would think of this in time, and 
F confider the Happineſs that follows an 
early Piety ; what Peace to themſelves, 
What Joy to God and Chriſt, to An gels 
ad good Men ! A young Perſon enclos'd 
Temptations on every fide, NI 
1din g out againſt the moſt violent 


: | faults; one in the Flower of his Age, in 


vited by ſmiling Pleaſure, by the Devil, 
and all the bewitching Vanities of this | 
1 Life, to ſtop his Ears to all theſe " 
bl 1 


MEDITATION. I 
and cleave ſtedfaſtly to God; nay, to look 
down with Scorn on theſe alluring Offers; 
and fay, Let thoſe adore Vanities, who 
know no better; let them be drawn aſide 
by frothy Pleaſures, who are ignorant of 
the ſolid [Pibaſites of Religion ; as for me 
and my Houſe, we will ſerve "the Lats * 2 
m_ 1s a glorious Sigh bel and tho' this 
may ſeem, in the Eyes of the. . © 
lead 61 ſelf and all the World ; 
he ſhall in the laſt Day ſhine like a Star, 
w reſt with God in immortal Peace. 
A Religious Courſe of Life, tis own'd, | 
may bring on the. Pious the Caluinnies 4 
of Men, who, in Contempt will call 
them preciſe ; if this is your: iſe, be not 


diſcourag'd ; Ft a due ue u the 
Teſtimony of your Hob Talns units i 


the . See of the 
8 of Hearts, who Ne e il to 
commend and reward what bold Sinners 
condemn. Call all the Pleafures of the | 
World before thee: aſk” the forbidden 
_ if they deſerve thy Love more 

than iy Maker doth; if they will be 
your? Beneficial to thee than thy Redeem- | 
er; if they can ſpeak Comfort to thee at } 
the Traut of Death, 0 or plead thy Cauſe f 
_ at nie Day of Judgment: On 5 
thai alone that Will yield: you true 
Ea 2 Advan- 


1 MEDITATION. 


1 or Delight. You may have 
Wit and Senſe, Credit and Honour, 4 
beautiful Houſe and a large Farm; but 
what will become of all theſe A 
ments? You muſt ſoon Die, and be 
Judg'd; then the Enquiry, upon which 
all your Affairs will turn, is not how great, 
How rich, how eſteemed you was; but 
how pious and deyout you have been. 
Oh, then be as diligent to adorn your 
| Mind with Virtues, as you are to raiſe an 
Eſtate ; then you will have a Recompence 
_ which will never, never leave you. Coud 
2 ſee the Milerable! in their Flames, or 
ear them howl in the midſt of their 
Torments, you wou'd not follow them 
in their Sins, which brought. them to ſo 
great 5 5 One Hour in thoſe dread- 
ful Pains anc e 18 more intollera- 
ble than an Age of © orrowing for your 
paſt Tranſgreſſions, and a Change of Life 

which you gr gad. 1 am farpriz. With 
Amavement, that Creatures endu'd with 
Reaſon, don't. aftner think on the dread- 
ful Circumſtances of theſe Totments. 
8 But they will not ſuffer the Thou ht of 
| ' Hell to dwell upon their Spirits, leſt it 
ſhould be a Check to their darling Plea- 
| ſures, Who wou'd fle in Sin one Night, 
Z Ance e wa be the haſt? __ 


* 
4; 


MEDITATION. * 
I die with Guilt upon my Soul, fearful 
will be my Doom, I ſhall have a judge 
whoſe Knowledge cannot deceive, 
whoſe Juſtice 1 cannot bribe, whole In- 
dignation I cannot appeaſe, whoſe Sen- 
tence J cannot alter. O what will the 
Sinner do in that important Day]! All 
things cry Vengeance round about him, 
and nothing will give him the leaſt Con- 
ſolation. _ Above, he ſees a Judge full of 
Wrath at his Crimes: below, Hell opens: 
its Mouth ready to receive him; wicked 
Spirits will, with bitter Scofts, drag him 
to Torments. 22 
On the other f 7% N you. ſes the 
Glories of the Saints and ee and 
fulty know their happy State, how weuld 
you ſtudy to imitate their Lives, that you. 
might el ' ft attain their Joys? O What 
a 5. 5 Day will that be, when your 
Sout ſhall be conducted to Heaven, and 
receiv'd there with Cherubims and Sera 
phims, Patriarchs and Prophets, and all 
the Saints of God! What Joy vill your 
Soul receive, when it ſhall Ve Brough be. 
fore the Scat and Majeſty of the Blefled 1 
Trinity? There all your good Works, 
and Sufferings for the Sake 85 God, {ball 
be e and rewarded; then ſhall you 
blef the bappy Hour, in which vou 
B 3 re 


1 * 


Y Throw out the evil Thoughts rs defile 


F 6 MED. ITATION. 
reſolv'd to forſake Sin, and keep God's 
Laws. For, now, you are out of all Dan- |} 
gers for ever; your only Work is to re- 


joice, to triumph, to ſing Hallelujahs 
to the Lamb that hath brought you to 


this Happineſs, How will your Bliſs be 
increas'd, when you find all. your godly 
Friends in Heaven, your Father and Mo- | 
ther, Brethren and Siſters, and Crowns | 
of Glory ; fet on their Heads ! . The only 

Way * obtain all theſe Bleſſings is by 
a virtuous holy Life: Up then, and 
be doing, reſolve to break off your old 
darling Vices this very Day, and prefer 
the Mournings of a pious Penitent, be- 
fore the vain Noiſe of an unthinking Life. 


the Soul; be often upon your Knees con- 
feſſing your K. ; obſerve 77 following 
Rules, ſo ſhall you walk before God as 
Enoch did, all the Day long, and then. 


you may be aſſur d at laſt to have eternal 
| Hort 0 all the Faithful, _ | 


De PRAYER. oe 
5 Ktermi and Ge Lord 
God, who art the ſame Yeſterday, to 
Day, and for ever, be pleas'd to give ſome 
Part of that Stedfaſtneſs to me, thy poor 
Creature, who am Ar. inconſtant and 
4 vain. 


* 
* 


M EBD O N. H% Av 
vain. Behold with Pity and Compaſſion 
the Dangers to which the Frailty of our 
Nature is perpetually expos d. The Darts 
of Satan are diſcharg d ſo thick, ſo fierce, 
and yet ſo ſecret, that even the Favou- 
rites of Heaven are hurt by them. O 
State full of Hazard, full of Horror! 
Keep me therefore, Lord, from the Snares 
of Companions, who would inveigle me 
to Sin. Let no Terrors or Flatteries, ei- 
ther of the World or my own Fleſh, ever 
draw me from my Obedience to thee; 
but grant I may remain ftedfaſt, unmove- 
able, always abounding in the Work of the 
Lord; fo ſhall I all my Days feed on 52 4 
pleaſant Fruits of Piety, and the heavenly 
Feaſt of a good Conſcience, and at 15 7 
arrive at the Kingdom of Heaven; that 
bleſſed Kingiom, where I can be no more 
expos'd to Temptations, : but where : 
ſhall be Joy and Love and Peace, and a 4 
endure for eternal Ages. . 2 
The Lord God of Heaven give me 
Grace to reſolve wiſely, and uſe the 
Means to this bleſſed End. Amen, * Fo 


WE E k. DAT. 


Ia the Morning, when gon find your ſelf reſreſh's 
with Sleep, ſafe from the Dangers of Fire, Thieves, 
- Storms, and every y fa Accident; when you conſt» 
der alſo, how many have 1 that Night in rack- 
4 
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ing Thoughts and languiſhing Diſtempers.; and how 
many Souls were ſummon'd from their Bodies to 
appear before God, and that you are ſpared; fill 
your Memory with all theſe Wonders of Love, 
and enter upon the Day with an Act of Piety 
ſtrive with all your might to keep ſinful Thoughts 
out of your Mind, and preſent your firſt Fruits to 
God, and there will be no room for the unclean 
_ Spirit to enter into your Soul, | 


en you firft i. 
LL Glory. be to the ever bleſſed 
1 Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt ; Amen. I bleſs thy Name, O Lord, 
for watching over me this Night, and 
bringing me to ſee the Comforts of ano- 
ther Day. I will therefore praiſe the 
Name, of the Lord from the riſing up of 
the Sun; unto the going down thereof. 


Being moderately refreſh'd, riſe early; this will 
Joe. looſe, vain Thoughts, which might riſe in 
the Mind. Beſides, too much Sleep will hinder the 
„Works of your Calling; hurt the Brain, and be, in 

many reſpects, prejudicial to your Health. If a plen- 
ttiful Eſtate hath ſet you above hard Work, yet you 
have ſomething to do, Manage your Affairs to the 
beſt Advantage; govern and inſtruct your Family : 
make Peace in your Neighbourhood ; and not waſte 

r Time, the moſt- valuable Thing in the World, 
in unaccountable Sloth, or Diverſions. You have a 
Soul, and as you hope to fave that Soul, ſerve God, 
pray, read, meditate, &c. and you have Work 
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l wo 
"White you get 3 ; 

A 15 1 Hake” riſe from my Bed, G 1901 . 
| one Day: riſe from 1 ay 'Grave ; Lord, 
give me Grace, that T:r may. Ce) live here, 
5 to obtain A joytul Reſurrection. . 1 oY 


When you Dreſs. © 


Am now covering ny Body with theſe 
Garments; O Lord, cClothe m 
with tlie Robes of Rightecuſpefs. Fs 
Here reflect Nn the true End of Cloathing 3 
which Was to preſerve Modeſty and Health. In 
your Dreſſing let e eee, — 
er oe 0h 1 n 10 01916914 d 
eie . MI ben) you Waſh: 2 bo ns 


\ Waſh me Mong from my Wie- 
kedneſs, and cleanſe me from m | 
Sin, Make me a clean Heart, 08 ad; 
and 'renew a.right Spirit, Within me... yy” 
Alt the ,intermediate ime, think on ſome- of 
God's gloriqus Attributes, as of his infinite Purity 
that Oy te all filthy Pollutions: Of, his Power, of 
bis Preſence, that he is about thy 7 ath and thy Bed; 


of his Omniſcien that be 8 the ecr Bag 
your. 1 15 and. TA NE muſt one Day. le wed 


% 
count of ions at his Tribunal Thus, ii 
good * TR IT 

wicked Suggeſtions 0 


ts firſt, 11 yo your Mind. ie * 1 
Satan will de kept out. 

In ben yon ſirſt go abroad, or. | 

Ba be thy Name, O Lord, for the 


p 1 


0 
1 3# 


pe the Light. 
lorious Sun; whoſe chearfub Beams 


enliven the whole Earth. O may this 
0-5 Light 


% WEEK-DATL. | 


Light never ſee me do any Work of 


2 Thine Eye, Oran, ten thou- 
d times more iercing tl than 1e Sun, 1 is 
ever upon me. "Gi me Grace always. to 
walk as a Child of the Light, that I may 


dwell in the Regions of eternal Day. 


ae * A SORES iÞpÞDl? «a4 — — 


e if ci take cathy to/ ſome privaf 
Place, ,and no anore forget your daily Deygtioh,, | 
than you do your daily Bread, If you, have a Fa | 
mily, call them together, and by Prayer, * 

your. Affairs, and their Affairs, to the Bleſk 
tat God who interpoſeth in all his —.— * 

Plead not Muiltiplicity of Buſineſs for your 
5 Nee: The greater, or more entangled: ysur Af- 
fairs are, the more you want. a higher Aſſiſtance; 
1 and this is to be obtain only by „„ ror on 
We, alas! are poor, weak, and neceſſitous Crea- 
tures, and tis this fervent Prayer that brings down 
all manner of Bleſſings, T expporn Spiritual, and 
: EE, And to induce. you. with the moſt rais 
Joy and Chearfulneſs to erorm this Duty 555 Pra vhs 
think bleed 2 F »NouT 2 tigh D ignity. you 
Will recei For, is it not an Honour 952 a 
worthleſs 15 eren wage to talk, and freely 

converſe with his great ( Yreator ? Is it not an e. 
for vile Worms, 7 Tu and 2 Gn 

wed the Privik ng Acceſs, ut 
to the ſupreme” e of if 118 th; 4 2 
make known to bir "ou 1 Wantz, on RS 
| Diſtreſſes, and hereby" to obtain the Supply of our 
INS _ the. ene opt Calamities? | | 
But to the Honour, add t reat Delight 3 
Pleaſure reſulting from conſtant Pires. For, what 
can be more pleaſurable, than to maintainaiconftan 


e * * * and moſt rene of 
Beings ? 


.* 


| 
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; than to hold Communion: wich you r Crea- 
tor, = Redeemer, and continual Benefactor; 
and by this to have the Emanations of God's 
Love derived down upon you? What can be a 

ter Refreſhment to your Mind, than to disburden 
it of the heavy Weight of Guilt, by a free and in- 
genuous an thereof, by humble pray- 
ing for Forgiveneſs of the ſame ? In ſhort,' what 
more delightful, than to vent your Grief, your Fears, 
5 Wants, your Anxieties, into the Ears of your 
venly Father? One fo tender, fo true to his 
Word: One fo able and ſo excceding]y willing to 
Tugply all your Wants. 
Since then, all kind of Blefinge, all 3 


nations, the entire Completion of our Life of Grace, 


depend entirely on the Aid of Heaven, and this is to 
be derived thence Ry at be aſſiduous, ' diligent 
and fervent in this Duty; call home your ſtraggling 
Thoughts; fix your Attention; raiſe and infa 


your pious Affections; then your religious Addreſs 1 


ſhall prove the fervent, effectual Prayer of the Righs 
teous, which availeth much. „„ OR. 
Thus, if you daily pour out your, Soul to God, 5 
in humble eee and gratulatory Praiſes, 0 9 
the End of , your, Days; you will be taken up ig 
Heaven; and there be j Join n'd to the eternally praiſing 
worſhipping, and adoring Choir of ſia” San "i 
N . Form ſhall diſcou b and 3g * 
want of a Form diſcourage 45 2 1 
bave no other Book, uſe this Gee 1 Wy 4 
MORNING-PRA ＋ E K. 


II. a Tan inſtead of J, ſay Ee; 1 1 
* e, Us, Fr . | 1 
N the Name of the Father, and af t 0 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. Amen, 
LEN be the holy and undivided Trinity. 
195 * ny bo, Amen. 


12 WEEK-DAY. 
Amen. All Glory be to thee, O Father | 


. of Mercies, who haſt lighten d mine Eyes 
that I llept not in Death; and delivered 
me from the Terrors of the Night, and 
from the Evil that walketh in Darkneſs ; 
who reneweſt thy Mercies to me every 
Morning. Lord, forgive whatever thou 
haſt ſeen amiſs in me this Night. For- 
give all my former Sins: all my Abuſes 
of thy Forbearance and Long-ſuffering: 
O grant me Grace to improve all future 
Opportunities, that thy Love and thy 

Fear may rule in my Heart all the Day 
long. O Lep me chaſte in my Thoughts, 


＋ in my Enjoyments, humble 


e Opinion of my ſelf, meek and 
ens under all Provocations, juſt and 


upright in all my Dealings; and diligent 


in all my Affairs; and teach me content- 
1 edly to ſubmit to whatever happens, ei- 


1 | Alotment of thy wite Providence. 
F Suffer not my Heart to be ſet too much 
4 upon the things of this World; but grant 


that I may be chiefly careful to fit my Soul 


for Bliſs in the Glories of thy Kingdom. 


O merciful Father, I — beſeech 
thee to. bleſs and defend thy holy Catho- 
Bek Church; that, in a more eſpecial 


ner 55 ef Which I am a Member. 


1 8 Herein | 


to my ſelf, of to others, by the | 
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NA If 
erein ſave our Sovereign Lord King 
7 EORGE,; their Royal Highneſſes 
rederick Prince of Vals, the Princeſs 
of Wales, the Duke, the Princeſſes, 
and all the Royal Family. Give to the 
Gentry and Magiſtra "Zeal for Reli- 
gion; to all Jes, Turks, Infidels and 
Hereticks, dies Mong 3 and - to all un- 
happy Sinners, timely Repentance; and 
to all holy Perſons, Increaſe of Grace. 
Comfort the Diſconſolate, eaſe the Sick, 
be a Father to the Fatherleſs, and take 
care of deſolate Widows. - 
I beſeech thee, O merciful God, that 
it would pleaſe thee to forgive my E Ene- | 
mies, Perſecutors and Slanderers ;, te- 
member not their Offences, neither take. 
thou Vengeance of their Sins. Lay not 
to their Charge, whatever they have ſaid F 
againſt me y Servant, who have al 
atly offended thy Maj jeſty ; open then 3% 
yes, that they may fee the Error of their 1 
ways, and repent; that weEmay live to· 
gether in Peace here, and gy e 4 
in Heaven hereafter. on 
* Bleſs my Friends and Benefactorb . 
pecially N.] to whom by a kind Act 
of Providence, Iam in a e b. A 
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14 E E R- DAT. 
Let it be thy good Pleaſure to bleſs 
my Relations ¶ name them] thou Wert 
their Wants, O ſuit th datt and Bleſ- 
fings to their ſeveral | ecefſities of Body 
and Soul. 
. 1 Defend, O Lord, me thy Servant, with 
thy heavenly Grace, that I may continue 
thine. for ever, and daily increaſe in thy 
Holy Spirit more and more, until I come 
unto thy everlaſting Kingdom. Amen. f 


Our Father which art, Sc. 


HE Bleſſing of God Almighty, Fa a- 
1 ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, be with 
me, and reſt upon me, and all related to 
me, this Day and evermore. Amen. 
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lere, and always when you ariſe from Prayer, 
b Ne yew? 2 very dere and . up your * 
72 2 be to thee, O God moſt Hig * 
and blefled be the Name of the 
| Ford for ever. Amen. | | 


* When you by ſudden od 1 Buſineſ 
called away, your Devotion, muſt not, on any dae 
be neglected: Retire then, if poſlible, Jr} 
ments; and when your Prayers are ens 
Hur Devotion be great; beg of Sean 
70 F Soul with a lively nſe of his Glory: N 
"pwn Good. Children, or ha Servants 
; Wn o_ this | WAL 
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— . Lad God Almighty, 

I for. refreſhing me this Night with 
Sleep, and preſerving me from all Perils 
of Darkneſs; I humbly commend my ſelf 
to thy watchful Providence this Day, be- 
Grin e to i and 3＋ me 
from al als im and ſo to rule and 
lead me, Wo all 8 r Words, 
and Works, may tend to the Glory of thy 
Name, the Diſcharge of my int Du- 
ties, and the Salvation of my Soul. Ex- 
tend, O gracious Father, thy Pity to all 
Mankind; be merciful to the Catholick 
Church; eſpecially to that ſound Part 
wn I belong. Herein for his Ma-. 

King Gro, their Royal High- 
ee Fry Prince of, Wales, the A 
Princeſs, of Wales, | the Duke}ithe Prin» 
ceſſes, and all the Royal Family ; for their 
Miniſters in Ch urch and State: Lord, give 9 
them all G in their ſeveral Stations, © 
promote thy Glory and the Publick Good; 

Bleſs all my Kindred, reward my Friends 
and Bene factors: Forgive all my Enemies, 
. "py their Hearts, that their Bu 
1 7 be ved. Be merciful to all thatare TE f 
er under Pains and Diſeaſes.  * 
rr d * them, 1 


— 
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to their Want and thy Mercy. Accept, 

O gracious Father, this Morning dacri- 

fice of moſt humble Thanks for all thy 
Bleſſings; but above all, for giving "thy 
only Son to die for me; for his heavehdly 
Doctrine to inſtruct me; for all the Helps 
of Grace, and Hopes of Heaven. Praiſe 

E the ord: O my Soul, and all that is 
F— within me, praiſe his holy Name. 


Our Father which art, Ge. 
* Bg and Glory, Thankſgiving * 
5 Praiſe, more than I can ſpeak or con- 
deive, be unto thee, O moſt adorable Tri- 
k.- nity, F ather, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, by all 
= the World for ever and ever. Amen. 


Happy they who can ſpare a little Time for Read- 
ing; which is as neceſſary to nouriſh the Soul, as 
Food is to ſuſtain the Body. , The New Teſtament, 
and ſuch Portions of the Old, as contain the Pre- 
= cepts of an Holy Life, will give you ee” TRINITY 
©. 1 Advantage. But pray thus, 
* Bere Reading. IE | 
CAN Lord, the Fountain of all: Wiſdom. 
2d enlighten my dark Mind, and let 
XJ thy. Holy Spirit direct, guide, and aſſiſt 
me. Open thou mine Eyes, chat I may 
ſiee the wondrous things o thy Law z ans 
remember and practiſe thy poly Woe 
that it may make me wiſe unto Salva 
| for Chriſt Its ke,” —» _ 


7 


x 
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If Time will let you read anly a Quarter of an 
our, you will receive great Profit, eſpecially if you 
Jigeſt it, by ſerious Meditation: God has given his 
oly Word to guide and direct us; and how can we 
diſcharge our Duties both to God and Man, unleſs we 
ſearch into thoſe Fountains from whence Knowledge 
flows ? In the Scriptures are the IFords of Eternal 
Life, and the Threatnings of eternal Death. When 
you take the holy Bible into your hands, raiſe your 
Thoughts; let the Sacred Oracles of God awaken 
you to Sorrow and Share, for the Sins you have 
committed, and prevail with you to forſake them. 
While you are reading, be humble, and conſider that 
God freaks to your: When he commands, ſay, FO 


Lord: give me Grace to obey this 
Command. | 

When you read of bis Threats or La” TW 

Deliver me, O Lord, from this Judg- 
wm | 


Let 5 Inſtances of his Mer excite our hanks © ' 
fulneſs thus, q! : * 


K Glory be to thee, © Lord, bor this. 
Mercy. 
After Read ng. 


O0 Lord, So the good Seed of Truth” 4 
#1 


5. 
% 4 
. 4 


in my Heart; 5 fo water it with. 

the Dew o thy bleſſed Spirit, that at all” 

times I may. bring woe the F ruit 91 0 an 
holy Life. 

Us that ſays, Be . in Nabe ay als Br, 

2 in in ſnd Go therefore to your honeſt © 


atch againſt all Temptations which 
we Come e youu with, the Place you are in, or 


1 he 
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the 
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the Work and Calling you are about, may expo 


os! of pp ou-muſt work for your Bread, be n not diſcon- 
ten b 


_ cured from Multitudes of Temptations ; and we daily 


; expoſes Men. Therefore, 


* 9 
n * , 
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you to. If you are obliged to converſe wh wran 
gling ng, lewd, or drurfken Companions, be upon you 

ard : diſpatch your Buſineſs, and leave their Con- 
verſation. Fly their Company as you would the 
Plague. Why ſhould you loſe your Senſes, and 
your Souls, for ſuch wrewked Men ? 


| ut rather bleſs God that he has ſecured you. 
from Ldlenefs. the Root of all Evil. Millions now 

in Bliss and Glory, thank God for the Bleſſing of an 
Employment here on Earth, by which they were ſe- 


ſee (and grieve to ſee) to haw many Dangers Idleneſs 


When you begin your bonef Labour, ven 


for a Bleſing. 
O Lord, who doſt in Wiſdom appoint 


various Orders of Men, teach me to 
obey thy Heavenly Will ; to diſcharge the 
Duties of my Calling; and avoid all 
Cheating, Lying, and Deceit. Give me 
Grace, that I may entirel N depend _ 
+» thy Blefling for the Succeſs of my Endea- 


vours, and Support of my ſelf and Friends: 
that at laſt, when I ſhall ceaſe from all 


my Labours, I may hear thoſe joyful 


Words, V. ell done, good and faithful Ser- 


vant, enter into the Joy of thy Lord. 


n at you do, ben you are, 


chat the * of God is a on ar J Nee 


* O 
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BD Lord, the High and Holy One, who 
thy glorious Throne in Heaven 

ever rotary n all the Inhabitants of 

he Earth, art here and every where 

preſent, and pie out all my Ways ; grant 

may ſet thee aluays before me. Thou 

Nmighteſt make me ſenſible of thy Preſence 

Min fearful and amazing Judgments, but, 

MO gracious Lord, pardon. my F orgetful- 

-Y nels, and make me always remember, that 

4 oy Darkneſs covers me, yet I am 1 5 

'd to thy all- ſeeing Eye May the 
T oughts of thy awful Preſs s me 
at all Times, and in all Places, Gat T 
fear thee above all other Powers ; : love © 


© thee above all other Goods; and truft in 
| thee above all other Lords. O guide me 
always with thine Eye here, then ſhall I 
find — in thy Sight hereafter. — * 


While you are at Work. 


P Roſper thou the Work of my Hands: : 
O proſper thou my Handy. work * 


Beſides: your folemn Morning Prayer, you muſk 
ſend up ejaculatory Prayers and Praiſes at all M Times i 
and on all fit, Occaſions. Satan and his Emiſſarie: 
cloſe you in on every ſide; they have a thoufanßeg 
Arts of enticing and betraying you with incredible 7 
Subtlety. How many wanton luſtful Tut = 
atheiſtical and blaſphemous Opinions may ari 
Frog Heart; which call. for ſudden, ejaculatory - 

— 3 | 


* 


1 through Jeſus Chriſt, A. 
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| them down? Tbeſe Aſpirations of your Soul. tal 
up ſo little Time, that they may be exercis'd x 
Work; nay, in Converſation: A A Caſt of .the Eye, 

a Geſture, a Groan, a Word or two, may teſtify to 


| God, the bottom of * Heart. 


# you undertake a Matter of * Mos 
mint, pray for Help thus: - ne 

| O Almighty Father, ſupreme Gover- 
nor of the World, who ordereſt alli 

things in Heaven and Earth, 1 recommend 

my ſelf, and this my Affair, to thy fa- 
therly Wiſdom. O be pleaſed to ices 
and dener what I undertake [name it] 
that it may attain its defired End. What- 
ever the Event ſhall be, I will reſt fatiſ- 
fied in thy unerring Management: And 
I humbly beg thy Bleſſing on this and all 


the Affairs of my Life, that my Soul 
may haye Peace, 1 thy Name the Praiſe, 


| 


When you behold the H. eavent, the F. elds, 
a 2 Woods of the Barth, jay, © 

1 O Lord, how manifold are thy Works! 
8 In Wiſdom haſt thou made e 
4 : all; the Earth is full of thy Richesl. | 


1 If amy Temptation aſſaults you. i EE 
0 Lord, thou Preſerver of Men, let not 
this alluring Offer prevail anime: H 


Wc thou my — = 5 2 in this "i 
Jour of Trial for Chriſt his fa A 


) 


i you Breed any udien great n 


ORD fave me, or J periſn. Ariſe, 
Lord Jeſus, ariſe, = and deliver 
ne for ay; Tame” J lake, n 


a 


4 you or your Bi ends WER d, 


LL Glory be to thee, 0 Lord, for 
this Bleſlin ing, which is owing to thy 

Mercy, who art the Fountain of all 

bodneſs. This Favour ſhall never flip 

Fut of my Mind, but I will fing of thy 

Power and Mercy to my Life's End, and 

ope that I may at laſt, thro' the Merits a 
y Saviour, with the 'Sp irits of juſt Men, 

ſing Hallelujahs ot Joy 715 Gratitude, to 

the F ather, Son, an Holy Ghoſt, for ever. 


Van % Accident FFI +.,.x 
To Calamity ty comes from thy Hand, .. 

O Lord; I receive it, therefore, with 
humble Submiſſion, and wait thy Time 
for my Deliverance. O increaſe my Pa- 
tience equal to the Trial; and grant 
that this, and all Afflictions which are but 
for a Moment, may work 5 mea 400 
nore n Weight f G 


= * 
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17 you are fuddenh betray'd 2 dio 


OE is me, . wretched Sinner, wo 
' is me! what ſhall I do! I ha 
unawares committed Evil in the Sight « 
my God: [name it] Without thy Mer 
cy, my Soul and Body are eternally un 
done: But, have Mercy on me, O Lord 
have Mercy on me! Look on me as thc 
didſt on thy oftending Diſciple, that I may 
weep bitterly for this Sin, What is done 
I can't recal ; but I reſolve by the Aſſiſt 
ance of thy Grace, never again to com 
mit the Offence I now repent of: On my 
bended Knees I humbly beg I may kee 

this Reſolution, Lord, hear my Prayers 
and let my Cry come unto thee, F 


I you eſcape a 7 emptation. #* 


T HY Power and thy Might, O Lord, 
have preſerv d me, I will ſing of thy 
Goodneſs, = long as Live 1 | 


— 


7 Company and Mirth 1 22 
| Hour. Mind 4 4 . 


E. 1 not the Aﬀfiirs and Pleafured 
of Life fill my Head, but let the 
ought of _ 0 Lorch 5 mM 
Soul, Mex, 8 


£ 
1 1 y 
7 # * 1 4 2 
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* 


Tf you ſee others fin grievouſly. 
ORD, kindle in my Heart a Flame 
of ſincere Love to my offending Bre- 
en, that I may wiſely and couragiouſſy 
Weprove and exhort them, and further 
cir Salvation, left their Blood be N 
t my Hands. | 

How often do I, thro' Fear © or Favour, 
Fcbuke too lightly, or not at all? But, as 
am obliged to love my N e and 
y all Methods ſeek to fave his Body; ſo 
uſt I be more diligent to fave his preci- 
dus and immortal Soul. Deareſt Saviour, 
as thou delighteſt not in the Death of a 
Sinner, reclaim theſe Offenders, that there 
nay be Joy in Heaven at their Conver- 

fon. So ſhall I with them, and they with 
me, for ever bleſs thy holy Name. 


When the Weather is unſeaſonable. 
0] God, the Creator and Preſerver of all 
for the Cattle, and Herb for the Uſe of 


things, who cauſeſt the Graſs to grow 
Men, look down from Heaven upon the 


dur Unthankfulneſs and Abuſe. of thy 
Mercies, puniſh us with unſeaſonabſe 
Weather name eitler Want of Rain, or 
o mudh; &c.] whereby we are in dan- 
ger of loſing t e Labour of our Hands. 
A But, 


wann — 1. q 
] 4 - . 4 Y - 
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Land wherein we dwell. Thou doſt, for 


2 * WA R ROT EE * an " * ** u 5 
. 
L * 


But, '© _ eee F * ae us 

thoſe. Sins for which thou art juſtly dil. 
pleaſed; and ſo let thy Goodneſs renew 
the Face of the Earth, that the Paſtures and 
Fields may rejoice and ſing. Have pity 
on our perpetual Toil, and let us reap the 


- Fruit of 1 it, for Chriſt his ſake, Amen, 


Thanks and Praiſe for r fair Weather, or 
| 4 good Harveſt. 


CG Racious God, the Eyes of all wait on 
J thee, and thou giveſt them their 
Meat in due Seaſon, filling their Hearts 
with Food and Gladneſs; I bleſs and praiſe 
thy Name for this ſeaſonable Weather, 


Which will load the Earth with the Fruits 


of thy Bounty. Grant, O Lord, that in 
the bee of OF I continually receive 
from thee, I may devote my ſelf to live 


q 3 unto thy Glory and Honour. 


Ter all the People praiſe thee, O God, 
let all the People praiſè thee ; then ſhall the 
Eartb yield her Increaſe, and God, even 
our own God, Je give us brs Ble efing. 


Before you go a Journey. 


1. O R D, bleſs and preſerve me in 1 my 
going out, and my coming in, from 


thus time forth for evermore. "men. 
| 0 


3 
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25 
God, whe art the Way, the Truth, 
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protect the Children of Mael, thy People, 
in the Wilderneſs; guide me, I pray thee, 
thy unworthy Servant ; preſerve me from 
Thieves and Robbers ; from ſuddenDeath, 
and all Dangers both of Body and Soul. . 


keep me in all my Ways; conduct me 
home again in Safety, and at laſt bring | 
me to everlaſting Reſt. Amen. By 


Upon your ſafe Return from a Journey. | 
\ LL Glory be to thee, O God, ho 

haſt preſerv'd and kept me from the 
Perils of the Way ; from broken Bones, or 
bruiſed Limbs, and every evil Aceident :' - 


and the Life ; who didſt guide ind 


ive thy holy Angels charge over me, to 


0 fill my Heart with a grateful Senſe of 4 


thy Goodneſs ; and enable me ſo to paſs 
thro' all the Affairs of my Life, that my 


Soul may have Peace, and thy Name the 


WP raiſe, through Jeſus Chriſt, ' Amen. 


1 Pig you are tortured with Gout, Stone, or F 
any ſudden Pain. - i 
Lab. as thou haſt given me this fore: 6-1. 


Trial, give me alſo Patience, and Re- 


acute 3 in this World may raiſe my 

Thoughts to a better. But, O Creator 
y any Things, Mou knoweft my weak 
.C Frame, 


* 


ſignation to thy heavenly Will, that my þ | 
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F rame abate the Severity of my Pain, if 
it be thy gracious; Will; or enable me to 
bear it, that I loſe not the Crown prepa- 
red for all true and humble Sufferers, 
for the fake. of Jeſus, Chriſt. my vieſlcd 
Saviour. and Redeemer. » Annen. 


is. very difficult amidſt or of BuGnck, 


or Direction which, happens in the Da bp to preſerve 
that holy Flame, whi iy our Morning P rayer kin- 


dled in our Soul. Forbidden Pleaſures may turn 
B oe Anger may ruffle you; various 
855 and Company diſfipate your pious Thoughts. 


Therefore, to n your dull Mind, and animate 

it with frelkilVigour, ue 

Prayer. 47 Noon, or any, other Time of 
Retirement. 

* an gour Nie, and lift up your Thes 

9 . towards Heaven. 2661 


Evening and Morning, auch er 
Noon- day,: J will. pray, and that 
inſtantiy; and he ſhall hear my Voice. 


Lord, ho knoweſt Man to be ſet 
in the midſt of ſo: many. and great 
8 from the Deceits of the World, 
the Fleſh, and the Devil; mercifully look 
upon me: And becauſe I cannot continue 
in Safety without, thy Succour, . keep me 
both outwardly in my Body, and inward- 
ly in my Soul, that among the ſundry and 
We of the World, myHeart 
may 
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may ſurely there be fixd; where true 
; _ Ny nn thro' Chriſt our Eo 
To how many Dangers is my Life * | 
Jl pos'd; with how many Temptations am 
I beſet; Temptations i in Meat and Drink; 
g Temptations ui Company; Temptations | 
in Buſineſs ;. Temptations in Leiſure ; 
Temptations, | in Plenteouſneſs; "Tempta- 
tions in Poyerty : All my Ways are ſtrev Cd 
with enticing Snares; | Here 1225 a while 7 
to' reflect upon the manifoh ers of 
2 61 Tot ee, 0 G6. 16h. or Safe- 
ty in the midſt of fo many Dangers ; 30 
Eternal Wiſdom, direct my Steps in the 
ſafe way, and lead me to the happy end. 
O Lord, I give thee. my Body and Soul, 
my Subſtance, my Friends, my Life, ang 
all that is dear to me; of me agd 
all that is mine, as it meth beſt to 
| thee and the Glory of thy bleſſed Name, 3 
Amen. 7 
Deliver me, O Wereifil Father, * | 
the Spirit of Pride and Avarice; from thge 
Spirit of Drunkenneſs and Gluttony; from 
the Spirit of Luſt, Wantonneſs and Im 
purity. Vouchſafe to give me the Spirit 
of Temperance and ſuſtice, the Spirit of 
Knowledge and. Piety and Fear of Thee; 
the Spirit 15 Patience, Kindneſs and Hu- 
ö mility. Sher me the narrow Way that 


* le 


+ 
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leads to Life, the Way that few can 1 e 
and fewer follow. wrt: 


Lord, have Mercy alas wt! 
 Obrift, have Mercy upon me 
Lord, have Mercy upon me! 
Our Father Wh1 25 art, &c. 


G lory be to the Father, and 70 4 Wa 
and to the Holy Ghoſt. As it Was in the 


Beginning; is now, and ever ſhall be, 
World without end. Amen. 


HBeſeech God not to forſake you, but Rill conti- 
nue his fatherly Protection upon you; to be your 
Light and Defence, your Guide and Guard, thro? 


all the Temptations of the Day. If you have Time 


and Inclination for more Devotion, oe the Collects. 
Our Saviour, tho' Lord of the Creatures, yet did 
not ſit down to feed, before he look'd up to Heaven 
_ for a Blefling upon them. St. Paul ſpeaks of it as a 
_ known Practice of Chriſtians in his Days. You ſit 
down as a Beaſt to his Fodder, if you take no no- 
tice of the Hand that prices: it for 1158 Let then 
your Food be ſanQtify'd with | 


Grace 7 Meat. 
" ORD, pardon all our Sins, fanRify 
L and bleſs theſe thy good Creatures: 
make them healthful for our Nouriſh- 
ment, and us thankful unto thee, thro' 
Jeſus "Chriſt our Lord. 


In the middle of your Meal, ſay to your felf, 
Bleſſed be my good. e ; T2 


25 feed my Soul. | "SW | 


29 
Let not aer be diſcompor' with Paſſion, 
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nor your Tongue break forth into violent Expreſſi- 


W ons; but let your Temper be preſerv'd calm and re- 
WJ cular; and as becomes thoſe who feel in n * 
che ſweet ene of Hope and Charity. | 


| Grace after Meat. 
W E humbly bleſs and praiſe thy 
Name, O Lord, for this and all o- 

W ther thy Mercies moſt gratiouſly vouch. * 
fafed unto Us. Preſerve the Church, 
the King, the Royal Family, and theſe 
Realms; and grant us Peace and Truth, 
and everlaſting Life, thro' * Chriſt 
our Lord, Amen. 


V. you are e rich or great i in the Warld.. 


Kind and bountiful Lord, who gi- 
” veſt me all things to enjoy, grant that 
this Plenty, which'I have for my Body, 
may be in Mercy to my Soul: That fince © #4 
I am ſo well provided for in this World. 
I may not grow wanton, proud, or care- 
leſs, to ſeek after a better. But, as thou 
filleſt me with th good Things; ſo fill 
my Heart with thy Love and Grace to 
uſe theſe Gifts to thy Glory, by refreſhing 
the Bowels of the Poor and Needy, rea- 
dy to communicate, willing to diſtribute, 
laying 2 Store the good Foundation 
Time to come, e ans fe d 
bla on eternal Life. Amen. | 
s C3 if 
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ur Lot is caſt. among rie Poor and 
B22 To in this rie 


\ Lend, who doſt diſpoſe of all Thing 
= - give me Wiſdom from above, -that 
= I may be meek, patient, and reſign'd in 
my poor afflicted Henke labouring oath 

ty to get my own Liying. And tho“ I 

have ſmall or no earthly Poſſeſſions, yet 

a ive me the Riches of thy Grace, which 

Is better than thouſands of, Gold and Sil- 

ver. 1 {ee ſome Men feaſting and carou- 

fing, walking delicately, and Grin g ſump- 

tuouſly every Day; alas! their End wall 

be fearful and amazing. Let others value 
the Reſpect and Riches of this World; 

my Hopes are placed in Heaven alone, 

O Lord give me thy ſelf, and T have all. 

For this beſt of Gifts 1 will bleſs and 

| er thy! Name for evermore. Annen. 


x I you go ta Feaft or publi ck Entertain- 

mem: 
10 D, grant that I be not ca 
with Surfeiting and Drunkenneſs; 
and that tho' I am chearful and pleaſant, 
nothing may proceed out of my Mouth 
but what is innocent and becoming a 
good Chriſtian ; that while I refreſn my 
Body, I may not _ _ Rey and 


5 immortal Sub 1 
- „ Pray 
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Pray conſider, that tho' tis a frequent, yet what 
. beach and deſtroying Sin, the Sin of Intemperance 
Conſider how many Diſeaſes and untimely 

| Deaths, Surfeiting and Drunkenneſs daily bring up- 
on Men. How many Thouſands have clos'd their 


Eyes in a drunken Fi never open d them, 
"al in another Word!“ ny ? 


They therefore are not your Friends,” who preſs: 
you to exceed the Bounds of Temperance. Harm- 
leſs Mirth. and Gladneſs may lawfully be intermin- 
gled with eating and drinking. If any thing is aid 
or done that is offenſive to Religion, be not fo com- 
plaiſant, as to comply with their ſinful Liberties ;- 
but par ee of their n ie a whe! and 
friendly Rebuke, 5 224, ao 


P, or Came. 4 
Becauſe Men £4 2 endure a erer 
e ſome delightful Diverſion, 
cautious that your Recreations be hawfuls not Tas I 
nourable to God, or, injurious to your Neighbour. 5 | 


but ſhort and diverting, ſuch as may fit you for the 
PUR of your Calling, 1 


who propoſe Gain rather” than Pleaſe ure, 
from * neat we know what is often the u 
Go uence ; Paſſion, Swearing, Cheating; and 

ſeience, 2 and mer are ſacrificed to 


it fall — 3 ; 
Ln Before you Came. 4 
D. me, O Lord, $6 hs Stare 
of enticing Company; ſet a Watch 
3 over my Eyes, and diligent- 
cep the Door of my Lips. Deliver me 
Nen Raft and ungovernable Paſſions; 


and wp thy Grace ſo ſtrongly fortify me 
n their furious Aſſaults, chat Rea- 


e 2 4. {on- 


Z [| Bleſs and praiſe thy Name, E God, 


1 an Senſes ; for the Kindneſs of my 
the World. But, above all, I thank thee, 


; to eternal Glory. Bleſſed God | how 


* for the Merits of thy dear Son, 
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ſon may always keep up its Force, that! 

may not be much merch here, nor 

undone hereafter, : 

Praiſe and Glor cath renter” d to 
G for al 7 his N Ws Y 
Mercy. 


1 for thy Mercies manifold, which have 
follow -d me all the Days of my Life; for 

my Health and Plenty, Peace and Liber- 

; for the Uſe of my Reaſon, Limbs, 


Friends, and the Succeſs of my Affairs in 


O Lord, for Jeſus Chriſt, and all ſpiritu- 
al Bleſſings 3 in heavenly T hings: For the 
Light of thy Word, the Aid of thy Spi- 
rit, and the Means afforded, to bring me 


much am I indebted to thy Bounty! O 
| give me a thankful Heart, entirely de- 
voted to thy Honour and Service, that 
1 may aſcribe to thee, O Father of Mer- 
| cies, all Glory, Love and Praiſe, through- 
out the remainder of my Life, and for 
evermore. This I beg in the Name, and 
Jen 
Chriſt, my LR, and "only Advocate. 


Alter 


reer 33 1 
1 rer return om your dai Haven, 
3 A or - Bufineſs. 0 8 f 
N a joyful Senſe of thy ar Care 
and ProteGion, I praiſe thy Almighty 
Goodneſs, with an Heart full l of Gras 
tude and Love. Tis of thy Mercy, © 
Lord, that I am not groaning Mpc Sick 
neſs or Wounds, or Bruiſes in my Body; 
but more eſpecially, I bleſs — that 
thou haſt preſerved my Soul in Integrity, 
Maintain, O Lord, I beſeech the, in 
me, ſuch a lively. Remembrance of his 
thy Goodneſs, as may provoke me to Love 
— 40 good Works, to the Honour of thy } 
Name, the Credit of my Religion, the 
Peace and Comfort of my Soul here, ank 
eternally in the Day of the Lord, -- _ 


If you have offended by ful Tl zeige 2 4 
O Eternal Spirit, be preſent with my 7 

Spirit, that I may not quench the 
holy T boughts thou ot kindle in my 
Breaſt. Create in me a clean Heart: Saỹxe 
to my Sin- defiled Soul, as thou didſt to 
the Leper, I will, be thou clean. Happy 
is that Breaſt which is honour'd with fo 
glorious, ſo divine a Gueſt: O come, thou 
Purger of inward Pollutions, and wn, 
up all the Droſs of my Affections; 24 
5 3 me with thy holy 


Cs "fins 


| 


» 
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tions, that my whole Spirit, Soul an 
Body, may be preſerved blameleſs unto the 
coming of our Lord Jeſus Cbriſt. 


4 * Wards have been blameable, expre 
pour Sorrow thus : 


O E, woe unto me, that 1 have 
'd my Ears to the light, vain, 
and cnt Die iſcourſe of other Men. And, 
O Lord, lay not to my Charge what in 
the Fierceneſs of my Wrath, in Talk 1 
have finned againſt thee this Day. Iknow, 
that for every idle Mord Men ſhall Heal, 
they ſball give an Account in the Day of 
Fudgment. O, therefore, give me Grace, 
oy 3 ereafter I may take heed ro my Ways, 
offend not — my Tongue; but uſe 
4 to inſtruct my Neighbour, to 
| Dies the Pains of the Afflicted, and to 
thew forth my Maker's Praiſe. Then ſhall 
it be my ſweet Employment, with An- 
gels and Arch-Angels, and all the Com- 
| pany of Heaven, to laud and magnify i 
F BY glorious Name for ever and ever. 


Cundemn your. - finful Deeds thus: 
I Am grieved, O my God, I am n 
that 4 the Work of thy Hands, have 
dated to fin againſt thee, my Father, my: 
Maker, and my Judge; for all the Tran 
N W W 1 cannot 21 
t. 
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vat my kind Redeemer hath fatisfied for 
me here. I throw my ſelf entirely upon 
his Merits : But as to my, Neighbours, I 
reſolve, to the utmoſt of my Power, to 
make Reſtitution and Satisfaction for all 
che Injuries committed againſt them,. 
_ the Sins againſt God and your Neigh- 
7, ] I bewail this and all my paſt Tranſ- | 
greſſions, with as great Bitterneſs,” as I 
committed them with Delight; and re- 
ſolve, for the remainder of my Days, to 
love, honour, and obey my gracious Gd. 
And becauſe my Reſolutions are weak, 
and Failings many, I humbly beg Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, to confirm” 
my Mind in this Holy: Purpoſe, that! 
may be faithful unto Death, and receive 
the Cr Hie. 
Then you innocently reereate your wearied 8pi- 
575 and in the Evening, a little before you go to 


take a View of your Actions the Day pas dz. 1 


confider what Good you have done, what Snares 
have avoided, what Mercies you have receiv'd,- Þ 
arn that ſafe and eaſy Method of eenſuring your* _Þ 
ſelf, that you may be. acquitted by God. Every | Þ 


Night ſit as an impartial Judge; ſeverely examine” 


very Thought, Word and „ Firſt, Thoughts. 
Say, Have I in my Mind boon. Geri Ways th 
* my Revenge? or fulfil the Luft of the Fleſſi ? 
ve entertained blaſphemous Thoughts ef God: 
any Ill to che Hurt of my Neighbour! Have I en- 
deavour'd to: keep. off evil Thoughts of all kinds, 
and not conſent unto them? Secondly, Words. By 
iy Ward: theu halt be juſtiſed; and by thy * 
or gets 44 4 
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thou ſhalt be condemn'd. Tho' the Tongue be call'4 
an unruly Member, yet you muſt anſwer for ne 
governing it. Ask then — Have I been guilty 06 
ſpeaking againſt God, his Providence; againſt my 
Parents or Governors in Church or State ? Havel 
in my Paſſion uttere] injurious Words? Havel 

been guilty of prophane Swearing and Curſing! 
Have I given falſe Evidence, or ſhamefully conceaPd 
the Truth to the Hurt of my Brother? Have any 
obſcene Words, ſuch as may debauch innocent 
Minds, procecd:d out of my Mouth ? Thirdly, 
Deeds. Did I this Morning dedicate my early 
Thoughts to God ? Have I diligently follow'd my 
Calling? Have I been ſober in the Uſe of God's 
Creatures, and thankful for all Mercies ? This do 

you daily, and ſtrily ſearch every Omiſſion; and 
'1mplore for what is paſt, the Mercy of Heaven; and 
beg his Grace to keep you from Sin for the Time to 
come. What can contribute to your ſpiritual Ad- 
vancement more than this Practice? The Seeds of 

Vice hereby will be hinder'd from taking deep Root 

in your Heart; and evil Habits cannot get Strength. 
If you thus, once a Day, ſeriouſly enquire into the 

State of your Soul, and let not the Sun go down on 

any unrepented Sin; you may ſweetly lay down your 

wearied Head to ſleep, and God, who hath dwelt 

with you all that Day, will watch over you all that 
Night, giving you ſuch convenient Refreſhment as 
the Neceſſities of your frail Nature wants. Then 

beg Protection from Heaven, for your Su, your 
Body, your Relations and Friends, by 


EVENING PRAYER 
O Eternal and Almighty God, 1 a 
A wretched Sinner, the Off-ſpring of 
codur diſobedient Parents, humbl prof 
my Soul and I belore * ker 05 

. 5 thy 
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my adorable Majeſty, to condemn my ſelf 

Wwith true Sorrow for all the Sins of my 

Life, eſpecially for thoſe I have commit- 

ted this Day, by Thought, Word, and 

| Deed, [ Here ſtop a little, confider, and name 

ol what you have done amiſs] provoking moſt 

juſtly thy Wrath and Indignation againft 

me. I confeſs them with all Confuſion 

of Face before thee, humbly beſeeching 

| thee to have Compaſſion upon me. Ac- 

WM cording to the Multitude of thy tender 

WW Mercies, blot out my many and great 

| Tranſgreſſions. Forgive my Sins, O Lord, 

of what kind or degree ſoever they be. 

My Sins of Omiſſion, and my Sins of 

= Commiſſion ; ¶ Here flop a while and name 

'M what they have been] the Sins of my Soul, 
and the Sins of my Body; my Sins of Ig- ? 

W norance, or Surprize ; and my moſt de- 

HW liberate and preſumptuous Sins: Forgive 

chem, O Lord, forgive them all for his 


ſake who died for my Sins, and role again 
for my Juſtification, and now ſits at thy ml 
Right Hand to make Interceſſion for me, 


Jeſus Chriſt, my Lora. 28 

Vouchſafe me, O Lord, the Aſſiſtance 
of thy Holy Spirit, that I may continu- 
ally be given to good Works; that with © : 
a pure Heart and Mind, I may follow : 
. thee, the only God; that fo among the 
Mit 7 . POR tl 
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Kandy and manifold — of th 
World, my Heart may ſurely there be 
fix d, where true Joys are to be found. W* 
O Lord, Creator and Preſerver of 
Mankind, 1 pray for all Sorts and Con- 
ditions of Men, that thou wouldſt be 
pleaſed to extend thy Mercy to them all: 
Enlighten Jeus, Turks, and Hereticks, 0 
with the Knowledge of thy Truth. Be 1 
|; 


gracious to thy holy Catholick Church, 
eſpecially to that Part to which I belong. 
ZBleſs the King and the Royal Family 
with all temporal Bleſſings here, and 
with eternal Glory in the World to come. 
Lord, let it be thy good Pleaſure to 
give to all Perſons, Zeal for Religion; 
and to the whole Nation healthful” and 
peaceful Times. Bleſs all that I have 
gd. and forgive thoſe that have 
. wrong'd me: Forgive my Enemies, Per- 
ſecutors, and Slanderers; have mercy up- 
on them, Lord, have merey upon them. 
are them, for they are the Work of 
F thy Hands : O ſpare them, for they are 
redeemed with the precious Blood of thy 
F dear Son; and lay not to their 


| whatever they have ſaid or done agi int 
me thy Servant, who have ſo of ly of 
tende thee, K 1 . $i ka 


wa 
TIS 1 


2 4 
* S * 7 
= „ * . , # ” |. ] 
; 3 „ af 1 
— ; 5 ws * * 4 * x 
* E 1 
* 23 4 „ 2 6. 
N TTT 7 
* * F 


; 55 6 
3 . — * * Su 7 * * * 4 S 
* N . N ; 1 * 2 . — . * "he: 4 


. wal 
— — % * * * * 0 * * 
A * 5 , OP = ®, 4 8 
6: of e he. wat * a LS 3 * o * 0 £2 
© oy . N * 4 of i 2 4 of 1 % & * * 
— ” 1 tn MA: We We, IS 
2 r N 1 1 


* * 7 lb as "FEE? 

1 6 * EA JE 
1 
3 
. : 
'P2 — 5 1 Y * ” 

— © . 

ad 


Bleſs and r my Relations and 
riends, [name them.] Lord, thou know- 
elt all their Wants, and all their Deſires, 
be pleaſed therefore to ſuit thy Graces 
and Bleſſings to their a Neceſſities 
of Body and Soul. Nt 
Finally, I commend to \ thy fatherly 
Goodneſs and Compaſſion, all thoſe Who 
are under thy afflicting Hand: Give. 
them, I beſeech thee, both Patience to. 
bear, and Prudence to make a right Uſe 
of their Trials; and, in thy own good 
Time, relieve them here, or take them 
from thoſe temporal Miſeries to thine 
eternal Reſt in 3 thro” thy Mer- 
cies in Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, and Wee 
ty Redeemer,  _ 42 
I bleſs,and praiſe. thy Name, © God, 
for, all thy Goodneſs; hes: "a the Mer 
cies wouchja afed you] for thy Preſervation | 4 
of me this Day paſs'd, and the reſt of 
my Life, from many Dangers; but above 
all, I laud and magnify, and adore thy 3 
Goodneſs, for redeeming the World by. ,. 
the Death and. Paſſion of my Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt. Grant. I may expreſs my 
ThankfulneG by ſubmitting my ſelf to 
his holy Will and Pleaſure ; and by ſtu- 
dying "to _/erve him in true. Holineſs ond 
1 efs * Y TY v4, 
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counts with Heaven, and riſe no more, you ſhall 


- 
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O make me mindful of the Time when 
I ſhall be laid in the Duſt; and becauſe 1 
know not the Day, nor the Hour, when 
I ſhall be ſummon'd to the laſt Tribunal, 
punt I- may never live in ſuch a State az 

ſhall be afraid to die in; but that thro 
thy Grace, I may daily-raiſe my Soul to 
fuck a devout Frame, that it may be pre- 
pared for the Company of Saints and 
Angels, in thy heavenly Kingdom, thro 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; in whoſe. Name 
and Words, in behalf of my ſelf, and all 
the Faithful, 1 ins and: a Pray, 


Our Father, &c. 
If every Evening you ſhall thus adjuſt your Ac- 


Joyfully awake among the bleſſed Angels. 


4 ſhort Night Prayer for Servants, Chil- 
Aren, or any that are ſtraitned in Time. 


0 Lord, forgive all the Sins I have this 
Day committed in Thought, Word 
or Deed Tonk z/s them] for the ſake of my 
dear Saviour. Cleanſe me from my Wic- 
kedneſs, and ſtrengthen my Weakneſs, that 
1 may overcome all the Temptations, that 
daily ſurround me. Aſſiſt me, good Lang. 
by thy Grace, that I may wo i 3 4 
e thee and obey irik 28 d BRDSs. 
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am on the Earth; and prepare my Soul 
for the Happineſs of Heaven. 

Lord, receive me and all my Friends, 
into thy Protection this Night, [my Fa- 
ther, &c. according as you ſtand related] 
Watch over me and refreſh me with ſea- 
conable Reſt, that I may riſe the next 
Morning more fit for thy Service. 
All Praiſe and Thankſgiving be to thee, 
HO Lord, for the Mercies beſtow'd upon 
me this Day, and all the Days of my Life. 
Hear my Prayers, and accept of my 

Praiſes, for the ſake of my Saviour Feſus 

Chriſt, in whoſe Words I ſum * all my 

Wants. 


Our Father, which art, Kc. 2 
lere meditate a while ; then lay, 


The Bleſſing of God Almighty, the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, be with 
me this Night, and for evermore,, 


When you undreſs. v 
] Aked came I out of my Mother's - 
Womb, and naked ſhall I thither 
return; O make me wiſc to * for 
* latter End. 


r lie drwn in your Bed. mo 


I 


J 
, 
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Defend me and this Family from all Dan 
gers of Fire, Robberies, and from al 
evil Perils, which for our Sins mi 
juſtly fall upon us. Bleſſed Lord, int 
thy Hands I commit my ſelf, my Soul and | 
Body. O keep me by thy mighty Power 
and through thy merciful Goodneſs, in 
TFeſus Chrift our Saviour. 


O how ſecure and ſweetly do they ſleep, who g 

to Bed with a quiet Conſcience, who after a Day o 
faithful Induſtry and pious Living, lay down their 
Heads in Peace, and fafely reſt in the Boſom of 
Providence ! 


om ſome pious Meditations, chſe your 
F Eyes with this Proper. 


Will lay me down in Peace and take 
1 my Reſt; for it is thou, Lord, only, 
that makeſt me dwell in Safety. 

The Lord bleſs me and keep me; the 
Lord make his Face to ſhine upon me, 
and be gracious unto. me; the Lord lift 
up his Countenance upon me, and grant 
me Peace this Night and evermore. 


F# Jou cannot ſleep, uſe theſe or the like 
Meditations. 
I N the Night Seaſon will I fing, and 
make my Prayers unto the God of my 
Life. I will remember him on my Bed, 
and meditate on him in the Night- 
Watches. For the Day of Were will 
COME : 


* 
* * 
„ | 
« * s 
I * 


ome as a Thief in the Night, hat man- 
„ Perſons ought we to be in all holy 
over ſation and Godlineſs? O Lord, the 
Wblefſed Angels never reſt Day or Night 
from thy Praiſes; with this bleſt Choir, 


Mnnworthy as I am, will J alſo join my 
Heart and Voice, Hallelu ah, Salvation 


God for ever and ever, Amen. 


= To keep out idle and unclean Thoughts, think on 
pour paſt Life, meditate on Death and Judgment, on 
Heaven and Hell. Think on the Sihs of your Youth, 
and remember that you muſt ſoon die, Pray to God 
vor Mercy in the Day of Judgment. 


Happy Servant, whom his Lord, when 
| A cometh, fall find thus doing. 


SUNDAY. 
MEDITATION. 


Elcome, bleſt and happy Day! this 
is the Day which the Lord hath 
made, which he hath ſanctified to him- 
ſelf, and call'd by his own moſt Holy 
= Name. Worthy is the Lord of all our 
| Time, worthy the Praiſe of all his Crea- 
tures, Shall I employ the whole Week 

on my ſelf, and not offer one Day unto 
him, to whom I owe all that I enjoy? 

O gracious Lord, make me faithfully ob- 
* * I was heretofore a Pro- 
phaner 


and Honour and Glory and Power be unto 


44 SUNDAY. 
phaner of this holy Day, for which 
might have been given over to a repro. 
bate Senſe; or by a ſudden Vengeance, 
ſnatch'd out of this World: The Devi 
with his Temptations, the Corruptions o 
my Heart, my wicked Perſwaders ek, 
by plauſible Reaſons, to encourage the 
Neglect of retir'd Meditations : But I will 
clear my Head of all other Thoughts, 
and call together the united Forces of my 
Soul, to pay the Tribute that I owe toi 
God, that fo from a temporal Sabbath 
here, I may enjoy an eternal one in Hea- 
R e 
„ND PNA 
£91 this is the ſolemn Feaſt-Day of Þ 
immortal Spirits. Lo! this is the 
Day wherein our Souls hold an imme- i 
diate Communion with God, with all the 
bleſſed and glorthed Inhabitants above. 
Behold the Church prepares her ſolemn | 
Offices, and ſummons all her Children 
to bring in their Praiſes. The King of | 
Heaven himſelf invites us into his own ÞÞ 
| Preſence, vouchſafes us the Honour of i 
treating with him. Let thoſe who value 
not the Favour of thee, O God, waſte 
this holy Day in Omiſſion of pious Du- 
ties, who are careleſs of doing any thing 


for 


e 45 
or the ſecuring to themſelves a blefſled - 
Eternity. Unthinking Men! who ſpend 
his Day of Holineſs and ſolemn Devotion 
In vain, if not in wanton Talk; and in 
Sports and Paſtimes, to the great Hazard 
pf their Salvation. As for me, O Lord, 
{ive me Grace to be wiſer and better, 
o be unwearied in thy Service. Ariſe 
then, O my Soul, put on the Robes of 
9 Righteouſneſs ; go with holy Reverence 
Ind awful Humility, worſhip before him 
In his holy Temple with Faith and Fer- 
our, and he will fill thee with the 
races, with the Joys and Comforts of 
his bleſſed Spirit. O that I may keep 
his Day of univerſal Jubilee ſo, as that 
t may be a Pledge of an eternal Sabbath 
in Light and Glory, O that Day, that 
eternal Day, when I ſhall enjoy an end- 
leſs Sabbath, when I ſhall enter the Holy 
of Holies, the inmoſt Glories of my God! 
Prepare me, Lord, by the Means of 
Grace here, for this Kingdom of Glory 
ereafter. Amen. 


T H E hd of a due Obſervance of the Sabbath, 
has always been eſteem'd the chief Cauſe of the 


ity of Buſineſs in ſome, and Scruples in others, are 
dſten made Excuſes for not faithfully obſerving this 
Day that the Lord has made, I ſhall be more par- 

x 0 3 
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Decay of Chriſtian Piety. And becauſe Multipli- 
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ticular ; that ignorant Minds may be taught. Kno 
then, God by creating the World in ſix Days, an 
Teſting on the ſeventh, hath commanded all Man- 
kind, to whom the Knowledge of this ſtupendo 
Work ſhall come, to dedicate a ſeventh Part of their 
Time to his Honour and Service. The Fews obſerv? 
Saturday in Memory of the Creation; and alſo be. 
cauſe on that Day, God deliver'd the Children d 
Jrael from the Bondage of Few" by drowning 
harach and his Hoſt" in the Red-Sea. 
We Chriſtians keep Sunday for our Day of Reft; 
becauſe our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by his riſing from 
the Dead that Day, redeem'd the loſt World; on 
that Day was Satan and his Hoſt vanquiſt'd and 
diſarm'd. A Deliverance far greater than that of 
the Jjraelites from the Slavery of the Afgyptians, 8 
Now, as to the Evidences that Chriſtians did and 
Fill ought to keep the firſt Day of the Week for 
their Sabbath, we find, that the Diſciples met to- 
gether on that Day to perform Religious Duties; 
to hear the Word preach'd, to partake of the holy 
Sacrament, &c. And all Chriſtian Churches have en- 
join'd and practiſed the Religious Obſervation of the 
Lord's Day; and 'tis of great Moment, that we 
ſtrictly dedicate it to the Service of God. Works 
of our ordinary Calling become criminal, when the 
Creator of all Things challenges our Time ;* this 
Day then muſt be employ'd in all ſuch holy Exer- 
-Ciſes, as promote the Glory of God, and the Sal- 
vation of our own Souls. Nothing but Sickneſs or 
abſolute Neceſſity, can be a fair Plea for not attend- 
ing on the publick Service in the Church, where you 
are to pay your Homage and Adoration, We have 
often heard ſome thoughtleſs Men ſay, we can read 
or pray at home; what need we then leave our pri- 
vate Houſes, and go through Wet or Cold, to the 
Houſe of God ? But at this rate, all Senſe of Reli- 
gion will be loſt, Chriſtians ought publickly * the 
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ace of the World, to own their Faith; and join 
ith others in offering up to God the ſolemn Sacri- 
ce of Prayer and Praiſe. And ſince God, and the 
burch, and the Laws of the Land have appointed 
bis Day for ſuch holy Offices ; how bold or ignorant 
s any one who thinks himſelf at liberty, to break 
brough all theſe ſtrong Engagements? How can he 
hope for the Bleſſing of God, who will not ſeek it 
in the way preſcrib'd? Our Souls require the Uſe. 
f ſpiritual Exerciſes. to keep them alive to God, as 
much as our Bodies require Meat and Drink, in or- 
der to preſerve our natural Life. Happy therefore 
are we, who living in a Hurry of Buſineſs or Plea- 
ſures, are commanded by Gad, to ſpend one Day in 
ſeven for the Good of our Souls, For if we read the 
Scriptures and other devout Books all the Week, tho 

we pray in private; or reſort to publick Prayers; 
yet we want Sunday to keep our Souls in a devout 
and holy Frame. On this Day we have Time to 
look into the State of our Souls; to meditate and 
make firm Reſolves of living anſwerable to our 
holy Profeſſion. And what great Advantage and 
Delight do we perceive from uſing the Means de- 
fign'd to make us better? The Pious, by frequent- 
ing the Church, confeſſing their Sins, and begging 
God's Pardon, do certainly grow more pious ; and 
even bad Men by degrees, leave off their wicked 
Courſes, and are brought to a better Mind. And 

you may obſerve, that they who make no Conſci- 
ence of keeping the Sabbath, grow worſe and worſe; 
and when on their Death-bed, they reflect on their 
Lives paſt ; and own, that vicious Company, fre- 
quenting Ale-houſes, when they ſhould have been 

at Church, drew them into thoſe profligate Courſes; 

which are now like to be their eternal Ruin. Again, 
how many poor uninſtructed Souls ſleep away the 
Sabbath; or take Journies for Profit or Pleaſure, 
wandering careleſly abroad; or ſinfully ſlaying at 


home; 
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home; not conſidering, that they ought to ſpent 


_ Chriſtian Religion, any Concern for your own Hap 
paaſs the Sabbath: But, as the Ground muſt be pre- 
| pared before the Seed be caſt into it; ſo muſt you pre. 
| pare for religious Duties, by bringing your Heart 
into an humble and devout Frame, 
. without the utmoſt Hazard of your Soul, as ſoon ay 
at firſt dictated by the holy Spirit: When therefore 
the Inſtrument of Salvation, or the Promoter of De- 
= would not uſe that ſacred Book but upon their 
cording as we are guilty or not guilty. The holy 


Lives of the pious Saints ſhould not be regarded as 
Matters of Hiſtory only, but as Patterns of Imitation, 


vou, to be endued with their Virtues. Some read 
only to furniſh themſelves with Matter of Diſcourſe, 


to meditate, inſtruct your Children, or Friends, and 


Diſcourſe with Piety ; then will the ſolemn and hon 


fluence upon your Hearts. 


at leaſt, that Day as diligently in the Service d 
God, as the Week-days in their Wm? 
Do you therefore, if you have any Paſſion for 


pineſs, reſolve not to be cold or indifferent how you 


And becauſe you can't be ignorant of God's Will, 


ore eng. paw TS OS 


poſſibly you can, read in the Bible, That Book waz 
you read, let it be with Reverence ; for *tis either 
ſtruction. Many holy Men and Women in Ages 


nees. And when we read of the Threatnings or 
Promiſes of God, we ought to tremble or hope, ac- 


Abraham's Faithfulneſs, Moſes's Meekneſs, David's 
Devotion, Job's Patience, Ic. ſhould prevail with 


or to cavil; but to thoſe it will certainly prove the 
ſaddeſt Hiſtory they ever read in all their Lives; and 
if they pretend to be in Jeſt, I can aſſure them God 
will be in Earneſt with them. Do you then, pious 
Chriſtian, on this joyful Day, riſe early; get Time 


Servants in the great Duties of Chriſtianity; viſit 
the Sick; comfort the Sorrowful ; and ſeaſon all your 


Offices, the Church has prepared, have a due In- 
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And tho' you honour God by private Devotion 3 
yet you glorify him more by your publick Addreſſes 3 
then you let others ſee, the high Eſteem you have of 
his Excellencies, and cauſe the Voice of his Praiſe to 
© be heard among Men. When you behold great 
Numbers of Chriſtians aſſembled together in an hum - 
ble manner with pious Devotion, and ſubmiſſive Re- 
WM verence, with bended Knees and Eyes lifted up to 
Heaven; this Sight ſtrikes Men with Awe; and 
ſupports the Beliet both of God's Exiſtence and Be- 
neficence alſo in the Minds of Men. The publick 
Prayers and Praiſes of devout People are the Emblems 
of Heaven; and the neareſt Approach that can be 
made to that happy Society on this Side Glory, 
Learn therefore to value every Hour of this Day, 
which the Lord hath ſanCtified to himſelf, and call'd 
by his own moſt holy Name ; and not childiſhly ſpend 
it on empty Trifles ; much leſs ſhamefully ſpend the 
whole Day in a Courſe of Sin; but in it, remember 
God's innumerable Mercies, and deeply imprint 
them on the very Center of your Heart: Preſs on 
to new Degrees of Improvement; ſo ſhall you pur- 
chaſe a bleſt Eternity, 2 


hacked * "> ES e eee 


Give Thanks and Praiſe that you are 
 vouchſafed the Knowledge of the true 
God and true Religion. : 


H OW many Generations of Men live 
in Blindneſs and Ignorance, when 
I am vouchſafed the Means of Grace, and 
made wiſe to Salvation? Bleſſed be thy 
Name for thy Loving- kindneſs to me; that 
my Lot is not caſt among Heathens and 
Unbelievers, but that I was born of Chri-, 
ſtian Parents, baptized when I was an 
* : D Infant, 
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Infant, by a ſpiritual Perſon authorized; 
that I was confirm'd and admitted to th 
holy Table; and thus am vouchſafed al 
the Means of Salvation. Grant me Grace, 
that as I have given up my Name to 
Chriſt, that Pride, Prejudice or Intereſt 
may never draw me aſide; but that I may 
continue faithful in this my Profeſſion to 
the End of my Days, and after a holy 
Life here, I may partake of a glorious 
Life in Heaven. „ 
A little before Church- time, on your Knees, ſay, 

N/F OST glorious Lord God, who art 
17 greatly to be fear'd in the Aſſembly 
of the Saints, and to be had in Reverence 
of all them that are round about thee ; I, 
in a peculiar manner, dedicate this Day to 
thy Honour and Service. O pardon my 
Sins, and ſuffer them not to ſtand between 
thy Majeſty and my Soul, to hinder my 


| Prayers from aſcending to thee ; or thy 


Grace and Mercy from deſcending on 
me. Touch my Soul with an Awe of 
this dreadful Majeſty, and fix my wan- 
dering Thoughts, that I may behave my 
ſelf with Reverence and godly Fear. Be 
thou in the midſt of the Aſſemblies of thy 
People, and let thy merciful Ears be open 


0 the Prayers which thy Servants make 


before thee this Day ; give me Grace to 
„ | receive 


SU NBA. * 
receive thy holy Word into an honeſt 
Heart, that I may bring forth the Fruits 
of the Spirit, and diligently live after thy 
Commandments; that when my appoint- 
ed Time ſhall come, I may be tranſlated 
from thy Church militant Here on Earth, 
to thy Church triumphant above; that I, 
with the holy Spirits, may join, and with 
the higheſt Admiration and Love, may 
give continual Praiſe and Thanks, and 
Honour and Worſhip to the moſt holy 
and glorious Majeſty of Heaven and Earth. 
All which I humbly beg, for the Sake and | 
in the Words of Jekus Chriſt, 


Our Father, which art, &. 


Be at Church, if poſſible, before Prayers begin, 
that you may have the Benefit of Confeſſion and Ab- 
ſolution, a chief Part of the publick Worthip. 2 
not, as many careleſs People do, that you come in 
good Time, if you hear the eo tho' you miſs 
the Prayers. | 


IV ben you leave your Houſe, uſe this Meditation. 
I Will go with Joy and Gladneſs to the 

Houſe of my God. 

O thou that heareſt Prayer, unto den. 
ſhall all Fleſh come. 

I was glad when they ſaid unto me, let 
us go into the Houſe of the Lord; for Is 
love the Habitation of thy Houſe, and 
the Place where thine Honour 2 ; 

D2 Mil. 
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Wh le you are walbi ng to Church 701 4h Jour 
Family. 


0 How amiable are thy Dwellin gs, thou 
Lord of Hoſts; my Soul hath a de- 
ſire and longing to enter into the Courts 
of the Lord: My Heart and my Fleſh 
rejoice in the living God. Bleſſed are 
they that dwell in thy Houſe, they will 
be always praiſing thee ; for a Day i in thy 
Courts is better than a thouſand. I had 


rather be a Door-Keeper i in the Houſe of 


my God, than to dwell in the Tents of 
Wickedneſs. 

The Lord loveth the Gates of Sia 
more than all the Dwellings of Jacob; 

therefore will I come into thy Houſe, 

and in the multitude of thy Mercy, and 


in thy Fear will I worihip towards thy 
holy Temple. 


AM the Church-Yard. 
A'S the Hart” panteth after the Water- 


Brooks, ſo panteth my Soul after 


thee, O God. My Soul thirſteth for 
God: even for the living God. 5 
Omy God, kindle a holy Flame in my 
Soul, which may burn up all my curſed 
Sins, that the Place Which thou haſt cho- 


{en for thy R may not be ""y 
80 
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Go not into the Temple as into a Play-houſe, 
laughing, talking, or ſtaring about, but 85 your 


Mind with the infinite Majeſty of that God, into 
whoſe Preſence you come. 


At the Church-Door 551 


\ King of Heaven, forgive me all that 
"A have ſinned againſt thee. 


"i ſoon as you enter the Church, 5 


F OW dreadful is this Place ! this 5 is no 

other but the Houſe of God, who 
is greatly to be fear'd in the Congregation: 
of his Saints, and to be had in Reverence 
of all them that are round about him. 


Turn your Face towards the holy Altar, lowly: 


bend your Body to Almighty God, and ſay to 
your ſelf, 


fr OLY and Reverend is thy Name, 
O Lord; Glory be to thee, O God 
moſt high. | 


When you enter your Seat, fall profirate, | 
and jay, a 


[ JNworthy y am I, O God, to appear 
before thee; but ſince thy infinite 
Goodneſs doth invite my Addreſſes,” I 


moſt nee receive this ineſtimable 5 
Benefit. 


RE 


\ 


. 
And now, O Lord, I beſeech thee, mer- 
cifully to pardon all my Sins, and the Sins 
of thy People aſſembling themſelves in 
thy Houſe: O let thy Holy Spirit help 


our Infirmities; and ſo diſpoſe our Hearts 


to Devotion, that our Pr ayers and Praiſes 


may be well-pleafing to Ie, thro” Jeſus 
Chriſt. 


Then riſe up, and conſider the infinite Di- 


a nice between God and you, 


' Behave your ſelf with all outward Decency ; ; 
band, kneel, as directed. How ſhameful is it to 
{t, when we put up our Petitions to the Throne of 
Grace? An earthly King would not bear ſuch an 
_ irreverent Behaviour. 

Avoid the Ceremony of Bowing to others, after 
Prayers are begun. Alſo, gazing about takes the 
Mind off from what it is doing. Whiſpering, and 
talking, and laughing, in the time of Divine Ser- 


vice, are Affronts to God, and prove a want of 


Manners in Men. Look into the Temples of the 
very Heathens, and you'll fee more devout Beha- 
viour among thoſe deluded Souls, than many Chri- 
ſtians ſhew in the Houſe of God. Since our eternal 
Salvation depends upon our offering up our Prayers 
with a devout and attentive Mind, and an humble 
Poſture of Body, *tis amazing, that in many Country 
Churches there is no Conveniency .for kneeling, 
They whoſe Office obliges them to provide all Things 
neceſſary, and who ſolemnly ſwear to do it, take 
no notice of this. But they are blind, if they ſee it 
not ; and wicked, if they don't reform „ 
es you demean your ſelf with an awful Reve- 
renoe, and pray with ſuch Fervour of Affection, As 
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to ſhew you value what you ask for. Strive to avoid 
all wandring Thoughts: If you cannot, however be 
not diſcouraged; bewail your Weakneſs, and beg of 
God to kindle in your Breaſt a Flame of true Zeal, 
and in ſome time yo will feel the good Effects of it. 
Fix in your Mind an awful Senſe of God's Preſence, 
which will ſtir up your flat and cold Deſires, and 
engage all the Powers of the Soul in his Service. 
An humble, modeſt Deportment of the Body, will 
much contribute to the Attention of the Mind. Pray 
then on your Knees, with your Eyes fix'd down, 

our Hands join'd together; this Poſture is more 

ikely to excite true Devotion, than if you fit, or 
ſtand up, and gaze about, which diſſipates your 
Thoughts, hinders your own Prayer, and perhaps 
that of your Neighbours. 1 


| If you are cold in your Devetions, and don't 


ſerve the Lord with Gladneſi and Fay. 


\ My God! Iam full of Trouble, that 
I ſhould be ſo little pleas'd in the 
Performance of thy Service; and fo ſoon 
weary of it, to the Diſhonour of thy Name. 
Why am I ſo lifeleſs in doing what ſhould 
be the Solace of my Life, and the Re- 
joicing of my Heart? O Lord, renew my 
Spirit, and draw and join my Heart to 
thy bleſſed Self. Conquer my worldly 
Affections, and give me a devout, lively 
Mind in my Devotions, that my cold and 


earthly Defires may riſe and flame up to 


Heaven in Fervours anſwerable to my 
Wants; then ſhall I love thee almoſt as 
VV Angels 
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Angels and glorified Spirits do; and with 
them, at laſt, ſing eternal Hallelujahs. 


1 good Afections kindle, and you love to 
ray to, and praiſe God. 


Leſſed be thy Name, O Lord, who © 
haſt touch'd my Soul with a lively 
Senſe of thy Glory, and my own Good, 
I feel a divine Flame warming my Soul : 

I will therefore praiſe my God with all 
the Tranſports of Love that Mortality 1s 
capable of. O keep alive this holy Fire, 
| which I earneſtly beg for the ſake of 
| Jeſus Chriſt. Amen, 


Before or after finging the Pſalms. 
Ober as I praiſe thee with the Saints 


on Earth, grant that hereafter I may 
with the bleſſed Spirits laud and praiſe 
thy holy Name for evermore. 2 


Before the Sermon. 


Gant, O Lord, that by the Doctrines 
of thy holy Word, my Heart may 
be confirm'd more and more in thy 
Truths; my Mind enlighten'd, my Lite 
amended, and thy Name for cver gloriſied. 


Amen. 


After 


SUN DAH oF 
After Sermon. 


; G Lord, that I may be a Doer of 
thy Word, and not a Hearer only, 
| deceiving my own Soul. O let not the 
| Cares, the Riches, the Pleaſures of the 
World, ſteal it away; but give me Grace 
that I may adorn my Profeſſion, and live 
the Life of Grace here, and the bleſſed 
Life of Glory hereafter, for Chriſt his ſake. 


W hen P rayers are ended, tneel down and 
e 


Fos Org we, O Lord, the Coldneſs of my 
Affections, the Wandrings of my 
Thoughts, and- the Diſtractions of my 
Mind; ſanctify to me all theſe Means of 


Grace, that I may live according to my 
Profeſlion and my Prayers. 


Bing, and Glory, and Wiſdom, and 
Thank, and Honour, and Power, be 
unto God, "and to the Lamb for evermore. 


| When you go out of the Church, or return 
Home © 


[an now departed out of thy Sanctuary, 
| = depart not thou from me, O God; 


but te thy Bleſſing go home with me: 
D 5 Sanctify 
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Sanctify unto me the Word I have heard, 
that with Mary I may ponder all theſ 


. n vi 
Sayings in my Heart; obſerve them uf b. 
my Life; and receive the Comforts d p 
them in my dying Hour. Amen. 0 
Miſpend not this Day, but keep up a Senſe of Re- # 
ligion in your Houſe, that God may dwell where , 


you dwell. I wiſh every Family had, 
1. The Bible and Common Prayer. 

2. The Whole Duty of Man. | 
3. Dr. Sherlock of Death and Judgment. 
4. Dr. Beveridge's Private Thoughts. 
5. Thomas d 2 Serviceable to all Chriſtians, 
but eſpecially it will adminiſter true Comfort to the 

Afflicted. 
6. J/ake's Catechiſm. A Book that will at once 
enlighten your Mind, and warm your Affections. 
»Tis an unpardonable Neglect, not to know the 
Will and Pleaſure of our Lord and Maſter Jeſus 
Chriſt: Of this we are to be inform'd by the Goſpel, 
which is a Guide of the Blind, an Inſtructor of the 
Fooliſh, a Teacher of Babes, a Light that ſhines in 
a dark Place. Many are diſcourag'd from reading 
the Scriptures, by a few obſcure Paſſages; by T hings 
hard. to be underſtood, which hinder theſe Books 
from being fo inſtructive, as might be expected. But 
tis happens, when weak, injudicious People perplex 
themſelves with the abſtruſe Parts of the Bible; ich 
as are, the Prophecies of Daniel, Ezekiel, and the 
Revelations; which give little help to the Ignorant, 
and may lead them into fatal Errors. Some other 
Points, it muſt be own'd, are above our weak Capa- 
Citics to comprehend; as the Perfections of God, his 
Providence, the Nature of our own Souls,. &c. 
Let theſe Parts are uſeful to humble aſpiring Men; 
to teach them to adore theſe Depths of UNE 
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dom; and to excite their Induſtry, to ſearch out di- 
vine Truths. If People of mean Capacities want to 
have the Difficulties they meet with in Scripture ex- - 
plain'd, let them reſort to thoſe Teachers, whom 
God hath plac'd over them. If Parents and Guar- 
dians will obſerve the following DireCtions, great 
Advantage may be expected from them. 

1. Begin with the Goſpels, which are plain and 
eaſy, and yet give great Edification. HIER: 

2. The 5th, 6th, and 7th Chapters of St. Matthew, 
contain the Subſtance of Chriſtianity ; and every pi- 
ous Perſon ought to read and meditate on them, till 
he has copied them into his Life and Converſation. 

3. Enrich your Mind with the Epiſtles, which are 
a fuller Explication of ſeveral Articles of the Chri- 


| ſtian Faith, which were but ſparingly deliver'd by ou 


Saviour. They give particular Commands for diſ- 
charging the Duties relating to all Sorts and Con- 
ditions of Life ; thoſe of Princes and Subj:cts; of 
Paſtors and People; of Husbands and Wives ; of 
Parents and Children; of Maſters and Servants. © 
4. Read over often, and get by heart as much as 
poſſibly you can, of the Book of P/alms, Theſe 
will raiſe in your Soul humble and flaming Affecti- 
ons; as containing the moſt affectionate Prayers, In- 
terceſſions and exalted Strains of Praiſe and Thankſ- 
giving, and will teach People Submiſſion to God's 
Will, in all Conditions of Life. And never did any 
Writing come up to the Loftineſs of the P/alns, 
ſome of them out-do the utmoſt Stretch af human 
Invention, PO 5 
5. Learn Eccleſiaſtes, which will enable you to 
deſpiſe the World ; and Fob will teach you Patience 
and Virtue, - When did Majeſty ride in more Splen- 


dor, than in the Deſcriptions of the Divine. Power ? 
Chap. 38, 39, 40. * Rs 


6. Proceed to the Books of Moſes, Joſhua, Fudges, 
Ezra, and the Cantichs, The Song of Moſes, Exod. 1 5. 
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of Deborah, Judges the 5th; of Humah, 1 Sam. 2A 
Never did any human Author come up to thoſe lofty, 


ink 

grand, and lively Paſtages of Scripture, which I couldM cie 
gladly tranſcribe, but will only point them out ;n 
Deut. 32. 1. Give Lar, O Lord, &c. 2 Sam. 7.18. of 

1 Kings 8. 22. 1 Kings q. 3. 1 Chron. 29. 11. HaialWM in 


1. and 28, Where does Sorrow flow forth- in ſuch 
tender Strains, as in the Lamentations of Jeremiah! 
He ſeems to breathe only in Sighs, and ſpeak in 
__ Groans. What can be compared to the Prophecy e 
| Nahum, wi.en he foreſces the Downfall of proud 
Nineveh ; or to Daniel's dencuncing to Belhazzar 
the Divine Vengeance? Theſe Paſſages of ſacred Writ 
out-do the moſt ſublime Originals of Antiquity, 
T he Souls of theſe Authors were touch'd with a hea- 
venly Flame: How much better to fill Childrens 
Minds with ſuch noble Subjects; the Glory of Ged, 
and the grateful Ackngwledgment of Men for his 
Mercies, than to er Mindy with the prophane 
Uſe of unchaſte Writings? Our modern Wits think 
every thing in Scripture ſo mean and flat, as not to 
be worth their Reading; but all who have a Taſte 
of Learning, find there ſuch a lofty Eloquence, as 
is above the Rules of Human Art. For theſe inſpir'd 
Writers have a grave and manly Majeſty, Clearnefs 
and Beauty: They have no unnatural Rants, no 
high ſwelling Words; but an amiable, great and no- 
ble Simplicity of Language reigns in them. This is 
more entertaining both to the Learned and Pious, 
than the moſt beautiful Paſſages of Heathen Orators 
and Poets. The Wiſe of all Ages have ever been 
of this Opinion, and will ever be: And none ſpeak 
zl of the Bible but Scorners or debauch'd Sinners, 
Who are condemn'd by its Precepts, and denoun- 
ced againſt by its ſeveral Menaces. Tis a fad 
Thought, indeed it is, that many daring Wretches 
uſe their Tongues and Pens againſt this Book, indited 
by the Holy Ghoſt. But do you, O pious CO 
Tong dre 
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dread to deſpiſe the Word of God; by which you ſhall 
infallibly be judg'd at the laſt Day. Who can ſuffi- 
ciently lament, that ſo many pernicious Books appear 
in the World, which put fair Colours on the worſt 
of Crimes? The reading of them may fix Errors 
in the Mind, which cannot be got out again. | 
W hat Miſchief has been done by young Peoples 
delighting in Romances and Plays, and amorous 


Poetry, which generally fill the Head with rambling, 


wanton Thoughts? There may be in theſe Books 
ſome entertaining Wit: But this ſerves only to gild 
over the Poiſon and Danger of them; therefore away 
with them, look not into them, and I aſſure you, 
this will contribute much to ſecure your Virtue. 
Pious Books will turn your Heart. from the Love of 
ſenſual Deſires, and raife the Minds of young People 
up to the Contemplation of more noble and more 
excellent Objects; they will look down with a gene- 
rous Diſdain upon mean Purſuits. | 
T hat hearing Sermons may turn to your Advan- 
tage, hear with an honeſt Simplicity of Heart, beg- 
ing the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, How can you 
be careleſs or ſleepy, when Matters of the laſt Impor- 
tance are laid before you? What can rouze you up, 
if Things relating to your eternal Happineſs or Miſery, 
can't prevail on you to give them an Attention of your 
Mind? Tis not enough, that you hear and remem- 
ber, and are affected with a wiſe Diſcourſe; the main 
Point is, to put in Practice the Inſtructions you have 
heard: The Pleaſures of the World are apt to blot 


out the good Impreſſions made upon your Mind; the 
Cares of Life will choak the Word; therefore at all 


Times, eſpecially on the Lord's Days, ſeriouſly reflect 
upon the uſeful Truths which have been deliver'd ; 
let them excite your Diligence, to attain the Virtues , 
recommended, and avoid the Vices that obſtruct 
your Salvation, 3 


That 
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That you may gain Time for Reading, Meditation 
and be at the publick Aſſemblies before Prayers begin, 
you muſt riſe early, Too many lie long in Bed, and 
give themſelves up to carnal Eaſe and Reſt; yet on 
Week-dayscan ſtir abroad early to purſue their world) 
Affairs: But do you think on Jeſbua's Reſolution ; 4 
for me, and my Houſe, we will ſerve the Lord, Joſh. 24.15 
Go with your Family to the Evening Service, and go 
with the ſame holy Deſire, as in the Morning. Think 

not half a Day enough for God and your Soul. If 
God has dealt bountifully with you, let the Poor, the 

Maim'd, the Halt and the Blind, rejoice with you, 
When you relieve their Bodies, give ſome Inſtruction 
to the Soul, which will make the Charity far greater. 
Therefore, inſtruct the Ignorant, draw Sinners to 
Repentance, comfort the Miſerable, boldly rebuke 
and reprove ſuch as are ſcandalous in their Ways. 
Suffer not your Family to periſh through your Neg- | 
lect; but by your Care, Example, prudent Counſel 
and Reproof, keep your ſelf and them from the Pol- 

- lutions of the Age. How is it that Men are Unjuſt, 

Oppreſſors; that we hear of ſo many Thefts and 
Robberies, Perjuries and Murders? Why have we 
ſo many corrupt Adminiſtrators of Juſtice, unnatural 

Parents, difobedient Children, ill Maſters, faithleſs, 

idle, and impudent Servants? Trace it to the Ori- 

ginal, and it will be found, that the want of a due 

Obſervation of the Sabbath-Day, is the chief Cauſe 

of all thoſe Miſchiefs 275 
All Praiſe be to God, who, in a debauch'd Age, 

hath put it into the Hearts of many worthy Perſons 

to train up poor Youth; the only Way of putting 
a Stop to the Propagation of Sin and Wickedneſs. 
Thanks be given to the pious Benefactors, and all 
who labour in this excellent Work; to their Honour 

be it ſpoken, without Diminution of the Royal Dig- 
nity, they ſhall all ſhare in that glorious Title, of 
being Defenders of the Faith, - 
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cui tion of Parents, Maſters of Fa- 


milies, or Guardians. 


N IO ee ty God, merciful and graci- 
ous, take into thy Protection the 
Children committed to m. y Charge, [name * 
Relations, Orphans, &c.] be pleaſed to give 
item healthful Bodies, 2 wiſe Souls, 
. that they may be thy Servants, and thy 
Children all their Days. Thou knoweſt, 
KO Lord, how weak and inconfiderate 
young People are; how violent their Paſ- 
lions, and how eaſy to be ſeduced! I there- 
fore moſt earneſtly implore thy Bleſſing 
upon my Endeavours, to ſeaſon their 
Minds with a Senſe of Religion, that 
they may be Examples of Virtue, by a 
ſober, humble, and devout Bchaviour 
and Converſation ; ; that ſo they may paſs 
through all the Dangers and Tempta- 
tions of this Life, and be Co-heirs with 
jeſus in the Glories of the next. 


| Conſider that all Children are, by Nature, wild, and 
S muſt be manag'd. Ground, you know, uncultivated, 
will produce nothing but rank Weeds. 778 happier, 
ſays Plato, not to be born, than to be unbred, And be- 
cauſe Errors in the firſt Concoction are ſcarcely to be 
corrected, uſe all Endeavours to prevent ill Cuſtoms, 
and implant ſuch Virtues, that Children may prove 

a Comfort to their Friends, and an Ornament to their 
Country: What is ſo glorious in the Eyes of Mankind, 

as to lee Perſons form'd to Virtue and Honour? 5 


A pious learned Education cannot better be recom e 
mended, than from the Force and Power of Example iu 
Mankind will naturally imitate and do what they . ſſuc 
others do, eſpecially if Perſons of Rank and Qualii Ch. 
ſhall walk before them. To adorn the Young with 
all the Accompliſhments of Mind, s recommended 
to Parents and Tutors, by the beſt and moſt perſua. 
ſive Example in the World, our late gracious Quem the 
CakOLIN E. *'Tis well known, that her Majeſty, of 
in the midſt of the greateſt Affairs, did not negled 
the wiſe and careful Management of the Royal Iſſue; 
which render'd her Majeſty ſo amiable to the People 
of England. The Nation's Happineſs is ſtill increaſing, 
when we behold the Throne bleſt with ſuch a nume- 
rous Off- ſpring, whoſe Minds are form'd by One 
who was her ſelf a ſhining Example of Conſtancy to 
Proteſtantiſm; and was ſo capable and willing to 
inſpire into them the ſame noble Sentiments. That 
the Soul ſhould be without Knowledge is not good, ſays 
Solomon ; eſpecially the Souls of thoſe who are to be 
the Glory of a great and mighty People. The Fruit 
of the whole Courſe of Life, is, in a great meaſure, 
anſwerable to the Seed fown in tender Years: Of how 
great Importance is it then, that our Royal Branches 
ſhould be as eminent for Knowledge, and Love of 
our Conſtitution, as they are for their high Birth? 
Tt may be the Practice of ſome Perſons in our Coun- 
try, as twas of Cataline in Reme, 40 lay in wait for 
the Corruption of Youth, and make a Mock at 
thoſe wholeſome Principles which anxious Parents 
and good Tutors have taught. Therefore greater 
Service cannot be dane, than to implant in tender 
Minds good Knowledge; and to do it ſo deeply, 

that they be not hereafter tofs'd about by every Luſt, 
or Temptation, as the Sea by Winds; but ſtand fix'd 
and immoveable, like Mount Sion. Since nothing 
can tend more to the Peace and Advantage of a 
Kingdom, than diligently to teach thoſe who are to. 
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> Rulers of it; the Nation is pleas'd, that our gra- 
bus Sovereign thus condeſcended to make the Royal 
Iſſue uſeful to the World, and Ornaments to the 
Church and Nation. Her Sacred Majeſty had Sa- 
gacity to diſcern their Temper-:, and Diſcretion to 
manage them, TY Se 
This great Love us'd in the pious Education of 
the Royal Iſſue, gives great Hopes to the Kingdom 
of a laſting Happineſs, and will make her Majeſty's 
Name remain in the Memories of the Juſt, and per- 
petuate her facred Character to the lateſt Poſterity. 
May all Mothers follow this excellent Example, and 
while they employ their Time upon the outward 
Beauty of their Sons and Daughters, let them alſo 
look inward; and think how contemptible is a Wo- 
man ſet out with fine Clothes, while the Accom- 
pliſhments of the Mind are wanting. For, inward 
Graces will be always amiable and efteem'd, as long 
as there is Reaſon or good Senſe in the World. 
Beauty, like a fine Flower, will ſoon decay; but 
the good Qualities of the Mind will always have a 
commanding Influence. DE - 
Some know, by woful Experience, the Trouble of 
uninſtruted Daughters, who by their petulant Hu- 
mours, by Impatience, Bitterneſs and Clamour, have 
entirely alienated from them the Affections of their 
Husbands; who being vex'd by unquiet Tempers, 
have ſought to drown their Cares in exceſſive Drink- 
ing; or to look for Good-nature in other Women, 
which they could not find in their own. When the 
Paſſions rule with an abſolute Sway, not tam'd by 
Religion, how can Peace in a Family be expected? 
Every little thing will make the untaught fly out into 
the Fury of Anger, difturbing their own Peace, and 
that of all that are round about them. Youth at 
firſt may, like tender Oſiers, be eaſily faſhion'd; and 
if Notions of Virkue and Honour are inſtill'd into 
tender Years, they will ſcarce ever wear out with — 
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For tho! the alluring Offers of Sin may, for a Tin 
ſeem to root up all that was ſown, yet when Ven 
and Thought bring the Perſon to himſelf, the god 
Seed early ſown will grow up. Loſe not therefon 
the firſt ſeven or eight Years, God declares, that 
he is pleas'd with the Prime of our Affections, ou 
_ earlieit Years, and the moſt beautiful Faculties of 
the Soul. If youthful Days are neglected, nothing 
but Diſobedience and Trouble can be expected; and 
to have Vexations grow out of our dyn Bowels, and 
come from thoſe, whom God, and Nature, and Gra- 
titude, have ordain'd for our Comfort, will be aua 
unſpeakable Grief; and what is worſe, God will re- Ne 
quire their Blood at their Parents hands, Tis there. ( 
fore our moſt important Concern, early to manage 
tender, pliable Minds: the Paſſions then are fo far from 
being reſtrain'd, that Children learn to be Angry, Mt 
Proud, and Sullen, This is the moſt proper Seaſon to i) 
bend their Humours. What Cruelty is it to let ſuch 
Habits ſettle, as muſt be unlearnt? If Parents or 
Guardians won't make good Children, they muſt not 
expect, when they are advanc'd in Years, they ſhall 
prove any thing but bad Men. Some ſay, let Chil- 
dren indulge their Follies; be idle, fooliſh and vain! 
When they are tir'd with Vice, they will naturally 
chooſe Virtue, O filly Adviſers! if they have never 
been taught what Diſcretion is, how ſhall they make 
a diſcreet Choice? Hinder, it poſſible, the fooliſh 
Blandiſhments of Nurſes, the Flatteries of Servants, 
and their obſcene and indecent Words; and inſtead 
of them, inſtruct them in the whole Compaſs. 17 their 
Duty to God, their Neighbour, and themſelves. If they 
are well taught this early, they will know how to di- 
rect and govern themſelves ever after. Let them firſt 
be inform'd, that there is a God; that we are his 
Creatures; that our Preſervation, and all the Bleſſings 
we enjoy, are from him; that we poor worthleſs De- 
pendants muſt pray to him for what we wank, ws 
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hank him for all we receive. Inform them farther, 
hat there is a Life after Death, where the Good ſhall 
de happy, and the Wicked miſerable to all Eternity. 
orm their Minds to Religion and Virtue, by teach- 
ng them Modeſty, Sincerity, and Tendernefs. 
Firſt, Modeſty. This is a great Preſervative againſt 
Fin and Vice. If the Child is broke looſe from all 
Reſtraint, and the Fear of Shame is gone, what ſhall 
bold him, and bring him to good Manners and Re- 
ligion? 3 5 3 4. 
Second] » Sincerity, This is the Life and Soul of 
Wall other Graces, and will be hereafter the Ornament 
of their Lives, and make them acceptable both to 
God and Man, „ PLE 
Thirdly, Tenderneſs. Their own Bowels will 
prompt them to this Virtue; which will keep them 
from all ſevere oppreſſive Methods. In order to teach 
your Children a ſoft Diſpoſition, keep them from 
Sights of Cruelty ; reprove them if they torture any 
dumb Creature for Sport; for this will harden their 
Hearts, and make them leſs apt to compaſſionate the 
Wants of the Diftreſs'd. RE IIS 8 
We find young Children treat with Cruelties young 
Birds, Batter Flies, and other Creatures which fall 
into their Hands. Watch them narrowly, and if 
they incline to any ſuch Temper, they muſt be taught 
the contrary Uſage, For the Cuſtom of tormenting 
and killing of Beaſts will not be apt to teach them to 
be very compaſſionate to their own kind. Eſpecially, 
train your Children up to keep their Paſſions in Sub- 
jection; for Anger drives them to Quarrels, and per- 
haps, to Murder; an over-eager Deſire will prompt 
them to be covetous, cheating; and Fear makes them 
rather offend God, than diſoblige a great Man, If 
theſe irregular Paſſions are let alone in Children, they 
will in time get an abſolute Aſcendant over them; 
and a Soul under the Dominion of them, is ſtormy 
and contentious, froward and cruel, full of Spite and 
To. | Rancour, 
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Rancour. When Children eagerly crave what il 
_ pleaſant, *tis not fafe to gratify them; let them fre. 
quently be diſappointed, and learn to ſubmit to the 
better Judgment of their Guardians. While you 
teach them the Government of the Tongue, take 
all Care to render a Lye and Breach of Faith as the 
moſt deteſtable and odious Vice. Keep them, if poſ- 
fible, from lewd Words, and prophane Talk; from 
Oaths and Imprecations. Tis a dangerous thing to 
let theſe bad Qualities take root in Children, You 
will conſider, whether Intemperance in Meat and Amd 
Drink be not the Fuel of inordinate Appetites. And, che 
to conclude this Point, let them learn to be true and 
| Juſt in all their Dealings, and not ſuffer'd, even at 
Play, to cheat and over-reach; leſt, when they be- 9" 
come Men, they ſhould put in practice the ſame Tricks. WW 
The Reaſon we have now ſo much Wickedneſs and 
Injuſtice in the World, is, becauſe good Principles were 
not inſtill'd into Children. The great and eminent 
Bleflings which follow a virtuous Education, cannot 
but recommend it to all Parents, For what more no- 
ble and more valuable Ornaments than to be meek and 
humble, to be pure and chaſte, to be modeſt and gentle, 
patient and charitable, merciful and compaſhonate ? 
*Tis in theſe, that the Perfection of our Nature con- 
fiſts. But by all means let Parents and Guardians ſet 
before their Children a good Example. I aſſure my 
ſelf, that if they did ſee worthy Actions exemplify'd by 
their Parents, this would be a very powerful Means to 
derive worthy Actions into the Children, who are na- 
turally prone to imitate what their Parents practiſe. 


Childrens Prayer for their Parents, or 
Guardians. Roe” 

F A Merciful Redeemer, who didſt take 

little Children up in thy Arms, lay 

thy Hands upon them, and bleſs WP ; 
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Lok graciouſly upon me, who am one of 
hy Children. Make me dutiful to my 
Parents, and kind Inſtructors ; bleſs their 
godly Admonitions, that my Mind may . 
be proof againſt all Allurements to Sin 

unto my Life's end. O let the holy An- 

gels guard and defend me; thy Holy Spi- 
it guide me, that as I grow in Years, I 
may grow in Wiſdom and Goodneſs, to 
the Comfort of my Friends, the Honour 
and Glory of thee, my God, and to my 
own Happineſs here and for ever. 


Though we are on this Day reſtrain'd from our 
own Work, we are not from God's. Works of 
Neceflity, of Piety and Charity, of viſiting the Sick, 
of reconciling Differences, and relieving the Poor, 
are ſuitable Employments for this Holy Day, 


As you began the Day piouſly, ſo end it by Reading „ and 
Nun Prayer. 


That by keeping holy the Sabbath-Day in this Life, 
you may hereafter with Saints and Angels celebrate 
an eternal Sabbath of Praiſe and Joy in Heaven, 
God grant for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, Amen, 


as to make us neglect thoſe happy Op- 


THE 


GREAT FESTIVALS 


—_ — 


MEDITATION. 


HE Afairs of this Life, our Es- 
gerneſs after the good Things of 
it, ſhould not ſo far engroſs our Thoughts, 


portunities of working out our own Sal- 
vation ; nor the Love of Pleaſure pre- 
vail on us, to conſume them in ſenſual 
Enjoyments ; but our rejoicing muſt be 
with Temperance. If we caſt our Eyes 
abroad, we fee, that at theſe holy Sea- 
ſons, every where reigns a Spirit of Plea- 
iure and Effeminacy, of Luxury and 
Wantonneſs, of criminal Engagements, 
and all the other Vices which make Mens 
Practices irregular, and tend to Debau- 
chery and a general Diſſoluteneſs of Man- 
ners. The Airs and Modes People engage 
in, by converſing and complying with 
the World, poiſon the Mind by degrees. 
Now 


c—— — 


Now to avoid this, we ſhall do well to 
de conſtant at theſe holy Seaſons, to at- 
end the publick Worſhip with humble 
houghts, compos'd Behaviour, and a 
hankful Heart: to commemorate theſe 
Myſteries of our Redemption with rais'd 
houghts of God's wonderful Goodneſs 
declared to the Sons of Men: to keep 
ſtedfaſt in the Belief of theſe heavenly 
Truths, and undaunted in the Profeſſion 
of them : ſo devoutly to ſpend our Time 
on theſe holy Feſtivals, in meditating up- 
on the Wonders of Love commemora- 
ted on them, and diligently practiſe the 
Doctrines then taught; and being faith- 
ul unto Death, may at laſt receive a 
"non of Life and Glory, 45 


The PRAYER. 


LL Praiſe be to thee, O God, who 
haſt graciouſly given me a noble 
Being, and Bleſſings both ſpiritual and 
temporal for this Life, and in order to a 
better. Ss 1 wer 12; 

I adore and praiſe thee, O Lamb of God, 
who haſt reſcued me from the Slavery of 
din, and the Dominion of the Devil. 

All Honour and Thankſgiving be unto 
thee, O bleſſed Spirit, for thy miraculous 

. ER : Gitts 
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Gifts beſtow'd on the Apoſtles; and for 
| thoſe ordinary Gifts, whereby all devout 
Chriſtians have in all Ages been enabled 
to work out their Salvation: Grant that 
I, being enlighten'd and enflam'd by the 
Memoty of theſe Wonders of Love, may 
conſtantly attend the publick Worſhip, 
and with Agdmiration celebrate theſe high 
Myſteries here below, that hereafter ! 
may join with the bleſſed Spirits, © Blef- 
fing and Honour, Wiſdom and Power, 
be to him that fits upon the Throne, 
and to the Lamb tor all Eternity. 
© Amen. . 


As Praiſe is due to God for all his Mercies, ſo 
ought he, in a more eſpecial manner, to receive your 
Homage and Adoration when you commemorate the 
Mercies vouchſafed, on the great Feſtivals; as our 
Saviour's Incarnation, Reſurrection, Aſcenſion, and 
ſending of the Holy Ghoſt, For, think how many 
Generations of Men have liv'd and died without the 
Knowledge of theſe uncommon and diſtinguiſh'd Fa- 
vours: They are left in Ignorance, but you are made 
wiſe unto Salvation. God, rich in Mercy, hath given 
you all poſſible Proof of his Loving kindneſs. 

And now what a baſe and ſhameful Ingratitude 
will it be in you to forget the Bleſſings theſe auſpicious 
Days bring to your Remembrance? 2 

But, alas! we ſee (and we grieve to ſee) that theſe 
holy Seaſons, deſign'd for better Purpoſes, are unhap- 
: ply made the Inſtruments of Vice and Extravagance. 

e ſee, to the Diſgrace of our pure Religion, that 
they are ſpent in Luxury and Exceſs, | 


Some 


2 . n 4 4 tv, aA 3 
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Some Blaſphemere, in this looſe Age, exalt their 
Voices againſt theſe Days; others treat the moſt ſe- 
rious Offices prepared by the Church for theſe Fe- 
ſtivals, with Sport and Laughter. A third fort ri- 
dicule the Doctrines, which, in the Opinion of the 
World, command Reſpect and Veneration: But tho” 
theſe Philiſtines have ſworn together againſt the Lord, 
and his Church, I truſt in God they fight in vain, 
'Tis the part of every faithful Chriſtian, as much as 
in him lies, to obviate this ſpreading Miſchief: Do 
you, therefore, beg of God Almighty to preſerve in 
your Mind a lively Senſe of the Mercy you comme- 
morate. Think on the great Myſteries of your Re- 
demption, and your Heart will be truly thankful. 
Let not Covetouſneſs, or Pleaſure, ſo entirely take up 
your Thoughts, as to hinder you from working out 
your own Salvation, Be conſtant at the Houſe of 
God with devout Behaviour; and forget not to ap- 
proach the Altar with heavenly Affections. Bring 
to your Lord the Sacrifice of Praiſe; bring Hymns 
of Glory to his awful Name. How can you, with- 
out Amazement, think on your Lord's miraculous 
Incarnation ; on his painful Crucifixion, his Reſur- 
rection, his triumphant Aſcenſion into Heaven, and 
his ſending down the Holy Spirit? Improve all theſe 
holy Seaſons to the Advantage of your Soul; be watch- 
ful againſt all Temptations; moderate in your lawful 
Enjoyments, that you be not enſnared : Then will 
you be ſanctified here, and received into Glory here- 
after. That you may not forget theſe Wonders of 
Love, vouchſaſed you at theſe holy Seaſons, the fol- 
lowing Collects may be of Uſe. | 


. On CHRISTMAS-DAY. 
Toby, and ever bleſſed Jeſus, who 
being the eternal Son of God, and 
moſt high in the Glory of God the Fa- 
5 they, 
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ther, didſt vouchſafe for us Men; and for 
dur Salvation, to be cloathed with * 

Fleſh; to heal the Broken-hearted, 
help the Miſerable, and to fave "ty 
which was loſt; to deliver us from the 
eternal Miſeries 'of Hell, and make us 
Partakers of Heaven with the Saints in 

Light: O that I may ever, with all Ad- 

miration, Reverence, and Thankfulneſs 
receive and ponder this great Myſtery of 
Godlineſs! O welcome News, that 
Chriſt Jeſus came into the World to fave 
Sinners! News, which a multitude of 
the heavenly Hoſt celebrated with Songs 
of Praiſe. Quicken me, Lord, that 1 
alſo may duly expreſs the Delight which 
my Soul doth feel: that I may comply 
with the gracious Deſigns of thy Mercy 
to do me good. Keep me, O God, all 
this Seaſon, from abuſing the good Things 
allowed me for the Refreſhment of my 
Body; and from glutting my felf with 
fleſhly Enjoyments, as the Manner of 
me 1 is. 

O work in me ſuch a Senſe of the ma- 
ny and great Bleſſings which this Time 
brings to my Remembrance; ; that ado- 
ring and beheving in thee, as my Lord 

and Sayiour, I may truſt in thy infinite 
n imitate thy holy Example, obey 


thy 


| 
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thy. Commands, and at laſt reign. with 
thee, God bleſſed hls ever, Wan with- 


out end. 


Or our Saviour $ Death, Obo. Fd. 


1 Come before thee, O Lord, i in the loweſt 
Proſtrations of Soul and Body, with 
Eyes full of Tears, and a Heart full of 

Grief and Sorrow. When I look on my 
Saviour, and then on my ſelf, I am aſto- 
niſh'd at the Wonders of thy Eove, 
which . ſurpaſſes che ane of Men 
and Angels 1 

Ih he all died; "and: by. the Offence 

of « one, Judgment came upon all Men to 
Condemmation, My Saviour ſhed his pre- 
cious Bled, that I might not. fuffer the 
Pains of eternal Death; but be advanced 
to Honour, Glory, and ene with 
him. 
Idefiremot, to live, but that 1 may live | 
to Chriſt, Who died for me. Aſſiſt me, 
0 bleſſed Spirit, to Pry my ſelf, and 

to tread in the Steps of this humble, 
meek, and patient Sufferer. Keep in 


me ſuch a lively Senſe of my. Saviour's 4 


Anguiſh, that I may bitterly. hate Sin, 
the © Cauſe of his Torments; and teach 
me the Value of my Soul, for which he 
a was obedient to pg. even the Death o of 
LOTT the 
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the Croſs. Confirm my Courage, that] 
may fight manfully under the Banner of 
my crucified Saviour, that nothing either 
in Life or Death may ever ſeparate me 
from the Love of my glorious Redeemer; 
who with the Father and the Holy Spi. 
mt, liveth and reigneth one God, bleffed 
for ever. 


Ae. EASTER. 
TElcome, bleſsd Day, wherein my 


Clouds of Fear. My glorious Redeemer 
| hath triumph'd over the Powers of Dirk- 
neſs, and conquer'd Hell and the Grave. 
He is riſen, and hath ſhewn that he is 
able to fave himſelf, and to fave all that 
come to God through him. By his 
Death, he hath deſtroy d Death; and by 
his riſing to Life again, hath reſtored Man 
to everlaſting Life. Sing then, O my Soul, 

_ Unto the Lord, a Pſalm of Joy: Sin with 
a chearful Voice, and thankful Heart, 
Say to the ſighing Sinner, Be of good 
Comfort. Tell abroad this Soul fein 


Truth, 7 he Lord of - Life is riſen again. 


O make me riſe from the Death of Sin 
to the Life of Righteouſneſs, that'I may 


ſpend the remainder of my Days to ſe- 
Kue ches Happineſs purchaſed for me. 


This 


Saviour aroſe, and chaſed away the 


SG een: Sue. wk. Sw SE 
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This Reſurrection can ſpeak Comfort un- 
der all, even my bittereſt Sorrows. Tho“ 
I mourn, and am afflicted here, my Tears 
ſhall be turned into Joy; and that Joy 
no one ſhall take from me: Though my 
Body ſhall be crumbled into Duſt, or 
devour'd by the Fiſh of the Sea, yet ſhall 
I live, and with theſe very Eyes ſee my 
Redeemer, and enjoy him whom my Soul. 
has long lov'd, and be united to my 2 
rious Head for ever and ever. 


On Aſcenſion- Day. 


O King of Glory, who art exalted far 
above all Principalities and Powers, 
and enthron'd in th as e Kingdom, 
where Saints and 3 and all he Hoſt 
of Heaven, do admire. and. adore thee, 


look down from on high on me thy hum | 


ble Servant here below. O make me feel 


the powerful Attraction of thy Grace and | 


Holy Spirit ; draw up my Mind and De- 
ſires from flecting earthly Enjoyments, to 
the ſolid, laſting Glories above, Why, 
my Heart, wilt thou dwell on Earth, 
ſince thy glorified Jeſus is aſcended into 
Heaven? From this time J will lift up 
my languiſhing Head towards thee, O 
Heaven, and reach at thy Glories. My 
Knees ſhall bow at thy exalted Name; 
3 
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My Tongu ie ſhall confeſs thy Glory; and 


thou chalt be the daily Entertainment of 


= moſt ſerious Thoughts. 

O grant that after 1 have dwelt Above 
in Heart and Spirit, I may with my Sa- 
viour thither Arnd and be for ever with 
the Lord; there, together with the whole 
Church rriumphant, ſee'and admire, loye 


and ptaiſe thee,” O bleſſed" God, World 
without end. Amon, HY 


On Whitfundey, or . 1. coming, of | the Heh 
Gh. 


0 Lord, thou didſt lend dow A gt this 
* time the Hol Ghoſt in fiery Tphgues, 
which fat upon the Diſciples Heads; and 
produced in them glorious Effects, turn- 
ing their Ignorance into Learning, their 
Fear into Courage, their Weakneſs into 
Strength, their Sorrow into Joy; and who, 
maugre all the Devices of Satan, haft con- 
2 the Heathen World, and ſet up 
the Kingdom of the Lord Chriſt: Had 1 & 
this Tongues of Saints and Angels, had I 
thine own miraculous Tongues, thoſe 
which ſat flaming on the Heads of the 
Apoſtles; and made them ſpeak Wonders 
in every Language, ſtill my Praiſe would 
be finitely leſs than thy infinite Perfecti- 
ons. O heavenly, ſweet, divine Comforter, 


enter 


enter into my Soul; that it may appear by 
all the Fruits of my Life, that the ſame 
Grace doth ſtill abide with me. But, woe 
is me! Thou wilt not enter into a Soul 
polluted with Sin; nor ſtay in a Breaſt 
where thy Grace has been deſpiſed, But, 
O adorable Spirit, who: workeſt all in all, 
forgive (I humbly entreat thee) my re- 
fiſting thy bleſſed Inſpirations, and quench- 
ing the holy Flames thou haſt ever kindled 
in my Breaſt, and fo cleanſe my Heart 
with thy celeſtial Fire; burn up in me all 
the Droſs of Sin, and let the Chaff that is 
in me be conſum-'d at thy Prefence, that 
may be fit to receive and entertain thee 
as my Guide and Comforter, Then ſhall 
I know and love, and conſtantly do the 
Things that are right, and fo walking by 
the Influences of thy Grace here, I fhall 

be fitted for thy Glory hereafter. - © © 


Another to the ſame Efett. oY F | 
E Ternal Spirit, who didſt ſurprize the 
a= Diſciples with Wonder, inſpiring them 
with an heavenly Power, geen their 


Hearts with Zeal, and filling their Mouths 
with the Languages of all the World; O 
create a bleſſed Change in my Heart! 
Come, my Soul, with all thy Faculties 
about thee; come, proſtrate adore the 

5 E 4. _ eternal. 
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eternal Spirit; beg him to excite and ſtir 
thee up to all Good. I bluſh at my per- 
verſe Folly ; for thou haſt ſometimes in- 
ſpired holy Fervors, which continued with 
me a few Hours; but alas! many whole 
Days being ſpent in Idleneſs and ſinful 
Vanity, the Flame of Devotion was ex- 


tingutſh'd ; but, O Lord my God, fix this 


intermitting Piety into a ſteddy conſtant 
Holineſs. When thou ſeeſt me run on 
in the Ways of Death, O ſend thy Grace 


to check my deſperate Speed; ſhew me 
the dreadful State of unpenitent Sinners ; 
ſtrike my regardleſs Soul with Terror and 

Amagzement, and ſet before my Eyes the 


beauteous Proſpect of a pious Life: O 
bleſſed Spirit, the only Comforter of all 
_ Sorrows, be ever with my Spirit; with 
a ſwift and efficacious Touch, ſuppreſs 


my evil Affections, and ſanctify all the 


Faculties of my Soul. Have Mercy on 
me, O adorable Holy Ghoſt, govern my 


Life with thy Holy Rules, then my Joy 


in thee ſhall be a greater Delight than all 


the Pleaſures in the World. To thee, 


O Holy Spirit, with the Father, and. my 


dear Saviour, be alt Honour and Glory 


in all the Churches of the Saints, from . 
this Time forth and for evermore. Auen * 


Anen. 
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MEDITATION. 


Cannot but bleſs and praiſe God, who ; 

has inſtructed: his holy Church with. 
the heavenly Doctrine of the Apoſtles, . 
and has not abandoned me to the dim 
Sight of my own Reaſon, but in the holy 
Scriptures has graciouſly: reveal d what- 
ever is neceſſary for me te believe and 
practiſe in order to my eternal Salvation ;- 
grant I may with Diligence apply my ſelf 
to the reading of thoſe ſacrę Volumes: 
I commentorate, with all Thankfulneſs, 
the Heroick Picty of the Saints; who 
ſerved the Lord in Hunger and Thixſt; 
on Racks, and in Tortures, and who ch 
counter'd Death without Fear; I rejoice 
in the Happineſs they are advanced to. 
But hat mall J do, that I may partake. 
win them of the Heavenly Kingdom? 


How ſhall I,, goor Duſt and Aſhes, and 


laden too with the Burthen of my dins; 
how ſhall I hope to aſcend tliofe higher 
Regions? Fear not, aſk the bleſt Saints; 
near ally'd to us, what brought them to 
Happineſs; they anſwer, We once lived 
in the Valley of Tears, and were ſet to 
ſtrive with the ſame unruly Paſſions; he 
that enabled us to overcome, will ſtrength- 3 
| x Bk data © 
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en you. Love your own true Intereſt, 
which" is no hard Command; obey your 
own Creator 85 Voice: Love abe op your 


dear Redecmer, and the Grace or God 
1 will work all good Works in you, 


i... - TH: 42 RA LGB: 


Pty. Oo Lord, thy ſilly Children, who 
live below in the dark, ſtill -wifhing 
Sor Reſt, but finding none; O take away 
that Veil that blinds our Eyes, and let us 
ſee that there's a better World than this; 
a happier People than thoſe we know. 
For, how glorious is the Kingdom of 
Heaven; where our Lord reigns. in the 
midſt of the Saints! Look up, my Soul, 
and ſee a glorious P ace; incomparably 
beyond the Courts of Kings: O may i 
learn of the Bleſſed, to be humble and 
meek, to ſubmit like them to the Will of 
Heaven; to guide our Senſes by the Rule 
of Reaſon, and our Reaſon by the Dic- 
tates of Religion. We hope one Day to 
dwell above: mean while, we'll join our 
Voice with your Hymns, Salvation to 
our God, who fits on the Throne, and 
to the Lamb that redeem'd us with his 
Blood. Allelyah, Amen. 
The Saints are they that planted the C ure of 


God with their Doctrine; ſettled it with Miracles; 
and water's it with their Blood. Ty hazard 


Go od. 
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their Lives among barbarous Nations; they rejected 
the Flatteries of the World; and were called from 
their painful Labours on Earth, to a bliſsful Reſt in 
Heaven. Rejoice that you have ſo many good Exam- 
ples of Men, who loved their Lord and r Chriſt 
more than all the Friendſhip of the World, nay, than 
their own Lives. Thrice happy you, if in a right 
manner you'll celebrate their Memories; then youill 
follow their bleſſed Steps in all virtuous and good. li- 


ving. Then ſhall you alſo come to thoſe an de 
Glories which they now enjoy, and which are pre- 
pared for all, who, like them, unfeignedly love God: 
And would not you think your ſelf happy, could, you 
join in Conſort with theſe holy Ones, who-ſing to 
their Chriſt and King, one of. theſe pleaſant Songs of 
Sion? And what hinders but you may have the Vouch- 
fafement'of this Happineſs? They who now reign'th 
Heaven, once, like you, liv'd in this Valley of Teagg, 
and ſtrove with the ſame 'Lemptations. Be a Fol- 
lower of them, as they were of Chriſt ; be coura- 
geous in the Profeſſion of the Truths of the Goſpel; 
paſs through Honour and Difhbnout, through goot 
Report or evil Report, for Righteouſneſs ſake ; aud 
you ſhall reſt with them. For you profeſs the ſame 
eligion with theſe Saints; you partake of the far 
holy Sacraments; you are bred in the ſame Apoſts- 
lick Faith; you are redeem'd with the ſame ineſti- 
mable Price; God, who enabled them to overcome, 
will alſo ſtrengthen you. God, who knew their 
Doubts and Fears, will guide you through afl Dan- 
gers, as he did his faithful Servants of old: If you 
perſevere, at laſt your Soul ſhall depart in Peace, 


and go up to dwell in Heaven, where you, with the 


Choir of Angels and glorified Saints, ſhall for ever 


fing the Mercies of the Lord. The Church of God 
hath prepared her ſolemn Offices for eacttFgint's Day. 


Mr. Nelſon, and Dr. Stanhope, wiltgive Nu ſenſi- 
ble Pleaſure and Delight if you read tem, I ſhall 
l Delis e 
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only add a Collect for you who are obliged to labour 
that Day, and cannot reſort te the publick Aſſemblies 
of the Saints. . WW” 

Collect on any Saint's Day. 
Bleſins, Honour, Glory, and Praiſe 
be to thee, O Father of Mercies, 

for all thoſe great Inſtruments of the 
Holy Ghoſt, the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt, 
andthe hleſſed Champions of Truth, who 
have convey d the Light of thy glorious 
Goſpel] to the World, and overcome the 
Kingdom of Darkneſs: Eſpecially I praiſe 
thy Name for the eminent Virtues de- 
clared in the Saint we this Day com- 
memorate | ame Ze} who departed 
this Life with the Seal of Faith, and 
" nowre'gns in Bliſs and Glory, whom we 
think on with Joy, and remember with 
Honour : For him, and all other thy 
happy Servants, our Fathers and Brethren 
(Fore think on any virtuous. Relation or 
artyr wbo fuffer'd. for Righteou ffs ſake] 
who departed this Life in thy Faith an 
Fear. ' Behold with Pity, Lord, the Dan- 
gers to which the Frailty of our Nature 
is perpetually. expos'd; grant that the 
Feſtival Memory of this glorious Man 
may quicken my Heart, .that I may with 
2 glad and willing Mind imitate his Hu- 
-mulity, Seif-denial, Courage in ound 


FASTS and PRASTS. 8 . 


the Truth; and diligently. practiſe the 
Doctrines he taught, that I may leave an 


Example of. univerſal Obedience to thoſe 
that come after ;, ſo that at the laſt, with 
the Saints that are gone before me, 1 may 

ſing eternal Hallelujahs to the Honour 
of thy e Frs Chriſt {WY : 


Saviour. 
1 + 13 In. 


EAST W eee 
FacrING, a Duty always-oblepy'd hy 1 50 Nen 
of old, was uſed as a ds to ex Sorrow, 
and to bring the Mind into à Diſpoſition of — 4 
dering any thing of great Moment and Importance. 


Publick Faſts are enjoin by ity, to Which 
ou are N 7. G0 lietce, On ſuch = 


ys of Humiliation you are to mourn ſor national 
Calamities, occaſion'd b. y publick Sins, and pray for 
a Removal of them, On private Faſts, you are to 
confeſs your own Sins, to. humble your Sou), - and 
admire the Riches of that Grace and Merey which 
hath ſpared you ſo long: You are to-accuſe, judge, 
and condemn your ſelf, that you be not judged of the 
Lord. David, we read, chaſtnes his N The 
ing: St. Paul kept his Body under b 
primitive Chriſtians adſtain'd from Wii an. and 928 
eating uſually Herbs, or Pulſe, with Bread. But 
the Cuſtom 1 Faſting. in theſe Days, is to ſorbear 
eating and drinking till the Evening; or if we keep. 
our ordinary time, to eat ſparingly, and not gratfy. 
the Palate by any luxurious Dainties ; for to feed thg. 
Body high, is to teach the. Soul to rebel againſt God. 
To Jeſtain from Flgſh, and eat Fiſh, can't be call'd 
Abftinence,. much, leſs Faſting ;. for ſome Stomachs 
and Appehbesave better * and ſatis fied * * 3 
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than with Fleſh. But to faſt indeed, is ſtrictly to 
abſtain from all manner of Food, Meats and Drinks, 
and to give your ſelf wholly to Prayer and Confeſſion Fx 
of Sins. If Age and Infirmities make Faſting very N 
prejudicial to your Health, and hinder, rather than T 
promote your Devotion; if you have liv'd to be old, iff tl 
and liv'd well, you have learnt to keep a continual © @ 
Faſt in a good Senſe ; that is, by living always regu- 
larly, foberly, denying your ſelf, all vain and ſinful x 
Pleaſures of the World, and daily mortifying your 
fleſhly Luſts. However, you are to faſt on Ab. 
Wedneſday, Goed- Friday, and all publick Faſts en- 
Join'd. by Authority. On theſe Days you are to faſt 
until the Evening, and ſpend the Day in the Houſe 
of God, and alſo in private Prayer, penitential De- 
votions, and reading of the Holy Scriptures. Think 
and meditate on the unſpeakable Goodneſs of God, 
on the gracious Promiſes of the Goſpel, and the free 
Offers of Mercy to all penitent Sinners; on the bitter 
Death and Paſſion of the Son of God, for you, 

a. miſerable Sinner. Humble and abaſe your Soul, 
conſidering how unworthy you are of ſo great a Be- 
neft; caſting your Eyes down to the Ground, fay 
often, God be merciful to me à Sinner. In caſe of hard 
Labour and Sickneſs, allowance, I ſay, will be made 
in this Duty. And though you in the Country work 
painfully, you muſt abſtain from exceſſive eating and 
drinking. Be exact in looking into the State of your 
Soul; and, in all Reſpects, ſhew ſuch an Humiliation 
as is proper, for one who is, thro' his Sins, in danger 
of loſing the Favour of GW. 


Collect on a Faſt-Day, and in all Lent. 


CY God of all Glory, I bluſh to think 
that I am one of thoſe degenerate 
Children, whom thou haſt nouriſh'd 

3 „ 
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and brought up, and that have rebelled 
againſt thee, But, Lord, in pity to my 
frail Eſtate, lay not to my charge my paſt 
Tranſgreſſions. Accept of the Merits of 
thy dear Son, my Saviour ; let his pre- 
cious Blood ſpeak for me, fince I have no- 
thing to ſay for my ſelf. Be merciful to 
this ſinful Nation, which has abus'd thy 
manifold and great Bleſſings. O that thy 
Threatnings may work an humble Sub- 
miſſion, and unfeign'd Repentance upon 
me, that my Abſtinence from Food may 
work in me Abſtinence from Sin and 
Folly, and give ſuch good Diſpoſitions as 
thou requireſt. Then ſhall this Day of 
Humiliation be follow'd by Days of re- 
joicing, where I ſhall never hunger, never 
thirſt any more; where I need not be con- 


cern'd about Meat, or Drink, . or Clothes : 


Love and Praiſe will be my Meat and 
Drink; Righteouſneſs my Garments; and 
Holineſs my Robes of Glory. 


That your Faſting may make your Prayers moſt 
fervent, your Devotions quick, your Mind clear : 
and that you may at laſt enjoy the Feſtival of An- 
gels, and eat and drink with your n. Maſter in 
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. Corrtcrs for the moſt Eminent 
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5 1H you in the Country are honeſtly and fully £®? 
employ'd, yet you have ſome ſpare Time, which dr 
you ſhould wiſely employ to the Advantage of your ar 
Soul, If you learn theſe following Collects, you 

cannot be a Stranger to any part of your Duty, n 

They will ſtore your Mind with variety of good I © 

Thoughts; the Temper of your Mind will be chang'd, IP 
your Heart renew'd, your inward Affections ſanCti- I 
fied, You will every Day improve in ſolid Virtue, I; 

axnd, by the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, you wil 1. 

perſevere to the. End. 1 [ 
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S from a polluted Fountain unwhol- 

& ſome Streams will always flow; fo 
from a finful filthy Mind corrupt Imagi- 
nations will be perpetually rifing. Tis 
then of great moment. to let Virtue keep 
the poſſeſſion of your Heart. Satan leaves 
no Stratagem uneſſay'd to gain the Aﬀecti- 
ons: Af his curſed Suggeſtions prevail, 
his Work is done. For, he will hurry 
the Sinner into all vicious Diſorders; in 
which, if. he continues long, *tis with 


COLLECTS. 8 
great Difficulty, if ever he is reclaim'd to 
a better Mind. If earthly, ſenſual and 
ſinful Objects inſinuate themſelves into 
the Mind; Virtuous, good and worthy 
ones cannot get Acceſs. Learn then Pu- 
rity of Heart, and heavenly Wiſdom. 
Let not that wild, impatient Defire of 
any thing here, though ever. fo alluring, 
draw you off from God. Omit not at 
any time religious Exerciſes; you can- | 
not, you ſay, at all Times, have leiſure; 
but certainly, no one can want an Op- 
portunity of repeating a ſhort Collect: 
This will protect and defend you: This 
will enable you to reſiſt the Aſſaults of 
the Devil. F 8 
The P RATE R. 
EAR me, moſt merciful Saviour, I 
- moſt humbly beſeech thee, and let 
thy powerful Grace be ever preſent with 
thy weak unworthy Servant. I am not 
able, of my ſelf, to do or think any thing 
| that is good. O let thy Spirit afſiſt my 


| poor Endeavours, vanquiſh the Tempta- 


tions that ſurround me, fix my incon- 
ſtant Mind, and follow me all the Days 
of my Life, that I may perſevere in good - 
Works unto the End. Thou True, thou 
Chicf, thou eternal Good of pious Souls, 
2 OY | come 
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come and enflame my Heort with thy 
celeſtial Fire; come, and burn up in me 
all the Droſs of Sin, that there may be 
a Way prepar'd for thee. For by remo- 
ving theſe Obſtructions of thy bleſſed Ap. 
proach, I humbly hope my Soul will be 
ready for thy Impreſſions, and fitted for 
thy Inſpirations. Amen. 


FAITH 


My God, 1 firmly believe that 45 
diaſt make all Things out of nothing; 

that thou, O bleſſed Jeſu, didſt take upon 
thee our frail Nature, and die to be a Sa- 
| erifice for Sin; I believe, that the holy 
Scriptures contain all that is neceſſary for 
me to believe and practiſe, in order to my 
eternal Salvation. I believe, that Tor- 
ments which ſhall never end, are Prepi- 
red for all who obey not the Golpel oi 
Chriſt ; and that Manſions of everlaſting 
Glory ſhall receive the Obedient. Grant, 
Lord, that I'may always dread this fatal 
1 Doom; and not take more pains to avoid 
the tranſitory Evils of this Life, than to 
avoid thoſe that are eternal. Pity, O gra- 
cious God, the vaſt Number of Chriſtian 
Unbelievers, and increaſe their Faith. 
Grant, Lord, I- may ſo live in thee, that 


it. may Par thou liveſc in me; then 
hall 


> 8 1 * S ” 
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ball I at laſt attain the End of my Faith, 
even the Salvation of my Soul. 
on hou who art Almighty, and thy 
Power greater far than the Fury of 
my Enemies; when Troubles compaſs me 
about, whether I am comforted, or left 
deſolate; whether I am healthful or fickly;, 
ſuccour'd or abandon'd by the good Things 
of this Life, grant that my 'Truſt and Con- 
dence may be in thee, O God. If the 
Fields ſhall yield no Corn, and the Flocks 
are cut off from the Fold, yet as lang a1 
hve Twill hope in thy Mercy. And as Imuſt 
take pains to ſupport my ſelf in this World, 
that my hopes of living may be well 
grounded, ſo will I alſo ſtrive for the eter- 
nal-Inheritance above. O bleſſed Hope, 
be thou my chief Delight in Life; be thou 
my Support under all temporal Loſſes, and 
my Comfort at the Hour of Death; that 
when my Saviour ſhall appear with Power, 
and great Glory, I may hope to be made 
like unto him in his everlaſting; Glory. 
Amen. N 4; $3 6-16 "+ at A1 l 
ar, 
Dear Jeſu, heavenly Samaritan; Who 
— didft love me to that degree, 8 
4 | | dice 
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die for me, what ſhall I do to expreſs my 


Affection to. thee? I will ſhew all king 
of Compaſſion to the Afflicted, and re- 
lieve the Neceſſities of my poor Brethren, 
who are Members of thy Body. I will 
alſo, according to thy Command, forgive 
mine Enemies, as I deſire to be forgiven; 
that ſo exerciſing my ſelf in real Acts of 
Mercy and Beneficence, I may be a Fol- 
lower of my Redeemer's Steps on Earth, 
and at laſt meet in his Nee Kingdom, 
where Charity reigns in full Perfection; 
where tis the conſtant Employment of 
Angels and Saints innumerable, to praiſe 
and love, and love and praiſe without 
wearmeſs and without end. 
HUMILITY. 
O God, thou art the eternal Source of 
all Perfection, and I a miſerable 
Wretch; nothing but poor Duſt and 
Aſhes, Folly and Vanity; what have I 
then to glory of? My Body, moulded by 
thy Hand, will ſoon be the Food of 


Worms; my Mind, the Breath of Life 


infuſed by thee, is by my Folly pollu- 


ted with Sin; if I excel in Health or 


Strength, in Comelineſs, or Riches, all 


is the Effect of thy Bounty. O let this 


Knowledge of my ſelf mortify all prove 


nc 
he 
ane 
ful 


tles 
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ind vain Thoughts! Enable me to bear 
e Injuries of wicked Men with Patience; 
Ind the Reproofs of good Men with Thank 
ulneſs. Let me never inſult over the Frail- 
ties of my Fellow-Chriſtians, but rather 
{compaſſionate their Misfortunes. Inſpire 
me, O jeſu, with that Humility which 
Wihou haft taught by thy Precepts and by 
thy own Example, that imitating the State 
of thy Humiliation here on Earth, I may 
partake of that exalted State thou doſt 
now enjoy. at the na of God. 
Amen. | 


LOVE of GOD. 


WW Har ſurprizing Manifeſtations have 
unworthy I received of thy Good- 
will, O Lord! I was created ther thine 
own Image, redeemed by the Sufferings 
of thy dearly beloved Son, aſſiſted by thy 
Holy Spirit; and thus. afforded all the 
Means of Salvation. O that I could ex- 
preſs thy Excellencies in as becoming a 
Manner as the melodious Choirs of An- 
gels do in their perpetual Conſorts of 
Praiſe, But I will exert my utmoſt Pow- 
er to proclaim thy Glories. It ſhall be 
my Del ht to think on thee ; to love 
thee with a fervent and unrival'd Paſſion, 
To thee I dedicate my Thoughts, and 
Words, 
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Words, and Deeds: y only Aim is at th 
Honour and Glory. . I worſhip thee, Tl 
rify thee, I give Thanks to thee for th 
great Glory, for thy greit Goodneſs, holy 
Holy, holy Lord God Almighty. 1 


For Tendernef of Heart. 


Lmighty Lord, who alone canſt mak 
a hard Heart loft and relenting ; and 
give Senle even to ſuch as are paſt feeling 
ſhew the Power of thy heavenly Grace, in 
working upon my- ſtupid and inſenſibl , 
Heart. Grant me ſuch a Sight of my Sins], 
| ſuch Humiliation of Soul, and Brokenndi, 
] 

( 


of Spirit, as may prepare me for all th 
Mercies of God in Jeſus Chriſt. Puniſh 
not my paſt Offences, by leaving me ul 
commit Sin with Greedineſs ; but make} 
me watchful over my Ways, continually 
dreading to offend, that I may ſo feel my 
Sins here, as to prevent my tecling them 
tor ever hereafter. - 

From Hardneſs of Heart, and Contempt 
of thy Word, and Commandments, 20d 
Lord, deliver me. Deliver me, and al 
Chriſtians, for the Sake of Jeſus Chan 


my Saviour. Amen, 
Againſt a. ſtupid North of ah,” 


5 God, I fadly ſee what. I. have 
done, how N I have * d 


| 
y 


) 
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he Pleaſures, of this Lite, and yet how 
cold I am in the Duties of Prayer and 
heavenly Meditation. Say, Lord, why 
dozs not my Fleſh tremble, and my very 
Heart break ? - O may the bleſſed Spirit 
work powerfully on me, that I may weep 
bitterly for my Tranſgreſſions. Come, as 


Fire to conſume my Droſs, and enflame 
Iny Heart with pious Love. May Ino 
MW more grieve, but obey thy holy Motions: 
no longer purſue the Ways that lead to 
eternal "Death. Therefore, O my God, 
© who haſt graciouſly promiſed. not to break 
© the bruiſed Reed, nor quench the ſmoaking 
Flax, have pity on me, thy diſconſolate 
| Servant; ſhew Compaſſion to my ſtupid 


and unrelenting Heart, Lord, hear my 


Prayers, and let my Cry come unto thee, 


Amen, . 
For gane | 

O Lord, who filleſt the World with thy 
Preſence; and before whoſe Eyes the 
moſt ſecret of my Sins are naked and open, 
and wilt bring every ſecret thing into Judg- 
ment, whether good or evil; I acknow- 
ledge: and bewail before thee, that my Heart 
is deceitful, But, O thou who ruleſt-all 
the Faculties of my Soul as thou wilt, 

make me without Guile in thy Sight : 

Search me, O God and try me, and 
5855 thts What- 
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whatever Sin lies in my Soul, help me to 
ſee it, and deliver me from it. 0 may 
1 obey from the Heart all thy bleſſed Will, 
and not be concern'd to ſeem religious, bu 
to be ſo in Need and in Truth; that m 
Praiſe may be, not of Men, but of God. % 
ſhall I always rejoice in a good Conſci- 
ence, and that Peace of God which pal- 
ſeth al Underſtanding. 


For Fuſtice. | : 
O Juſt and Righteous God, who haſt 


\Z commanded me to do Juſtice to al 
Men, let thy Grace cleanſe my Heart and 
Hands from Fraud, and make me do in 
all my Dealings as T would be done by, that 
in Simplicity, and godly Sincerity, T may have 
my Conver ſation in the World. I make firm 
Reſolves this Day, that, by the Aſſiſtance 
of the Holy Spirit, I will no longer heap 
up Riches unjuſtly, but prefer a little ho- 
neſtly got. So that by keeping Innocency, 
and 4 5 heed zo the thing that is right, 
I may have Peace with the World, Peace 
in my own Breaſt, and Peace with thee, 


O juſt God, thro? Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


For Grace ts employ your Time well. 


' Lmighty God; who haſt created me 
44 to do Good in the World according 
„ „„ 


3 
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to my Abilities, give me Grace, that I 
may ſpend my Time in my proper Em- 
ployment, . and wiſely fill up my ſpare 
Hours in Acts of Religion and Charity; to 
inſtruct the Ignorant, confirm the Weak, 
comfort the Sorrowful, and protect the 
helpleſs Innocent; that it may be my be- 
loved Work to promote, with my utmoſt 
Strength, the Happineſs of all. Pity, 
O Lord, the eager Lovers of this World, 
who weary their Bodies, and afflict their 
Minds, to gain Honour, Money or Plea- 
ſure, (all which Things will paſs away 
like a Shadow) O convince me that my 
Happineſs is above ; ſtrengthen me, that 

I may follow thoſe who follow'd Chriſt; 
ſo ſhall I be number'd among the Chil- 
dren of God, and my Lot be among the 
Saints. Amen. | | 


3 For Love of our Neighbour. 
God, who doſt reckon all the Good 
J I do to my Brethren, as done to thy 
ell, 


groundleſs Suſpicions and raſh Judgments 
concerning my Brother ; or bring againſt 
him railing Accuſations to gratify my fret- © 
ted Spleen and Paſſion, in order to hurt 
him in Perſon or Eftate ; but that I may 
do Hi all the kind in my Power, 


rejoice 


\ 7 3 ; 


grant that I may not give way to 
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rejoice at his Proſperity, and comfort him 
when he is in Miſery, reprove him when 
he offends, relieve hin when poor, viſit 
him when he is fick; and by my Diſ- 
courſe and Example recover him from 
the Error of his Way, and by all prudent 
Methods ſhew that his Salvation is dear 
to me. O Lord, ſince thou haſt been 
pleaſed to inſpire my Mind with theſe 
good Reſolutions, grant I may be fruitful 
in all good Works, and continue fo till 
the coming of our Lord Jelus Ohriſt. 


For Reſt gnation. 


| ALL Calamities proceed from thy Wil, 
O God, I humbly therefore fubmit 
and take Comfort under thy afflicting 


Hand. I know that Troubles are ſent to 


puniſh me for my Sins, and to improve 
my Virtues, My bleſfed Saviour, and his 
Saints who are gone before me, arriv'd 
this way at the heavenly Yeruſalem.. I will 
not therefore murmur and complain, or 
break ot into paſſiona.e Expreſſions a- 
gainſt o.hers, But ſince I am chaſtiſed 
for my Good, O indul gent Father, 7by 
ill be done. Thus wil J freely refign 
up my {elf to thee, and with firm Re- 

»  FFolves vat all my Powers to thy Ser- 
vic, Wat by ſo doing I may be recqngi!'d 


mn U 5. 


to thee, O offended God. Take 1 me, I 
beſeech thee, into thy Protection here, | 
till by thy gracious Guidance I may be 
tranſlated from this Valley of Tears, to 
the Joys of thy heavenly Kingdom. 


For Encreaſe of Grace. 


Lord, I am weak, but thon art 

mighty, and haſt promiſed to give 
thy holy Spirit to them that aſk thee ; be- 
hold, Lord, I humbly aſk, vouchſafe me 
thy kind Influences, 4 cleanſe my pollu- 
ted Nature; to comfort me in my Trou- 
bles, to ſuccour me in Temptations, and 
to aſſiſt me in all Parts of my Duty, that 
I may walk in 2% Fear all my Life long. 
I commit my Soul to thy keeping,” O thou 
that art Faithful as well as Almighty ; _ 
watch over me, that I be not beguiled 
by the Deceitfulnefs of Sin; by my own 
Heart, or by ghoſtly Enemies; but may 
taſt, watch, and pray; ſo that living the 
Life of Grace here, 1 may live the Life 
of Glory hereafter. 


For Watchfulneſs againſt Si in and T, - 


tations. 


Wirn how many "P.copinticns am 
I allur'd, and with how many ſpi- 
ritual Enemies beſet? Help me, Lord, or 


2 -4 1 
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J periſh; help me, or I am ruin'd to. all 
Eternity. O be thou pleas'd to reſtrain 
theſe Aſſaults, or aſſiſt and bear me up, 
that they may not prevail againſt me, 
Make me diligent in all my Duties, watch- 
ful in all Temptations, that they may 
never entangle me, but rather excite me 
to a more manful Reſiſtance againſt fhe 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil; and in 
all my pious Conflicts, enable me to be 
more than Conqueror; that ſo having 
fought a good Fight, Vr my Courſe, 
and kept the Faith, there may he laid up 
for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, a Crown 
which fadeth not away, eternal in the 
Heavens, 


Againft Swearing, Lying, and Slandering. 
(ons O Lord, that I may never uſe 
| thy ſacred Name but on ſolemn Oc- 
caſions, and then with Reverence and 
profound Reſpect ; above all, that I ne- 
ver proſtitute it to confirm a Lye. May 
I abhor the deteſtable Sin of raiſing falte 


A Reports of my Neighbour, or, believing 


them that do, paſſing my Judgment, till 
I fully know, the Matter: That I render 
not evil for evil, nor railing for railing, 
but give place unto Wrath. O convince 
my Adverſariesdof their Errors; 1 

. oy 
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their Wrath, and turn their Hearts. The 
Son of thy eternal Love was abus'd, the 
Apoſtles had implacable Enemies; and 
ſo have I: Lord, ſupport and defend me 
under all Slanders, that by patient con- 
tinuance in Well- doing, I may obtain 


Honour and Glory in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 


If falſe Things are laid to your Charge. 


15 Injuries and contumelious Uſage, 
the Calumnies and Cenſures of Men, 
who ſpeak and think ill of me, O let 
them bring me to a modeſt Opinion of 
my ſelf! They ſhew how vain a Thing it 
is to thirſt after the Praiſe of Men, ſince 
Innocence and Goodneſs cannot protect 
from Slander and Reproach: I therefore 
will be obedient to my Saviour by bearing 
and forgiving, that by paſſing by the Of- 
fences of Men, I may obtain Forgiveneſs 
of my own Sins from God: This 1 beg 
I may for Chriſt his Sake. Amen. 


Againſt Evil Deeds, 


O Juſt and Holy God, I have offended 
thy Majeſty a violating thy Righte- 
ous Das [name the Sin.] Without thy 
Mercy, my & Soul and Body are eternally 
LOO A acknowledge my Tranſgreſ- 
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fions, and am humbled for them : See, 


Lord, my Eyes bath'd in Tears, and my 
poor Heart broken with Contrition: Look 
on me, as thou didſt on thy offending 
Diſciple. What is done I can't recal; but 
I refolve, by the Aſſiſtance of thy Grace 
never more to relapſe to thoſe Crimes 
now repent of, Fool that I was, for a 
ſhort Pleaſure, to forfeit my Innocence, 
my Soul, and my God! Juſtly might thy 
Vengeance, O Lord, have cut me off, 
and have conſign'd me over to Eternal 
Puniſhment, but thy Mercy hath ſpared 
me. As I am a Monument of thy Good- 
neſs, grant I may be an Inſtrument of thy 
Praiſe as long as J live. 


Againſt Pride. 
0 King of Glory, who dwelleſt in the 


8 of Heavens; who reſiſteſt 
the Proud, but giveſt Grace to the Hum- 
ble; humble me, O Lord, and give me 
Grace to imitate the incomparable Sweet- 
neſs and great Humility of my Saviour, 
Drive from my Heart a ſelf-conceited, ar- 
rogant and lofty Temper of Mind; firike 
me with a deep and lively Senſe of my 
Wretchedneſs, by reaſon of my Sins; and 
make me as humble as I am wicked. Suf- 
fer me not, OGod, to exalt my ſelf above 

OE. ; | mea- 
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meaſure, by truſting to my own Deeds, 
Icſt I fall into the Condemnation of the 
Devil. Let not the wicked Spirit rule in 
my Heart, by the Diſobedience of Pride, 
but mortify i in me all high Thoughts, and 
make me truly thankful to thee for all the 
Good I do, and humbled for what is my 
own Sin, Miſery and Weakneſs; that thus 
debaſing my ſelf here, I may at laſt: receive 
Honour, when thou ſhalt crown thy hum 
ble Servants in the Kingdom of Glory. 


Againſt immoderate Anger. 


Thou God of infinite Mercy and 

| Forbearance, flow to Anger, patient 
and long-ſi gering; I earneſtly beg thee to 
produce in me Patience and Forbearance. 
Shew me, O Lord, that unruly Paſſion is 
the Effect of Pri de and Haughtineſs, and 
the Diſcovery of a weak Mind. Enable 
me, by thy Grace, to put off all Anger, 
Wrath, Malice, Strife; and put on Bowels 
of Mercy, Kindneſs, forbearing one another, 
and for giving one another. Turn, O Lord, 
my vicious Paſſions upon my Luſts, then 
ſhall Peace and Sedateneſs of Mind be the 
conſtant Temper of my Soul on Earth; 
which ſhall at laſt advance me to thoſe. 
eternal, Regions, where is not the leaſt 
Giſturbangs or diſgppoſ ure of Spirit. 


* 4 For 
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For Purity. 


(fy and bleſſed Spirit, who didſt de- 
ſcend from Heaven in the likeneſs of 
Fire, and miraculouſly ſit upon the Heads 
of the Diſciples; O come into my Soul, 
and conſecrate my Body into a Temple 
for thy ſelf. Thou art a pure Spirit, and 
wilt not enter into a Soul enſlav'd to Sin; 
kindle therefore in my Heart a pure Flame, 
and burn up all my Luſts. I know that 
vile Affections will bring Pains and Diſ- 
eaſes on my Body; Shame and Diſhonour 
on my Soul; and, at laſt, the Miſeries of 
a ſad Eternity on both. Guide me there- 
fore with thy holy Inſpirations, that I may 
ſtifle and favored] my firſt Thoughts and 
Deſires, and not indulge filthy Fancies, 
or uſe obſcene Diſcourſe to offend chaſte 
Ears, or corrupt their Inclinations, as 
| knowing that I muſt give a ſtrict Account 
of all ſuch Words at the laſt Day. Enable 
me therefore, O holy Spirit, to keep both 
Body and Soul chaſte and undefiled, that 
the Holy Ghoſt may be my Gueſt, the 
holy Angels my Guardians, and Peace of 
Mind my Comfort ; that thus bcing pure 
in Heart, I may be bleſſed, and ſee G. 


. . 
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For Temperance. © 
Bountiful Giver of all Things, who 
haſt provided plentifully for me; 
give me Grace to uſe thy Creatures ſoberly 
and temperately, that I may not, like 
brute Beaſts, gratify only my ſenſual Ap- 
petites; for then will my Spirit be unfit 
for the Performance of my Duty, my 
Affections unholy, and my Body health- 
le's; but grant that in the Strength of thy 
Proviſions, IL may chearfully ſerve thee ; 
and ſo eat and drink here, that I may be 
thought worthy to be admitted to the 
eternal Supper of the Lamb hereafter. 
For Heavenly-Mindedneſs. 
N thee. only, O Lord, can my Heart 
find the Reſt and Comfort, which the 
whole World beſide cannot give. But 
unhappy II the Things of this Life have 
hitherto poſſeſſed my Thoughts, till 1 
have grown cold in my Love to thee, O 
God, and the ſweet raviſhing Pleaſures of 
Religion, which are moſt worthy of my 
Love. How juſtly, O Lord, mighteſt 
thou leave me to inherit my dull unhappy 
Choice, and ſhut me ont of that heaven- 
ly Kingdom, which J have neglected for 
the ſake of a preſent fleeting Enjoyment. 


106 COLLECTS. 
But, O Father of Mercies, forgive the © 
paſt Deic&s of my Love to thee; ſhew I © 
me ſo much of the great and glorious 
Things of the other Life, as may deaden 
my Affection s to this preſent World, and 
enamour me with the Joys above, where 


Chriſt fitteth at the Right Hand of God, 
F 1 Reſolution, and Conſtancy in Well-doing, 


AY Lord and my God, who by the 
Light of the Goſpel haſt ſhew'd 
me the Way to Life and Salvation ; be 
pleas'd to give me Courage to walk in it, 
and to own thy precious Truths in the 
midſt of au adulterous and finful Genera- 
tion. Then being rooted and grounded in 
the Faith, I ſhall not prove falſe and un- 
8 but it will govein entirely all 
y Deligns, my Deſires and Actions, 
och the Whole Courſe of my Life. 
May I never forget how dearly I am 
bought with the precious Blood of thy 
dear San; how carly I was dedicated to 
thy Service; what Helps and Means of 
growing better ; ; What divine Inſpirations 
have been vouchſafed. Lord, as thou 
haſt begun to ſhew me, thy Servant, th) 
mighty Power, leave me not, 'norforſake 
me, but ſtabliſb, ſtreng then, ſettle me, 
E that at lat I ar receive the. 5 
I: v. Con- 
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Conſummation of all my Hopes, and the 


bleſſed End of my Faith, the eternal Sal- 
vation of my Soul. Amen. 


For Zeal i 71 Devotion. 


VILE and ungrateful am I, who can 
think of God's amazing Mercies with 
cold Affection! Deliver me, O Lord, 
from this Body of Sin, and give me a 
devout, lively and active Spirit in my 
Devotions, that my cold carthly Deſires 
may riſe up to Heaven in Fervors an- 
{werable to my Wants. O touch 
Heart with deep Contrition, and N 
my Soul with that godly Fear which be 
comes thy awful Majeſty. 
If Angels, thoſe bright and pure Crea , 
| tures, fall down and tremble before thee 
how fit and reuſonable is it, that I, x, 
Duſt and Aſhes, ſhould appear before 
thee with Dread and Sor row, with Weep» 
Ing Eyes, and trembling Limbs ? Woe 
is me, that my Heart is ſo hard, as 
to be broken with the Terrors of thee, . 
O God. Bleſſed Spirit, from whom 
_ every good Giſt cometh, and who didſt 
in an Inſtant make a ſunp e Fiſherman 
a chief Apoſtle, and a perſecuting Paul 
a choſen Veſſel, to preach the Doctrine of 
Salvation 0 the Gentiles, ſtrike my Hes ty 
cart, 
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join with thoſe bleſſed Scraphs, who ſing 


Heart, that the Waters of Sorrow may 
flow. Then by praying conſtantly-and 
fervently to thee here, I ſhall hereafter 


eternal Hallelujahs to the Lamb for ever- 
moie, Amen. 


Fur Contentment and Patience. 
Ighiteous art thou, O Lord, and juſt 

are thy Judgments; but thy Judg- 
ments are like the great Deep, not to be 


fathomed by human Underſtanding. The 


Events of this Life, I know, are order'd 


by thy unerring Providence. I moſt hum- 


dly entreat thee, therefore, to give me 


Wiſdom from above, that I may with 
the moſt entire Reſignation ſubmit to thy 


heavenly Will. If Troubles ſhall be ſent 
on 8 they are ſent on a wretched Sin- 


grant they may be in Mercy to 


thy poor Servant. Lord, increaſe my 


Patience in proportion to my Miſeries, 


that I may with unwearied Diligence go 
on doing my Duty, and at laſt obtain the 


For Pardon after. a Relapſe into Sin. 


X Oh and holy God, how ſhall I dare 
to appear before thee, againſt whom 


J have fo Seth and fo provokingly fin- 


| ned! 
5 | 


7. ney. ES my 


Crown prepared for humble, Patient Suf- 
ferers, Amen. 


COLLECTS: | 109; 
ned! I have not only reſiſted the cleareſt- 
Light and Conviction, but trampled on 
the richeſt Grace and Love. I have no 
reaſon to expect the Pardon I now ſue 
for. Vet, O merciful Father, this For- 
giveneſs thou haſt promiſed even to the 
greateſt Offender, Who fincerely turns to 
thee. Merciful Saviour! who cameſt in- 
to the World to ſave loſt Souls, ſhew thy 
Power and thy Pity upon me in this woful 
Condition. To thy Mercy it is owing that 
Lam hitherto ſpared; but I humbly beg 
thy Forbearance this once more. I ſigh, 
I pant, and languith for thy Forgiveneſs, 
bewailing my Offences with as great Bit- 
terneſs as I committed them with Delight. 
Here I proſtrate lie, and vow again, to 
honour, love, and obey thee, my gra- 
cious God, as long as my Life ſhall laſt, 
O ye bleſſed Angels, who rejoice at the 
Converſion of a Sinner, witneſs that I, 
this Day, reſolve to forſake my ſinful 
Courſes. That thy Grace may ſtrengthen 
theſe Reſolves of my Soul, I humbly beg, 
not for any Merit in me, but for the Wor- 
thineſs of thy Son, and for the Sake of 
thy own. tender Mercies in Jeſus Chriſt, 
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PRAY E RS that God would | bring 
your Mind daily to confider the 
Four laſt Things, Death, Juds- 


ment, Heaven, Hell. 


To Meditation. On DAT. 
> Eath! the very Thought ſtrikes me 


with Horror and Amazement; but, 
alas! the firſt temporal Death is nothing, 
if compar'd with the ſecond eternal one, 
which muſt be the fad St tate of all who 
die in their Sins. 
Did Death, which is the End of all 
Things here, determine our Beings, it 
would be ſo far from being dreadful to 
the Impenitent, that they would rejoice 
at it, as being that which would reſcue 
: them from what they dreadfully fear, 
the ſuffering a juſt Vengeance for their 
Pirovocations in this Life; but the diſmal 
Thought, that Death preſently brings us 
into a State, which fhall never, never 
have an End; Oh! how muſt this be ter- 


rible to a Perſon unprepared for this ſur- 


Prins Change !. Why do I ſtrive to add 


* 


* Houſe 
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Houſe to Houſe, and Field to Field? Am 
I to dwell here for ever? No, no, Death 
will ſoon cloſe my Eyes, and Earth cover 
me; then ſhall my Mouth and Belly be 
full of Clay and Duſt. Happy they who 
ſend their Riches and Goods before-hand 
into the other World, in Acts of Piety 
and Charity; for they ſhall receive the 
Rewards of them in a better Life. Have 
you never ſcen a Neighbour die? Do- 
you remember thoſe Circumſtances of. 


Horror? Depend upon it, that in a little 


Time the Caſe will be your own ; and 
you are not ſure, but it may be in a Vear, 


a Month; nay, this very Hour. Was 


you ever fick! remember the Thoughts 


you had then. What Reſolutions, what. J 


Proteſtations were made? O would God 
be pleas'd to grant you a longer Continu- 
| ance! How you refolv'd to correct your 

Paſſions, and ftrive againſt the Sins to- 
which you were ſtrongly inclin'd ; and 
which therefore particularly endanger'd 
your Salvation. The guilty Agonies of 
the Sinner's Mind give him more exqui- 
lite Torments, than the ſevereſt Pains of 
his Diſeaſe; and he feels ſome Tortures 
of Hell even here on Earth: But with 
the godly Perſon 'tis not ſo. Death may, 
at firſt, look ſomewhat inghtful, it be- 


ing. 
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ing a violent Separation of old Friends, 
Soul and Body; but he having liv'd pi- 
ouſly in Expectation of Death, has a in 
lightful Proſpect beyond the Grave; he 
looks to immortal. Life and Glory; he 
looks back with Pleaſure on the Dangers 
he has happily eſcap'd, and find®himſelf 


on a ſudden ſurrounded: with new un- 


known Raviſhments of Delight. On 
this Moment, for ought I know, de- 
pends my happy Eternity: O then may 
I fo number my Days, as to apply my 
Heart unto Wiſdom! My Houſe, my 
Farm, my Plantations, lhe hitherto 
took off my Mind from providing for 
Death. But all theſe Poſſeffions muſt be 
left; then fthall I wring my Hands, and 
ſay, O that I could begin my Life once 
more, then would I; with my Gettings 
for the Body, have. gotten: more for my 
Soul. I reſolve therefore frequently to 
meditate on Death, and to act now, as 
I ſhall with I had ated, when I come to 
die. Then ſhall J be always prepar'd ; 


| and when I ceaſe to live with Men, I 


ſhall dwell with God, and converſe with 
a bleſſed Society in Heaven. 
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De PRAYER 


fey Jeſu! Lord of Life and Glory, 
who by thy Death haſt overcome 
Death, maks me often. think on my lat- 
ter End, that when I lie on my Death- 
bed, I may look back with Comfort on 
a 8 Life, and forward with a 
bright Proſpect of immortal Glory, that 
as my Strength decays, my Faith and 
Hope may become more vigorous and 
ſtrong. How is it that Men, who live 
in continual Hazard of dying, ſhould yet 
demean themſelves with ack careleſs Se- 
curity, as if they were to live for ever ? 
Opon one Hour may depend their Eter- 
nity, and yct they ſquander away their 
Days and Years in Vanity. Towards 
their latter End, all their Purſuits, Ho- 
nours, Riches, and Pleaſures, will appecr 
as a Dream; then will they wiſh they 
had been as careful for the Concerns of 
an immortal State, as for the vain tran- 
fitory Concerns of this World. Grant, 


Lord, that I may live in ſuch a prepared "i 


State of Soul, as that I ſhall not be afraid 
to die; that when Death comes, I may 
lift up my Head with Joy, and with 

'onging Deren to be with thee, 2 


away to the Region of Spirits, there to be 
Placed, as the Courſe of our Life hath 


Ihe Juſt ſhall look up with Joy, and 


our Redemption is nigh: Behold, 
_« Chriſt comes quickly, and his Reward 


14 fFUDGMENT.. 


dear Saviour, with Angels, and glorified © 
Saints. Amen, Amen. cc 
The Second Meditation. OnJupement. . 


A Fter we have paſſed through the Gate 
* of Death, we ſhall be ſwiftly carried 


qualified us here: Nor is this All, to 
dwell for a Time in a State of Separa- 
tion; another Day will quickly come; 


a Day of publick Accounts, and Reſtitu- 
tion of all Things; when the Arch-Angel 


ſhall found his Trumpet, and proclaim 


aloud this univerſal Summons,. © Ariſe 


« ye Dead and come to Judgment, ariſe 


and appear before the Throne of God.” 
Then ſhall every Soul put on her proper 


Body; all Peeple, high and low, rich 
and poor, from the Days of Adam, ſhall 
be gathered together, from the Sea and 
every Corner of the Earth; there all muſt 
ſtand and wait for their Doom: But oh! 
with how different a Fate ! 


clad in their new white Robes, trium- 
phantly ſing; Let us rejoice, for now 


is with him. Come, Lord Jeſu, thou 


T7 UD GCMENTT ris 
long Deſire of our Hearts, come quick- 
« ly, thou full Delight of our Souls 
* come and reward before all the World 
« thy faithful Servants.” Look yonder, 
O ye Righteous, where he comes high 
in Power and Majeſty, attended with 
Thouſands of his holy Angels, who ſhall 
ſever his Sheep, and gather them toge- 
ther on his Right Hand. I behold, me- 
thinks, the Righteous riſing with Joy and 
Exultation in their Faces, as knowing 
that the Reward of all cheir pious La- 
bours draweth near. I hear, methinks, 
the deciſive Sentence of their eternal 
Happineſs pronounced, one Blelled of 
my Father, 7% the Ki ngdom prepared 
for you from the Beginning of the World. 
O the Joys their Soul ſhall feel, when 
theſe heavenly Words ſhall ſound in their 
Ears! Joys, which the Thoughts of Man 
cannot conceive; Joys, that the Tongues 
of Angels cannot expreſs! The Pious 
receive this Sentence with tranſporting 
Thanks and Hallelujahs, and will be 
amaz'd, that their eaſy Services are re- 
warded with a far more exceeding and eter- 
nal Weight of Glory: Come you Bleſſed, 
ſays the Judge! They come, they run, 
= fly with haſte into the Poſſeſſion of "2 
their eternal Inheritance, 6 We 
But. 


thinks, the Ungodly riſing laſt, ſhaking 
O with what dejected Eyes, and trembling 


denly down to the Bottom of Hell, Go 
you Curſed, into everlaſting Fire, prepared: 
for the Devil and his Angels! Once was 
the Day of Man, when Sinners were ob- 
ſtinate, and reſolv'd to do what was plea- 


- theſe dreadful Truths, as Things afar off, 
know, thou ſhalt then be preſent, and ſee 
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But now I turn my Eyes and ſee, me- 


and trembling at their approaching Doom, 


Hearts ſhall they ſtand, expecting their 
Judge ! what ſhall they do, when, where- 
cer they look, they behold nothing but 


black Deſpair? Above, the juſtly offended 


Hell gaping to devour them. I behold 


the Court-Book of an univerſal Regiſtry 
open'd, every one's Accuſation read, their 


Conſciences at the ſame time bearing Wit- 
neſs, and accuſing them in that fearful 
Judgment. What ſhall they do, when 
the terrible Voice ſhall ſtrike them ſud- 


Judge ready to condemn them: Blow, f 
f 
] 
| 


ſing to their Appetites: This is God's Day; 
when he ſhall ſpeak in Terror; and-the 
Profligate mult ſuffer what their Sins de- 
ſerve. Then ſhall they ſuffer the Venge- 
ance of eternal Fire, and live in Torments 
which will be without Intermiſſion, with- 
out End! O my Soul, who art now taught 


them 
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them with thine Eyes, and be thy ſelf con- 
cern d. Think now what you would give, 
if you had repented in time. Watch and 
pray, that you may die in the Peace of 
God, and live with him to all Eternity. 


The PRAYER. 


O Bleſſed Saviour, thou moſt righteous 
Judge eternal, fit and prepare me 
for the laſt great Day: Cauſe me ſo ef- 
fectually to think on it at preſent, as that 
I may not dread its Terrors hereafter; but 
be juſtified by thy Sentence, and cleared 
when Iam judged. O that my Heart may 
paſs that true Judgment on me in this 
World, which thou, O bleſſed Redeemer, 
wilt paſs on me in the other; and if I find 
my Con cience condemn me, grant I may 
make void that Condemnation by a ſpecdy | 
Repentance; and always live as if I heard 
that Summons in my Ears, Awake, ye 
Dead, and come to Judgment] Quicken me, 
O Lord, that I may daily prepare for this 
important Time; expect it with Hope, 
meet it with humble Aſſurance, and at 
length, thro' the Merits of my Advocate, 
I may riſe from this World of Miſery, to 
a Paradiſe of endleſs Bliſs; where I ſhall 
live, and ever live; where I ſhall praiſe my 
God, and praiſe him to all Eternity. 

12 a = 
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 * Third Meditation. HEAVEN. 
Bleſſed noble Creature Man, the firſt 
and beſt of all the Works of God! 
but never ſo Bleſſed, as when he dwells 
in the higheſt and moſt beloved Habita- 
tion of God, the Heaven of Heavens; 
when he is qualified to behold his Face 
alway, and never more to be deprived of 
that glorious Viſion. The pious Soul 
longs for Heaven: Lord, how have 1 
© lov'd the Habitation of thy Houſe, and 
the Place where thine Honour dwelleth! 
O joyful Seat, the Reſidence of the mighty 
God; that happy, ſecure, and moſt ami- 
able Life; that Lite, which feels no Sor- 
row, which languiſhes under no Pain, 1s 
ruffled with no Paſſion, and lies at the 
Mercy of no Accidents. There will be 
no furious Enemies to aſſault us, no Temp- 
tations to ſeduce us; but perfect Love 
and Harmony of Souls. There we ſhall 
fe God face to face, and join in Conſort 
with the bleſſed Angels, ſinging the 
Songs of Sion without ceaſing. There 
alone it is, that we may find what will 
anſwer our utmoſt Wiſhes. If we are 
pleas'd with Beauty, the Righteous there 
ſhine as the Sun: If Length of Days be 
our Deſire, there is an immortal Dura- 
tion, 


ti 
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tion, for the Juſt ſhall live for ever. If 
muſical Entertainments delight us, there 
the Angels never ceaſe their melodious 
Praiſes. If Wiſdom, the moſt wiſe God 
ſhall then unlock his Treaſures, and let 
you into the Knowledge of his own my- 
ſterious Nature. If Honour and Riches, 
God ſhall make his faithful Servants Ru- 
lers over many Things. If a ſecure Con- 
tinuance of all theſe Bleſſings be our 
Deſire, we are aſſur'd that no Part of 
our Happineſs ſhall ever be taken away. 
Confider further, O pious Chriſtian, if 
thy Father and Mother, thy Children, 
or thy Friends, dear to thee as thy own 
Soul, ſhould enjoy the ſame Happineſs, 
this would double thy Joy, becauſe you 
wou'd be as glad for their fakes, as for 
thy own. Think now, according to this 
way of reckoning what Rejoicings will. 
be in Heaven, where Angels and $aints, 
and all their dear pious Friends, partake 
of this Happineſs, and all moſt fervently 
love one another. 

I cannot, either in Words or Thoughts, 
come up near to the Excellence of that 
Joy, which is prepar'd for the Faithful. 
Gracious God, deny me what thou wilt 
of this Earth, give me but an Inheritance 
in 1 Heaven, 0 my Soul, is ſuch a glorious 
* 
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Kingdom ſet before thee, and wilt thou 
not preſs forward to the Mark ? Is this 
Heaven offer d, and doſt thou ftupidy 
neglect it? Does it not {tir thee up to 
make thy Calling and Election fure? 
How unworthy art thou of eternal Life, 
who wilt not ſtrive to obtain it? Set befor 
thy Eyes that Heavenly-mindedneſs which 
the primitive Saints have ſet you. Thek 
| Men deſpis'd the Pleaſures of Senſe, 
but kept their Hearts intent upon Eterna 
; Theſe were their Hope, their De- 
: __ and only Longings of their Souls. 


"The PRAYER. 


O Heavenly Jeruſalem! What Graces, 
what Glory appears in every part of 
thee? This is the Place where God's Ho- 
nour dwells, where his Honour and Glo- 
ry dwell in the Higheſt degree, Here the 
bleſſed Jeſus is exalted and ſurrounded 
wath the Honour of his meritorious Suf- 
ferings: Here are the melodious Choirs 
of Angels; here the joyful Pomp of thoſe 

_ triumphant Souls, who from their fore 
Trials on Earth are tranſlated to thoſe 
bliſsful Mankons, ever living, ever prai- 
ſing, ever adoring their Saviour. Here 
the Good, the Wiſe, the Juſt, and the 
Chaſte (of whom this World was not 


wor- 
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worthy) ſhine as the Stars of the firſt 
Magnitude in the Kingdom of Heaven! 
O gracious God, deny me any thing on 
Earth, ſo thou giveſt me an Inheritance 
in Heaven! 

This, this glorious Wins is {et before 
thee, O my Soul, and wilt not thou pres 
forward to this Mark? Wilt thou not uſe 
all Diligence fo work out ſo great Salua- 
n? Bleſſed Lord, put ſuch a divine 
and godlike Temper in my Soul, that it 

may be qualified for the Kingdom of 
Heaven; where it ſhall be my "conſtant 
Employment to behold and admire, to 
love and praiſe thee, my God, without 5 
Meaſure, and without End. 


Fourth Meditation. On Hz, LL. 


THE Difobedient and Rebellious, the 
Haters of God, and Deſpiſers of 
Goodneſs, and wilful Rejecters of their 
own everlaſting Bliſs, muſt be turned into 
Hell, where are a thauſand ways to make 
a poor Soul everlaſtingly miſerable. And 
no wonder: For tis the doleful Abode 
of the Fearful and Unbelieving, of the 
Proud and Angry, Malicious and Re- 
vengeful ; Qualifications, which render 
theſe wretched Sinners fit Company for 
Devils and reprobate Sinners, O cou'd 
G you. 
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you ſee the Wretched in Flames; cou'd 
you hear them cry in the midſt of their 
Torments; how wou'd you fear to follow 
them in their Sin? How wou'd you ſtrive 
againſt the next Temptation, and try to 
avoid the Danger? The Conſideration 
of what the Righteous enjoy, and what 
themſelves might have enjoy'd, had it 
not been their own Fault, is a great 
addition to their Miſery; that there 
| ſhouw'd be a Heaven, which they cannot 
enter into; that there ſhou'd ever be a 
God, whoſe bliſsful ſight they ſhall ever 
be excluded from; that they ſhall be ſe- 
parated from the Company of their bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, from the goodly Fellowſhip 
of the Prophets and Apoſtles, from the 
noble Army of Saints, Martyrs and Con- 
feſſors ; and all the bleſſed Society which 
help to make up the Happineſs of Hea- 
ven; to pals by all theſe Conſiderations 
of negative Puniſhment;; Tis certain, 
Sinners Will ſuffer in a real kind. To 
ſhew the Miſeries, is more than I can 
dq; the Scriptures deſcribe. the Torments 
alf the Wicked, by all the Circumſtances 
ef Ghaſtlineſs and Horror; by every 
thing that is frightful to the Senſes, and 
terrible to the Imagination! Tis call'd 
everlaſting Burnings; the Worm that _ 
gies: 
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dies! A falling into the Hands of the Li- 
ding God! Thruſt into outer Darkneſs, 
chore is weeping, wailing, and gnaſhing 
of Texth ! This is ſome part of the Ac- 
count Chriſt hath given of the Sinners 
Portion in a future State; ind how dread- 
ful, how amazing is it! Both Body and 
Soul, and all the Faculties of them, ſhall 
be tormented. - The Body ſhall ſuffer, 
becauſe it had a Share in the Sins that 
occaſion'd theſe Sorrows. Now, if the 
burning of à Fever, if the Pains of the 
Stone or Cholick, or any other acute 
Diſeaſe, be ſo grievous and intolerable, 
as we hear they are; how terrible muſt 
it be, when every, the'moſt tender Part 
of our Bodies ſhall be pierced with the 
moſt ſearching Power of Fire! But what 
is the moſt amazing Circumſtance of all, 
is, that the Torments will be endleſs and 
unchangeable, without the leaſt Reſpite 
or Intermiſſion. They have no Reſt, 
ſays St. John, Day or Night, but ſhall be 
tormented Ever and Ever! For Ever 
and Ever! *tis a moſt frightful Conſide- 
ration. To explain this a little: Suppoſe 
there was an heap of the fineſt Sand, an 
heap as high as the fix'd Stars; ſuppoſe, 
that but one ſingle Grain of this vaſt Heap | 
was to be carried off once in a thouſand 
1 9 Nein; 
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Years; a Time would come after mai 
_ Millions of Ages when the whole He 
immenſe as it 1s, would be carried all 
away. But oh! I tremble" to think it, 
pre Sinners have been tormented as 

many Millions of Ages, as the carrying 
off ſuch an Heap, in fuch a manner 


wou'd require, their Miſery would fell 


be as far off, as it was at the firſt Moment 
the endurd it: And now, this is the 
Ouaſe; tis Eternity, which tinQures the 
Sinners Doom with the dleepeſt Black- 
neſs 3. Tis this that conſummates the 
Torments of Hell, and makes Damna- 
tion it ſelf compleat. If this State may 
| ſeem, dreadful in the Deſcription, how 
much more dreadful will it be in Reality? 
we have not repreſented theſe Tormentz 
more terrible than what they really are. 
O OD curſed Sin, whoſe ſhort Pains: and 


ſhort Acts of Wickedneſs, are purchaſed 
at the dear rate of never-ceafing Woes! 
For, in Hell, Darkneſs fills both the Place 


and "Minds of thoſe baniſh'd from God's 


Preſence ; Blackneſs of Darkneſs for cver 


fills the Place; Blackneſs of Guilt, Hor- 
ror and Deſpair. Is it not enough, that 
the Miſeries of the Damned are moſt 


Harp, but muſt they be endleſs alſo? To 
br anion, as oy as God) is God. This 


if { 1911YEne 
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PEEL... 
Vengeance i is infinitely. more henry. th than 
the moſt terrible Execution fro! 

A Male factor, charg'd with an (VE 
red Crimes, can die but, once by human 
Power (and that is ſoon over :) bus God 
will ſo ſupport the Damned in their Tor- 
ments, that they: ſhall always feel, tho“ 

unable to bear them. You kngy, ons 
tedious the Hogrs are, when w 
pry 'd with Sickneſs. In Pleaſure, Vn 
weetly and quickly ſlides away; but in 
great Pain, the Hours are tedious. Now, 
what Strains of Sorrow are among the 
Damn'd, who feel a preſent arhadful 
Agony, and which is Emer, by their- 
knowing it ſhall remain to endleſs Ages? 
They with for Death, but cannot die. 
O Eternity, Eternity a thing which is 
a Rack to our Minds, even to think on it; 
how much more amazing; to ſuffer for 
ever! But is it not Injuſtice in God, to 
inflict great and endleſs Miſery, for Sins 
which yield Pleaſures, not for one Day, 
nor an Hour? But conſider, that this 
Damnation is of Man's own ſeeking. No 
Injury is done to him, who {defires his 
own Injury. Had Sinners liv'd for ever, 
they . have finn'd for ever. God 
propos'd to our free Choice an Eternity 

of Miſery or Bliſs: If endleſs Glory be 


G 3 de- 


126 E 


deſpis'd, what remains but endleſs Mi. 

ſery? Eternal Pain is not more diſpro- 

rtionable to a vicious Life, than eter- ] 
nal Happineſs to a virtuous one. Since 

then the Reward promis'd to our Obedi- f 

c 

| 


enee is equal to the Puniſhinent threat- 
ned to our Diſobedience, and the Sinner 
has his Choice; if he chuſes endleſs Mi- 
ſery before everlaſting Bliſs, he muſt 
charge his Ruin upon his own moſt ſot- 
tiſh+ Fault, and * God, who 1 15 Jup 
in all bis Mays. 5 
A the Tree falls, þ frat it lie; and 
| how many Thouſands have been ſur- 
pria d in the midſt of their Sins, and hur- 
ry'd away to everlaſting Sorrows? and I, 
alas! how many Times have I been guil- 
ty ? and yet my God hath ſpared me: No 
other Reaſon can I give, why I am not 
eternally-milcrable, "bat that thou, Lord, 
art merciful, 
When therefore I am next courted to 
Sin, I will ſay to my Soul, How can I d 
this great Wickedneſs, and fin againſt God, 
king his infinite Juſtice and almighty 
Fawn: to: puniſh me? Who can dwell 
with everlaſtin Burnings? O ſweet Jeſus, 


let me never fall into the bitter Pains of 
eternal Death! 
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Ere on Earth is a mixture and inter- 

1 change of Mercies to allay our af- 
fied State, and Oecaſions of Sorrow; But 
oh! in Hell there's nothing but unmin- 
gled Miſery; nothing to be heard, but 
hideous Howlings, and Woe! nothing 
to be felt, but utmoſt Pain and Torment. 
Not one chearful Day; not one Hour of 
Eaſe, but a thouſand Ways to make a 
poor Soul everlaſtingly miſerable. Is it 
fo, that the Miſeries of the Damned are 

not only the moſt intenſe and exquiſite, 


dut endleſs and miſerable too? Alas! what 


are the greateſt temporal Puniſhments, 
when compared with thoſe which ate 
eternal too? O God, whoſe Mercy is 
over all thy Works, and doſt offer to 
Men here an Eternity of Miſery or Blef-- 
ſedneſs, and doſt bid them chuſe Life, but 
they ſottiſhly chuſe Death, and muſt 
therefore charge their Ruin on their own 
Folly: The innumerable Hoſt of Saints, 
Martyrs, and Confeſſors, are gone to Hea- 
ven; and ſo may all, if they manfully 
withſtand Folly and. vain Temptations. 
He gone then, falſe, alluring World: 
Tell me no more of Advantage, if I loſe 
my Soul. Tell me no more of indulging 


5 my 


wy HELL 
my Fleth, to the eternal Ruin of my 
Spirit. Send-me-Pains and Anguiſh, bo- 
dily Diſeaſes and Afflictions, O heavenly 
Father, ſo that my Soul may be faved, 
Knowing theſe Terrors of the Lord, grant 
I may effectually be perſuaded to break off 
my Sins; for, tis 4 ef thing to fall 
into the Hands of. the living Gd Who 1s 
2 conſuming Fire,” By the afliftance of 
thy 8 Grace, I reſolve, this Day, 
to live as one that has a vigorous and lively 
Hope; that when my periſhing Body 
call be Food for Worms, and crumble 
into Duſt, it may riſe again with Glory, 
and with my immortal Part enter into 
Joy. with the Saints. There Labour, 
Pains of Body or Mind, can have no 
7 but I (hall be equal to the Angels 
ef, 8 and ſhine as the Sun n e Naar 
dem of DF, Father. ard: 1. fin 1 | 


p 7 hat 30u may frequenth pal, Foe? In- 
wardly digeſt theſe Collects; that you may 
daily think on. 4 prepare for Death, and 
meet your Saviour at the Day of Judgment 
vith a clean Heart; that you may avoid 
everlaſting Burnings, ꝛwbich ſhall never | 
bave an end, Goa 7 5 Mr grant. 8 
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7E have but Two Sacramenty ; tis requiſite, 


for many Reaſons, to ſpeak a little of e 
th rr IHR of Initiation. . 


# | 
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Boptiſm'i is the firſt Sacrament of the New Testi 
ment, inſtituted by our Saviour in the room of G. 
cumciſion; and unleſs your Guilt of original Sin- is 
waſh'd away, and you enter into hoe hor vm 
God, by being admitted a Member of Chriſt's Chu 
you have no right to the other Sactrament, the Loa 

per. But becauſe ſome weak, miſguided PerfEns, - 
think that Infant- Baptiſm is not trus Baptiſm, L hall 
ſhew very briefly: what Proofs we have. * this __ 
fant-Baptiſm, x 
1. All Ohildfen' ave guiley of Original zn, which 
cannat, in 1an-ordimat y Way, be waſh'd' carer f 
by\Baptilms it's ow nt ne. RY YL 

2, Our Saviour commanded Infants ce brought. 
unto him, and called them Belieurs. They NN in 
the Church of God under the Old Teſtament, and 
ſure they are not in a Horte, Condition under the 
Goſpel, Phey have Holinefs, 1 Cor. 5. 14. Nu 
Children are holy;\, Who then can forbid V ater, that 
ny ſhould not * 00 344:59120 21 _ 

"he 
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The Jabs admitted Proſel ytes by Baptiſ m, as wel 
as by Circumciſion Fas Pr: Hammond, \Dr.--Lights 
70 . ] and if the Teo, when they gather'd Pro- 
tes out of all Nations, did admit Children among 
ers, by Circumciſion, though they could not ſig- 
115 hb Belief of the Law, nor promiſe Obedience 
toit; then the Apoſtles, who were ſent to make Pro- 
ſelytes to Chriſtianity, could not debar Children 
whom the erbt admitted, unleſs our Saviour had 
expreſly forbidden it. 
Enn it be denied, that the Apoſtles themſelves bap- 
tized? MN. Mer. 14. 21. They baptized many Families. 
The Jay lor's Houſhold, As 16. e, and Al 
Ais. Me Houſnold of Gaius and We, Criſpus 
And all bi. Flouſe. What, was there no Child, or 
"Infant in all theſe Houſholds? Beſides, As 2. 38. 
Repent, and be bapthzed every ane of you, & c. for, the 
: Promiſe is to you and your Children. And to put this 
Matter paſt all doubt, we know, that to baptize In- 
Ants has been the Practice of the Chriſtian Church 
zn all Places, and in all Ages. And it hag continued 
in the Church far. above ſeventeen Hundred Years: 
Sa that if Infant: Baptiſm be no true Baptiſm, there 
Has been no true Church ſince our Saviour's: Days. 
If, therefore, it appears from the Word of. God, 
from good Reaſon, from the Judgment and PraQice 
of the Univerſal Church; the Conſequence is, that 
Infants may, and ought to be baptized ; that the 


Univerſal Church has done e them; 


| that our Church does well in them; that 
he continues i in = the trus Taub ne and Pragiic 


already ſaid; - howevye 7 : | 
| which. ia drawn from à Wiſtake af our Saviour's 
Words, Mat. 28. 19. Teach alt. Nations, . baptizing 
them. Teaching being put beſore Baptixing, they think 
Perſons ought to be — before they are 
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Bat the Order of Words is no; Rule for the Order of 
Things. Beſides, the Place is not well tranſlated ; 
for what we read, Teach all Nations, is, in the Ori- 
ginal, Diſciple, or make Diſciples, as has been fully 
proved by learned Men. I requeſt all who were bap- 
r in their Infancy,, to pray for their miſtaken Bre- 
thren, that God would pleaſe to e into the Way 
of Truth all ſuch as haye 8 are e 
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Of CONFIRMATION. 


This naturally follows the Office of Bapeiſ, 1 | 
is in purſuance of that great Vow-. The Practice is 
as ancient as the Apoftles: St. Paul laid his Hands on 
the Baptiz d at Epheſus, and confirm'd them, Ach 1979. 


Though the Samaritaxs had been converted and bap- 
dir d b. by Philip the Deacon, they did not receivetvhe 
Holy Ghoſt, "till. St. Peter and Sti Jahn had:;pon- 
rm'd them. Tertullian, who, liv'd in the ſecond 


Century, ſays, that they laid on Hands after, Bapti/ms 


to invite the Holy Ghoſt. St. Cyprian has theſe Words; 


Upon thoſe who. have been baptized in the Church the 
Holy Ghoſt 1s ' invacated and poured out, Prayer being 


made aver chem, and. Hands laid upon they, We have 
the Confent of the whole World in this Matter. The 
Luberan Churches allow it; tis practiſed in the 


Church of Expland, which pays a juſt Venetation to 


all ancient and good Cuſtoms: Calvin commendeth 
the Uſe of it, and Baxter hath written a Treatiſe in 


its Favour; and yet, alas! *tis too much neglected, 


to che grief of all good Men. Tis certainly a'great 
Sin 'to-teſpiſe it, or wilkully to neglect it, becauſe i 
conduceth tothe Increaſe of Chriſtian Piety, as pro- 


curing the Holy Spirit to aſſiſt all in their uty: It 


9 confutes the Anabaptiſts in their clamouring againſt 
us for 2 Children befote wy underſtand : 


For, 
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For, we have Baptiſm to ſecure us in caſe pf Death; 
and Confirmation is the ſame Secu rity they pretend 
to, who defer it till riper Years. If you are a God- 
father, be careful to diſcharge the Bond you have 
enter'd into; let the Youth read over often the Office 
of Baptiſm and Confirmation. 
_ When! the Vigilant Paſtor therefore hath by Bap- 
tiſm wip'd out Original Sin, and wrote our Nik 
in the Book of Life, we being come to riper Yeats, 
and a fit Capacity of profeſſing our Faith, the holy 
— Biſhops impoſe their Hands upon us, and confirm 
and cheriſh our growing Belief, They procure for 
us, by. their fexvent Prayer, a fit Degree of God's. 
Grace and Holy Spirit, that we may be fo breught 
to the Obedience of his Word, that at laſt we may 
obtain everlaſting Glory. Now, according to our 
Actions here, fo will our Lot or Portion be happy or 
| Miſerable to all Eternity. Confirmation puts us in 
mind how ſhameful it is to difhonour the Chriſtian 
Name, when we have openly in the Church declar'd 
our Reſolution to live and die in the Faith of Chriſt. 
If all that have been baptiz*d could give an Account 
and Reaſon of their Faith, and were then preſented 
to the Biſhop for Confirmation, they would conſent to 
the Nromiſe their Sureties made, and vow to perform 
all they undertook for them; this would draw down 
the Affiſtances of God's Holy Spirit, and may diſpoſe. 
Hun to pity the Frailties to which Surprize may ex- 
poſe them, giving them ſuch a Portion, as is requi- 
ſite to ſapport them under the foreſt Trial, 
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Bleſs thy Name, O God, that I was 


in my Infancy dedicated ta thee n 
Holy Baptifm ; wherein I was made a 


Member. of Chriſt's, Church, and entitled 
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to the Glories of thy Kingdom; . O grant, 
that I may perform what I have promis d, 
and continue in the ſame to my Life End. 
Jam unable of my ſelf to help my ſelf; 
mercifully grant, that thy Spirit may be 
to me a Spirit of Holineſs, to cleanſe my 
defiled Nature; a Spirit of Counfel, in all 
Difficulties; of Diſcretion, in all Doubts 3 
of Courage, in all Dangers; of Conſtan- 
, in all Perſecutions; of Comfort, in 
all Troubles; more eſpecially i in Times 
of Sickneſs, and in the Hour of Death. 
I humbly beſeech thee that I may have 
Grace to follow the Example of thy happy 
Servants, who walk' d before rigs in Sted- 
faſtneſs of Faith, and Godlineſs of Life, 
that at the laſt Day, I with them; and 
they with me, may attain to the Reſur- 
rection of the Juſt, and have eternal Reſt 
with all the Faithful. Grant this, O Fal 
ther, for Chrift his fake. men. e Ni 


of the LORD's SUPPER. 


MED 174 TION. 


J Ceaſe to wonder that the wy, is To? 

fierce an Enemy to the Uſe of the Ho- 
ly Sacrament : For he knows of what. 
avail it is to attain that Bleſſedneſs, from 
which throu gh reſtleſs Pride he fell. The 


Sacra- 
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Sacrament 1s juſtly eſteem'd the greateſt 
Bleſſing given us in this Life: and we can 
in nothing more ſhew our black Ingrati- 
tude, than by neglecting to do this in Re- 
membrance of our Saviour. Deareſt Jeſus! 
but for thee I had been eternally undone; 
O how great was thy Love to poor Sin- 
ners! Thou. was pleas'd to ſubmit to all 
the ſinleſs Miſeries of human Life; and 
didſt permit thine Enemies, when arm'd 


with Rage and Fury, to lay their ſacrile- 


gious Hands upon thee; and when they 
had bound thee in a cruel Manner, and 
wickedly. reviled thee, thou reviledſt not 
again: But further, O deareſt Saviour, 
thou waſt by wicked Fews pronounced 
guilty of Death, and condemn'd by Pi- 
late, and being ſtripped naked in the Pa- 
lace, thou didſt ſuffer thy tender Eleth 
to- be torn with Scourges: Nor ended 
their Malice here, they faſten'd a Crown 
of Thorns upon thy bleſſed Head; and 
then, O immaculate Lamb. of God, how 
| like a harmleſs Sheep wert thou led to the 
Slaughter! At Gelgotha thou didſt hang 
on the Croſs, thy Hands and Feet pierced, 


thy precious Blood ſhed in great Abun- 


dance; and then, O Saviour, didſt bow 
thy ſacred Head and give up the Ghoſt, 


and die, that we might live for ejer. O. 


may 
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may this Love of thine kindle ſuch a Fire 
of 58 to thee in my Heart, as may 
break forth into a vehement Flame, and 
burn. up all my curſed Sins and Corrup- : 
tions: A due Senſe. of this Love is enough 
to mollify.a Heart more hard than Marble, 
O who can think on the wounded Body 
of our Lord, and not have his Soul wound- 
ed? Wha can view his pierced Side, with- 
out a Heart pierced for thoſe Sins which 
cauſed it? Tell me, my Soul, who ever 
with'd thee fo much Good?. What have 
our beſt Friends done for us, in compa+ 
riſon of this Charity? Our bleſſed Lord 
beſpeaks us, as well as the Daughters of 
Teraſakm: ; Weep not for me, but for 

r ſelves; not for my Sufferings in a 
fruitleſs Compaſſion, but for your ſelves, 
and your. Sins, in a. hearty Contrition, 
He 99 wk no other Return than our fol- 
lowing his Steps, that we _ at laſt ar- 
rive at 10 Glory. | 


De PRAYER. 


'Merciful and bleſſed Lord, od for 
the Memorial, of thy bitter Death 

* Paſſion, haſt ordain d A Sacrament in 
thy Church to commemorate thy. Suffer- 
ings, and to ſeal to our Souls the Benefits 
we > reap thereby; I will not prefer Sin 
2 and 
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and Satan before Chriſt and his Glory: 
To all thy Favours, Lord, ſo kindly 
ſhewn, I beg this once more; ſoften my 
ſtony Heart into a tender Senſe of thy 
great Goodneſs, that I may put my Soul 
in order when I approach thy Altar, that 
thou mayſt accept of me, and my coming. 
O let the Cry of thy Son's. Blood fpeak 
better Things than the Blood of Mel. Help 


me to ſerve thee uprightly, and enjoy thee 


_ eternally, for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake. Amen. 


The Sacramemt of the Lord's Supper being the 
higheſt Act of religious Worſhip, and yet ſo generally 
and ſhamefully negleQed in Country Pariſhes, I-think 
it requiſite here to be very particular, and ſhew, with 


what rais'd inflam'd Devotion, with what filial Love 


and Obedience, with what Temper of Mind and 
Body, it becomes you to commemorate a crucified 
Sr. ar | 
Many excellent Treatiſes have been written on this 
Subject; but ſome. of them ſtrain the Duty ſo high, 


and the Preparation that is required in order to it, 


that they rather terrify People from receiving, than 
preſs home the abſolute Neceſſity of it. So that un- 


reaſonable Scruples in ſome, and a general Coldneſs, 


as to all Matters of Religion, in others, have hitherto 
hinder'd the reviving this primitive Part of Devotion 
among us. For, notwithſtanding all - gracious Calls 


and Invitations, yet there are many, and they too 
ſuch as ſeem to be honeſt Men, and to be ſerious in 
religious Matters, who have never yet communicated. 
Therefore, that I may leave no one unſatisfied, I will 
endeavour, with as much Brevity as the important 


* 


Subject will permit, to ſum up what J haye 30 fay in 
1-£.0 9X7 it 3395 


v. 


the following Particulars, 
I | as 1. To 
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1. To give a plain Account of the Nature of the 
Sacrament, and the End for whieh it was ordain d. 
2. Shew, that all Chriſtians of riper Years, i., e. 
about ſiæteen or ſeventeen Yeary of Age arg ſtrialy 

obliged to communicate. 
3- Anſwer the ſeveral Pleas made by the Ignorant, 
or the Wicked, « the Neglect of it. | 
Give Direions how you muſt prepare your 
wh to be a worthy Receiver. | 
5. What you muſt do, if you are teally ſtraiten· d 
for Time, and can't go through the whole Exami- 
OT ns, c. 
hat ought to be your ir Behaviour a after, 100 | 
the next Celebration, Bt fo n * N 
Courſe of your Lives. 


I. Cooming the Nati ane onme 
2nd the End for which it Was ordain d. Kn 122 
that the Lord's r is a Memorial, or Comme». 
moration of Chriſt's, Death: S0 by this ſacred Action 
we record and. it in mind, till he come again 
to Judgment; ſuck @ ſenſible Sign being much more 
— to keep a lively Impreſſion, than if it had been 

recorded in Hiſtory. The Bread repreſento 
our Kay Js 1 Body ; ; the Wine, his Blood; the break-. 
ing of the Bread, the Torments he endur'd on the 
Croſs, and the wounding af his ſacred Bedy; the 
pouring out of the Wine, is a moſt lively Figure of 
the ſhedding his moſt precious Blood. 

In the Lord's Supper we ſwear Fealty and Homage 
to the King of Heaven and Earth; and, as well as 
in Baptiſm, age to be his faithful Servants and 
Soldiers to our 12 End. The Chureh alſo doth 
render moſt ſolemn Thanks and Praiſe. to God the 
Father, for his ineſlimable Love in the Redemption 
af the World, by the Death and Paſſion of his dear 
Son; and to Chriſt himſelf, who gave his Body to be 
* and his precious Blood to, he ſhed for Gy ts 
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This we our ſelves are to do, when we receive the I 

' + Holy Sacrament: God, in the conſcientious Diſcharge I Ba 
of this Duty, and devout Participation of the Holy I v. 
Communion, hath promiſed, that thereby all the Be. R 
neſit of our Saviour's Death ſhall be fealed, and ap- h 
plied to every faithful Receiver. Obſerve, all theſe ] 
Benefits are conferred in the Sacrament only on the i= 
faithful Receiver. If Judas did outwardly partake of C 
this Sacrament, Satan did but the fooner enter into I © 
v 

\ 

| 


him; for he receiv'd: with a Heart full of Treachery, 
Covetouſneſs and Malice, But if we receive worthi- 
ly, this will fortify the Soul with Power to reſiſt Sin: 
Our Souls being refreſhed. with this ſpiritual Wine, 
all the Enemies of our Salvation ſhall fall before us. 
2. All adult Cbriſtians are obliged to receive the da- 
crament. No Perſons are incapable of this Ordinance, 
dut Children, diſtracted Perſons, or ſuch as are under 
the Cenſure of Ex communication. St. Paul {whoſe 
Authority ought to perſuade us to the Practice of any 
Chriſtian Duty) charges it upon us: But if we re- 
quire a more expreſs Command for Chriſtians, what 
can be more poſitrve than, n 
Lutte 22. 19. Do this in remembrance of me? 
This is a Command, and' it is the Command of Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Author of this Holy Inſtitution, whom 
we profeſs to believe to be God; We call him Lord 
and Maſter, which implies Power and Authority over 
us; but all this is only to mock him, if we do not look 
upon our ſelves obliged to do what he commands, 
Our Saviour ſaid to the Jews, Why call ye me Lord, 
and do not the Things which I ſay? Tis our Duty, 
therefore, to obey the Commands of Chriſt; though 
never ſo numerous, ne ver ſo difficult; otherwiſe, we 
are no Chriſtians; or, which is worſe, diſobedient 
and diſloyal Subjects to our Lord and Maſter. 
As we can't at all be Chriſtians without Baptiſm, 
_ fo6-we may as well renounce the former Title, if we 
come not frequently to the Lord's Supper: For, it is 
8 | | | | to 


e 
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to our Godfather and Godmother that we owe our 
Baptiſm (and conſequently the Name of a Chriſtian) 
who carried us to the Font whether we wou'd or no. 
But if we wou d be truly ſuch, we muſt ſhew it by 
joining in this holy Ordinance. 

The Chriſtian, therefore, that lives all his Days 
without receiving the Sacrament, is no more a true 
Chriſtian than a Fer or a Turk is; and yet I tremble 
to ſay, how many Thouſands go out of the World, 
without owning their Faith in our crucifed Lord. 
What a baſe and ſhameful Ingratitude is this, not to 
remember the ſtupendous gd purchaſed. for us 
by the Death of Chriſt? 

But farther, This is not only an expreſs poſitive: 
Command of our Lord and Maſter, of our Friend. 
and Benefactor; but it was his laſt and dying Com- 
mand. St. Paul ſays, In the ſame Night that he was 
betray'd, he took Bread and brake it: How moving, 
bew tender and pathetick is this Expreſſion? The 
laſt Words of a dying Friend, are uſually moſt ſtrictly 


| obſerved by Us. Now ſince this is the Command of 
our Maſter who was juſt going to die for us, and we 


negle& it, we juſtly deſerve to be thrown back into 
that State of Slavery and Bondage, from whence, by 
his Death, he has delivered Us. 

But this Friend, who Jaid down his Life for Us, 
deſires nothing in return but what is yet for our fur- 
ther Advantage; he deſires us not to forfeit that Hap- 
pineſs which he has purchaſed for Us by his Death; 
which brings me to a ſecond Motive to any Us. 
to receive the Sacrament, 


The Danger of negledting it. 


We are, in this Life, ſurrounded with Variety of 
Temptations, no Condition of Liſe being free from 


the Aſlaults of our ſpiritual Enemies; and we have 


Reaſon to bewail, that ſo many thouſands are enſnar d · 
” their Artempts and W upon to ſin —_ 


* 


times a 
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God. Now when we are juſtly humbled at the 


Sight of our Sins, the beſt. way to have our Pardon 
fealed, is to repreſent to the Father our Saviour's bitter 


Paſtion; that not for our own Sake, but for his Sake | 


and Merits, he would be propitious to us miſerable 
Sinners. Look round the World, and fay, What 
Promiſe is equal to the Advantage of this gracion 
Vouchfafement? | 
For in this Euchariſtical Sacrifice our bapti tiſmal 
Vow is renew'd; our Faith ftrengthen'd, good Deſires 
kindled, freſh Supplies of Grace are given. To this 
was owing the fervent Charity of the primitive Chri- 
ſtians, their Stedfaſtneſs in the Faith, and their Zeal 
for Martyrdom, *Tis this that will afford you Be- 
nefits more than you can number, and gravy than 
can conceive, 
Set before your Eyes the dreadful Exmaple of thoſs 
who by flighting and forſaking this Memorial of 
2 Death, have fallen into dammable Hereſies, 
no the Lord that bought them; or elſe abandoning 
ew Hind all manner of wicked Works and Lewd- 
neſs, of which we have too many ſad Inſtances in the 
World. On the contrary, if we conſider well, we 
ſhall find them to be the moſt devout and ration 
Chriſtians, and the beſt People, who do moſt fre- 
quently communicate. 
Therefore 'tis the Command and Practice of our 
8 engage her Members to receive three 
ea 


England we have Monthly Communions; nay, in 
many Churches, every Lord's Day. 


Men are not ſo very ſecure, ſo rooted in Faith 5 
Love, but they want conſtant Help and: Aſſiſtance, 


which is afforded: them in this Holy Sacrament ; 


which if we did conſtantly attend (if we have an 


Opportunity) every Month of our Lives, then might 
we expect Pardon of our Sins, and all other . 


of Chriſt s Paſſion. 


; | Another 


r at leaſt, In many great Towns in 
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nother Motive is, the 5 | 4 ent 4 
HRP VEL Pleaſure: Na 5 1 8 
The humble and devout Receivers find their Hearts 
tanſported with Ecſtac ies of holy Joy, and Rav iſh- 
ment of Delight, in a due Performance of this hea- 
venly Duty. Let the pious Chriſtian, who comes 
with Humility and Devotion to the Sacrament, ſay, 
Whether he has not felt an inwarq Delight? Whether 
Jeſus has not been known to him in breaking of Bread? 
But not only ſublime and heavenly Delight, but 
alſo what uſually moves you in the Country, and is 
another Argument to perſuade, isi 
The Advantage that attends on this Duty,” 
How is it, that we dor't all, like wiſe Merchants, 
flock thither where is, the 77 Hope of Gain? 
Why do we not learn this Wiſdom from the Poor 
among us, who conſtantly wait where the moſt bqun- 
tiful Alms are given? That is, why do not all ſin. 
cere Chriſtiane repair to that Ordinance moſt dili- 


gently, where the greateſt Good may be had both 
lor Soul and Body ? Frog wil * oo acidic i breb 
Ha our bleſſed Saviour, to the end that we may 
obtain this great Treaſure, ordained long Pilgrimages, 
hard Faſtings, to ſell all our Goods and give to the 


* 
898 


Poor, to endure ſharp Penances, c. and on this 


Condition only to make us Faztakers; of this Holy 
Mcramecit z yct all this and more we dught moſt, joy- 
fully to have under went, if we might be Partakers of 
ſo excellent and effectual a Means of promotiug our 
everlaſting Comfort and Happineſs. 0 
Lam amaz d how any, who are called Chriſtians, 
can, think | themſelves diſpens d with from this holy 
Ordinance; and therefore I proceed now to conſider 


* 


the ſever!l E 5 CY: 
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Urg'd-for the Neglect of Receiving the . of 
| N -hrilt's 
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Chriſt's Body and Blood. Indeed no Pretences what. I Bu 
ever can juſtify a Chriſtian's Neglect of this Com: iſ the 
mand of our Saviour; and it muſt be own'd, that lm. 


thoſe which are uſually brought, are weak and impious I kf 
The ſeveral Pleas made for the Ne eglect of 5 
göbe Holy Sacrament, are pe 


1. Multiplicity of Buſineſs. en 1967.00, OR 

2. A ſinful Life. | 

3- Ignorance, or havin ng Doubt and Serie 

4. A hard Heart, not able to relent.' 

5. They who come, are not 2 

6. That frequent Receiving will diminiſh the Bo 
verence due to the Holy Inftitution, ' 

7. Our Cuſtom of Kneeling ſavours of Adoraii 
of the Hoſt, Þ TONNE. he 
8. Tam not in Charity, and am afraid. 


2 22 
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The firſt Plea or Pretence for the N cole? hi parc 
the Holy Sacrament, is Wale e This 
indeed is the moſt common and 1 Pretence for 
not coming to the Holy Altar, But *tis a Very wicked 
and ſcandalous one: Men can find Time enough to 
follow their worldly Profits and Pleaſures, but to en- 
ter into the ſerious Buſineſs of their Souls, they have 
no Leifure; other Matters take up all their Time. 
OurSaviour, to encourage us to let ſpiritual Concerns 


have the firſt Place n our ghts, aſſures us, that 
it we be carefui to ſerve God int eW ay-he preſcribes; 


be will Nis us in our temporal Concerns; ſo that to 
be »cligious, is the moſt likely Way to thrive in this 
World. Therefore, beſides the Wickedneſs of this 
Pretence, we ſee how falſe it is: But ſuppoſe it were 
true, that to prepare our ſelves for the Sacrament as 
we ought, would a little incommode' our temporal 
Concerns ; ought we not rather to loſe ſome Ad- 
vantages here, than to forfeit the Favour of God, 
and endanger the Welfare of our Souls . 
ut 
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But God in Mercy hath ſo order'd the Matter, that 
the greateſt Affairs, with a little prudent Forecaſt, 
may be manag'd, and yet there ſhall be Time enough 
kft for the Duties of Religion. Nay, if Men would 
but employ themſelves in examining into the State of 
'Y their Souls, only at ſuch Times in which they are 
perfectly idle, they might come prepar'd to this or 
any other religious * . HOES 
Theſe very People, who complain they want Time, 
can find Leiſure for Recreations, for Vilits, for idle 
Diſcourſe, or what is warſe, for dlander, and Calumny ; 
but when our Saviour invites them to his Table, they 
have no Time. If for the fake of Buſineſs, or Diver - 
fon, we put by the Celebration of the eee 
we openly declare to all the World, that we love our 
Bodies better than our Souls; our Friends more than 
God; and Earth more than Heaven.  \ 
A ſecond Pretence made againſt the receiving the 
dacrament, is, A had Life. . 
This is fully anſwer d in the Exhortation at the 
Warning beſore the Communion, in theſe Words: 
« If any Man ſay, Iam a grievous Sinner, and there- 
« fore am afraid to come, wherefore then do you nat 
« repent and amend?” 5 
Tis intolerable, that any one ſhall think that one 
in en, atone for. another... 77 oo 
Indeed, the Lord's Table is no Place for a Man 
that is wicked, and deſigns to go on in his Wicked- 
neſs: The Sacrament is a Token of Pardon and Re- 
conciliation ; and what has the obſtinate Rebel to do 
with the Favour of his Prince? Chriſt indeed came 
into the World to receive Sinners, that is, ſuch Sin- 
ners as are changing their Minds, and reſolve to re- 
pent, Tis not the humble returning, but the obſti- 
nate Sinner, that muſt keep from the Lord's Table; 
and he, if he lives and dies in his Sins, as certainly as 
God is true, ſhall be excluded from the Kingdom of 


8 And 
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And as ſome excuſe their coming to the Sacra. 
ment, on account of their Sins paſt, ſo others dare 
not come for fear of falling into Sin after they haye 
receiv'd it. 5 ad ME | 
Auſio. It muſt be own'd, that wilful and delibe- 
rate Sins, after our Vows made at the Sacrament, are 
a great Aggtavation of our Sin, but do not render it 
ume ² K 1 
Tho God requires, after you have been at his holy 
Table, your utmoſt Care to avoid Sin, yet he doe 
not expect you ſhould live-entirely free from it. The 
Corinthians, we know, were guilty of Fatlings after 
the Communion. Could we after the Sacrament live 
ſinleſs, we need only receive it but once in our Lives; 
but the Sacrament is appointed as a Means to ſtrengthen 
us more and more againſt Sin, When, therefore we 
rehpſe into foul Crimes, we muſt 'humbly implore 
Pardon for them, and have Recourſe to the Sacra- 
ment, which will, in time, enable us to gain the Victory 
over the Fleſh, the World, and the Devil. | 
Let no Diſtruſt therefore of your Unfitneſs keep 
you any longer from the Lord's Table. The fincere 
acknowledging of this Unworthineſs, renders you 
moſt worthy. When you own that you are nt 
worthy to gather the Crumbs under the Lord's Table, he 
then aſſures you, that he is the ſame Lord, whoſe Pro- 
porty is always to have Mer. 
Tis a Stratagem of the Devil, to draw Men from 
the Sacrament, that ſo affrights them with an unrea- 
ſonable Conceit of their Unfitneſs. The Benefits of 
this holy Ordinance certainly are ineſtimable, or the 
great Enemy af our Souls would not take ſo much 
Pains to keep us from it, by laying ſo many Scruples 
and Impediments in the way; therefore if you. ſhall 
hear a Voice from within, ſaying, Come not to this 
holy Feaſt, for thou art a Sinner; let Faith anſwer, 
that Chri/t came not to call the Righteous, but Sinners 
{8 Repentance. 175 


q 


* 1 An. ACT us r % 


SACRAMENT. 145 
- If you are a great Offender, the more want have 

u of a Saviour. In ſhort, the Sacrament was not 
appointed for Angels, who are pure and undefiled 
Beings; but for Man, who is a frail Creature, ſub- 
ject continually to Error and Miſcarriages. Do you 
endeavour to be as good as you can; and whenever, 
thro' Surprize, you have been drawn from the Paths 
of Virtue, repent immediately, and then be aſſured, 
that God will accept of your ſincere Endeavours, and 
forgive your unavoidable Infirmities, and your moſt 
deliberate Sins, if you repent of them and forſake 

A third Pretence againſt receiving, is Ignorance, 
not being able to read; or fame Doubts, which make 
you dread, left you ſhould be unworthy Communi- 
cants. But if you are perfectly ignorant in the Fun- 
damentals of Religion, this Ignorance is damnable, 
and will be a Bar to your going to Heaven, as well 
as coming to the holy Sacrament. If you have Doubts 
and Fears, why don't you, as the Church adviſes, 
repair to your ſpiritual Guides for Inſtruction, Who, 
with Joy and Pleaſure, will endeavour to take from 
you your Ignorance. , | , 
If your Eftate be in Danger, a wiſe and expert 
Lawyer is ſoon conſulted, If you are thrown upon 
the Bed of Sickneſs, a Phyſician is ſent for. If you 
have Perplexities of Mind, and will not uſe the Means 
to compoſe them, you are to charge your Ruin upon 
your own Head. Your fpiritual Guide is appointed 
to explain the Nature of the Myſteries,” inform your 
Conſcience, to confirm your Faith, to direct your 
doubtful Steps, to give you the Comfort of Abſolu- 
tion; to which, if your own Prayers and pious En- 
deavours are us'd, you may reaſonably hope, that 
God will reſtore unto you the Foy of Salvation. But 
perhaps you are not ſo ignorant as you think your 
ſelf; or you miſtake the Degrees of Knowled c π]]ᷓ0 
are requir'd in a worthy Communicant. 
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If you know the Author of this Ordinance to he 
Jeſus Chriſt, and the End of it to be a Commemo- 
ration of his Death, the Uſe of it to renew your Cove- 
nant with God, which you made at your Baptiſm, 


and the Pardon of your Sins to be hereby ſealed, 


(Chriſtians to be united in the ſtricteſt Bonds of Love 
and Charity; if you come with an earneſt Deſire to 
encreaſe daily more and more in the Knowledge and 
Godlineſs of Living, depend upon it, that God will 
graciouſly receive you. 4 - 

For a fourth Excuſe you ſay thus; I fear my Heart 
is hardned; I cannot, like Mary Magdalen, weep 
much, tho' I have much to be forgiven. 

 Tanſwer; Tho' you cannot mourn ſo muchas others, 
pete if you forbear Sin, you may be a true Penitent. 


You grieve that you are griev'd no more, therefore 


you have not a hard Heart, nor do you wholly want 
the Grace of Repentance ; but you ought to come to 


this Sacrament to encreaſe that Godly Sorrow for Sin, 


The breaking of the Bread, and the pouring out of 
the Wine, is putting you in Remembfance of a broken 
bleeding Saviour, and will help to break your Heart, 
and increaſe your Godly Sorrow for Sin, | TX 
T he fifth pretended Excuſe you make for not co- 
ming to the Sacrament, is this: They who come, don't 
lead better Lives than they who keep away; and if 
it does me no Good, I am ſure it will do me Hurt. 
Anſw. How do you know that your Neighbours 
who frequent the Lord's Table have not repented of 
their Sins paſt, or made firm Reſolves againſt them 
for the Time to come? For the Sight of this holy 
Office cannot but ſenſibly touch your Hearts; and if 
they unhappily ſtart aſide like a broken Bow, and fall 
into preſumptuous Sins after, yet ſtill their Condition 


is better than his who profanely keeps from it, caſt- 


ing off all Regard to God and Religion. 
A ſixth Pretence againſt frequent receiving, is, 
That it will diminiſh the Reverence due to the holy 
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derament. Indeed frequent Converſe and Familia- 
ity is apt to breed Contempt among Men; but the 
oftner we uſe ſpititual Things, the greater will be 
our Veneration for them: The Things of this World 
fall ſhort of the Enjoyment we propos'd. 1 
But in ſpiritual Performances we converſe with God, 
whoſe Perfections are infinite; this will conſtantly. 
raiſe our Love and Wonder: They who pray often, 
rh ORTEwW pray wen, ont een renee 
So the oftner we receive the Sacrament, the more 
does that holy Flame and Fervour encreaſe. Sins 
unrepented of, or a conſtant Neglect of Duty, will 
always be a Bar to the Influence of Grace, If we 
come with all the Qualifications requiſite, we ſhall 
find this divine Ordinance to be the beſt Means of 
making us juſt and charitable, pious and devout.  _ 
I know mariy humble, holy Souls, who.every Week 
commemorate the exceeding Love of their bleſſed Sa- 
viour, abhor any Injuſtice in their Dealings, who are 
wean'd to the World, their Paſſions calm'd, their 
Patience, like Job's, moſt remarkable; in ſhort, 
whoſe warm Aﬀections rife towards Heaven every 
Week more and more. 5 
Another Objection is brought againſt receiving the 
dacrament, by ſuch who differ from our Way of Wor- 
ſhip. Our Saviour and his Diſciples, ſay they, at the firſt 
Inſtitution, 'recetv'd in a Table Poſture. They fear 
to kneel, becauſe it favours of the Adoration of the 

Elements, which we condemn in the Church of Rome. 
We anſwer, They who ſuſpect us kneeling to the 
Bread and Wine, prove their groſs Ignorance, or great 
Malice; for our Church in the Rubrick after Com- 
munion-Service, declares, that thereby no Adoration 
is intended, or ought to be done, either unto the 

dacramentat-Bread-or Wunde. 
Our Saviour, according to the Cuſtom. of the An- 
cients-in Feaſting, uſed a fort of Recumbency, or lean- 
ing on another's Boſom LIE ſitting, nor n. 
e 2 ut 
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But this is no Proof that kneeling at the Sacrament i 
any ways unlawful. Kneeling is certainly the fitteſt 
Poſture for all Acts of Devotion; and the Euchariſt 
contains in it Praiſe, Thankſgiving, and Adoration; 
therefore we fall down and neel before the Lord our 
Maker; and Mr. Baxter ſays, Directory II. p. 3. If 
it be lawful to take a Pardon from a King upon our 
„ Knees, I know not what can make it unlawful to 
take a ſealed Pardon from Chriſt in the ſame manner. 
.8 The laſt Plea you urge againſt receiving the Sa- 
crament, is, I am not in Charity with my Neighbours, 
and therefore cannot come to that Ordinance, which 
requires ſo much of mutual Love and Charity. 
The Sacrament, indeed, is a Sacrament of Love, 
being left as a Pledge of our bleſſed Saviour's Love to 
us, and therefore to be received in Love and Charity. 
?T'is true, fo long as you are in a State of Hatred, or 
of an uncharitable Temper, you are not fit for this, or 
any other religious Duty. Whoſe Fault is it, that you 
are not in Charity with your Neighbour? To ſhift off 
this Duty on that account, is a double Guilt. Beſides, 
what Love can you have for your Saviour (whatever 
Reverence you pretend for his Sacrament) who for 
your ſake laid down. his Life for you, and you will not 
part with an envious Thought againſt your Brethren 
at his requeſt? Shall Chriſt die to reconcile you to his 


Father, and will not you be reconciled to your Neigh- 


bour, for whom Chriſt died, as well as for you?“ Tis 
amazing that you make your Guilt a pretence for not 
performing religious Duties. Aſſure your ſelf, that as 
long as you are reſolved to hate your Brother, you can 
have no Advantage from Chriſt's Blood, whocharitably 
died for Mankind, even while they were Sinners. If 
your Brother, who has offended you, refuſes to be recon- 
ciled, leave the Guilt upon him; but do you preſerve 
your charitable Temper, and approach the holy Table. 
The Love of Chriſt, one would think, ſhould ſubdue 
the Enmity of our Natures towards each other; oy 

55 1 Pride, 
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Pride, the Cauſe of almoſt all Quarrels; that Bitter- 
neſs of Spirit, that Rancour and Revenge; our Ha- 
tred, our Reſentments, our Revenge, ſhould be turn'd” 
againſt our Sins. What a happy World would this be, 
if the Body of Chriſtians did frequently and worthily 
receive the Communion? All good Men muſt love one 
another, if they often met at this holy Table; they could 
not, they dared not return Hatred againſt each other. 

This Conſideration will, I hope, make you as ſo- 
licitous as may be, for a ſpeedy Reconciliation: with 
your Neighbour; and you will not look upon that a 
longer as a Plea to keep you from the Lord's Table. 

Theſe are all the Pretences I could ever hear of, for 
the Neglect of this Duty, All Obſtacles being now re- 
moved, the Way is made plain; and who 1 now will 
neglect coming to this Holy Table ; nay, neglect their 
own Salvation, when tis ſo eaſily obtained? If to ob- 
tain this Benefit, God had ordain'd ſeveral Faſts, long 
Pilgrimages, or even ſhedding of Blood, all theſe Se⸗ 
verities ought to have been undergone, to taſte even 
but once of this ſacred Body, But, O Love unheard 
of! The Preparation is caſy, that we may be cr1cous 
raged the oftner to receive this great Beneker, Happy 
is your State. Adam, for one Tranſgreſſion, was dri- 
ven out of Paradiſe; and a Cherubim, arm'd with a 
flaming Sword, was ſet to keep him ſrom returning to 
eat of the Tree of Life: But you, living in the Para- 
diſe of the Holy Church, are not driven away by an 
Angel with a flaming Sword, but are invited by the 
Lord of Angels, to taſte often the Tree of Life; for 
ſo the Inviter hath promiſed, Jobu 6. 5. He wh eat 
eth of this Bread, ſhall live for ever. 


I now come to ſhew what Preparation is to be made, 


that you may be a worthy Receiver. 
A holy Life, daily walking before God in his holy 
Ways; your being faithful and diligent in your Call- 


ing; exerciſing your ſelf to keep a Conſcience void 
of Offence both towards God and towards Man, is 
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the beſt Preparation: However, you muſt, - when 
Warning is given of a Sacrament the Sunday before, 


conſider the Dignity of the ſacred Ordinance, and 
add to your daily Devotion the Collects following. 


The frſt COLLECT, 10 be added Morn- 
ing and Evening all the IWeek before a Sa- 


crament. 


Thank thee, O Lord, that ah haſt 


E wrought in me a Deſire to approach 


thy holy Table; grant I may fo partake 
oft thoſe! holy Myſteries, that my Soul may 


be nouriſh'd with all Goodneſs; that m 
dear Jeſus may ever /tve in me, and I in bin. 
O give me ſuch a Senſe of thy unſpeakable 
Goodneſs to poor, miſerable, ſinful Worms, 
that I may be aw'd into a becoming Reve- 
rence; inflame my cold Heart with holy 
Ardors, that I may be touch'd with godly 
Sorrow in the more immediate Preſence of 
the great Judge of Heaven and Earth : Sub- 
due my worldly Affections, that I may wor- 


thily praiſe thee here, and to all Eternity. 


The Second COLLECT. 


Name, for this Chriſtian Sacrifice 


provided for me to convey the Benefit of 


that all-ſufficient Oblation once offer'd {ur 
the Sins of the World. And though ray 
many and great Sins render me unworthy 

3f 


Leſſed, for ever bleſſed be thy holy 
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of this heavenly Feaſt, yet, Lord, let the 
precious Blood of my Saviour cleanſe me 
from all my Sins; forgive my polluted 
Thoughts, my idle raſh Words, my wie- 
ked, impious Deeds; and give me thy 
heavenly Grace, that T may reſolve for 


the future to ſerve thee in Holineſs and 


Righteouſneſs all the Days of my Life; that 
ſo living in thy Fear, I may die in thy 
Favour ; and at laſt be number'd among 
the Saints in Glory everlaſting, A 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


i The Third COLLECT. .. 
J wil not preſume to come to thy Table, 


O merciful Lord, truſting in my 07: 


Righteouſneſs, but in thy manifold and 
great Miercies, declared unto Mankind/1n 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; for whole fake 


give me, I pray thee, ſuch a Pr eparation_ 


of Soul, as to qualify me to approach thy 


Altar. Accept of the Expiation which 


thy Son hath made of all my Tranſgreſ- 


ſions, by the Sacrifice of himſelf, as of 


A2 Lamb without Spot or Blemiſh. Let 


the Remembrance of my Sins, ind "of 


my Saviour's bitter 5 for them, 
pierce my very Heart engage me 


for ever to love and ſrrre him who laid 
down his Lite for me. 
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Cleanſe me from all Filthineſs of Fleſh 
and Spirit, that I may be a real Partaker 
of thoſe Bleſſings which are repreſented in 
the Sacrament of Chriſt's Body and Blood. 


Strengthen, O God, all good Reſolutions 
in me; enable me by thy Grace faithfully 


to perform the Conditions of that Cove- 
nant which I made in Baptiſm, and now 


intend to renew in the holy Sacrament, 


by dedicating my ſelf entirely, and for 


ever, to the Service of my bleſſed Redeemer, 
who hath loved me, and waſhed me from 
Sins in his own Blood. To him be 


al Honour and Glory, Thankſgiving and 


Praiſe, Love and Obedience, for ever. Amen. 


This Week apply your Mind to Divine Subjects, 
fo as to ſtir up all the Faculties of your Soul, vigo- 
rouſly to proſecute this high Duty. 

At all Times and Places, the Uſe of theſe Ejacu- 


lations will keep your Mind in a devout Frame. 


ORD, what is Man, that thou art 
Mindfinl of him; or the Son of Man, 
that thou regardeſt him? 

Thou madeſt him lower than the An- 
gels, to crown him with Glory and Wor- 
ſhi { 

. me a clean Heart, O God, and 


renew a right Spirit within me. 


Caſt me not away from thy Preſence, 
and take not thy Holy, Spirit from me. 


Let 
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Let the Words of my Mouth, and the 
Meditations of my Heart, be now, and 
evermore, acceptable in thy Sight, OLord, 
my Strength and my Redeemer. 


Your daily converſing with Earth, you know, will 
weaken your Knowledge of Religion, if 'tis not re- 
freſh'd by Meditation, Who can hear the Voice of 
Conſcience in the Noiſe of the World? 'Tis your 
Duty, indeed, to provide for your fetf and Family 
by Labour but this muſt not take up all the Vigour 
of your Mind. You have a higher and a noble Part, 
that deſerves your Care; that immortal Part (worth 
more than the whole World) which, tis to be hoped, 

will converſe with Spirits in heavenly Bliſs for ever. 
Think not only on all your Sins, but on the Ag- 
gravations of them; how often, how inexcuſable, 
againſt how much Goodneſs of God, how many 
Checks of your own Conſcience, or Advice of your 
Friends, you have committed them. If the Sight of 
your Sins, the Love of your ſuffering Redeemer, don't 
melt you into Sorrow, think on God's dreadful Judg- 
ment againſt impenitent Sinners, and earneſtly pray 
to God for the fake of his dear Son to take away your 


ſtony Heart, and give you that godly Sorrow which 
worketh Repentance to Salvation. 


On Fr day” before a Communion. 


Unhappy Man! who cannot live without Sin, nor 
hope for Pardon without Repentance: Therefore, on 


this Day ſit as a ſevere Judge; examine your ever 
Thought and Word, and ſtrictly ſearch every Deed, 


_ condemning your Tranſgreſſions to their juſt Pe- 


nance, and imploring the Merey of Heaven for all 
that is paſt. 


If you have examin'd your ſelf, and confeſs'd your 
Sins every Day at Morning and Faint Prayer, 
H 5 then 
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then Examination at this Time will not be laborious: 
And nothing can be of greater Ute, than frequentiy 
to call your ſelf to a ſtrict Account, comparing your 
Actions with the Laws of God; if this was duly per- 
form'd, the Seeds of Vice could not take deep Root 
in your Heart. But many, who get their Livings 
by the Sweat of their Brows, who are Servants, and 
cannot command their own Time, complain they 
han't Opportunity for this Examination; but ſevere 
are thoſe Maſters, who hinder them from this great 
and good Work: I am ſure 'tis their Intereſt to allow 
them time; for how can thoſe Servants be idle, un- 
faithful, or diſobedient, who juſt before made ſtrong 
Reſclves againſt all theſe Sins? 

But if covetous Maſters will not allow their Ser- 
vants time to prepare for religious Duties, this Exa- 
-mination may be perform'd the Sunday before; or an 
Hour any Morning or Evening in the Week may be 

procured. Belides, in the Fields, or at the Plough, 
or working at a Trade, Men may reflect on their 
Lives paſt: But want of Time is generally a frivolous 
Pretence; for they can find Leiſure for Idleneſs, for 
reading ill Books, and profane Ballads, c. which 
taint the Mind, and render it averſe to all holy Duties. 

Therefore make no Excules, but be humbled and 
ſcrrowtul, that you have not conſider'd theſe Things 
ſooner ; beg of God, who alone ſearches the Heart, 
and tries the Reins, to diſcover to you all the Evils 
and Deceits of your own Heart, and-then judge your 
ſelf here, that you be not condemned hereafter. 
HFaving meditated for ſome time on the Wonders 

of Chriſt's Love, and reflecting on your ſelf and your 

Sins paſt, endeavouring to bring your Soul to, Gudly. 
Sorrow, fall on your. Knees, and humbly and fer- 


vently repeat this 
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Which contains Heads of Self-Examina- 
tion of Sins committed againſt, 1. God, 


2. Your Nerghbour. 3. Your ſelf. 


Petitions for the Virtues which ſhould adorn the 
Soul before we approach the holy Altar. 


LX your Hand upon your Heart, ſee if it beats 
as quick now you are thinking of Heaven, as it 
did when your Thoughts were upon the Earth. 

God and your Conſcience require, that you con- 
ſider the State of your Soul for what is paſt; of your 
Will and Affections for the preſent; of your Reſolu- 
tions for the future. By a devout and deliberate re- 
peating this Litany on your Knees, you will fee the 
State of your Soul. When you find your ſelf guilty 
of any Sin, ſtop and ſay, Lord have Mercy _ me, 
and pardon this Crime. 


5 L. I T A 8 

0 0 D, the Father of Mercies, 
Maker of Heaven and Ear th, 

Have Mercy upon me miſerable & inner. 

O God the Son, Redeemer of Mankind, 
the Fountain of Peave and Pardon, 
Have Mercy upon me miſerable Sinner. 


O God the Holy Ghoſt, Sanctifier, 


Comforter, and Perfecter of the Po 
fu 
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ful, who alone canſt guide and aſſiſt me, 
Have Mercy upon me miſerable Sinner, 


O God, who preſerveſt me every Mo- 
ment; who haſt redeemed me by the 
Dcath of thy Son, and ſanctified me by 
the Grace of thy Holy Spirit; who haſt 
given me all the Means of Salvation, and 

prepared a glorious Inheritance for me, 
Have Mercy upon me miſerable Sinner, 


SINS againſt God. 
From Infidelity, and Diftruſt in thy 


Mercy, O God; trom murmuring at thy 


Dealings with me; from being impatient 


under thy afflicting Hand, and difobe- 


dient to thy juſt Commands: 
Deliver me, O Lord, 


From blaſphemous and wicked 


Thoughts and Diſcourſes ; from taking 
thy ſacted Name in vain ; from miſpend- 
ing the Lord's Day; from Coldneſs, 
Wanderings, and Indevotien in my 
Prayers: e 
Deliver me, 9 Lord. 


From putting off my Repentance from 
Day to Day; from reſiſting the good 


Motions of thy Holy Spirit: from tame- 


I 
d 
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ly hearing others blaſpheme, or whe. Ways 


diſhonouring thy holy Name: 
Deliver me, O Lord. 


From deſpairing of thy Mercy, or 
preſuming groundleſly on thy Goodneſs, 

going on in wilful Sin, or fearing Man 
more than thee, O God; from want of 
Zeal in thy Service, and Cowardice in 
not ſtanding up for thee againſt Evil- 
Doers: - 


Deliver me, Q Lord. 


From Neglect of reading the holy 
Scriptures, in order to learn my Duty; 
from being careleſs and remiſs to practiſe 
what I hear or read; from abſenting my 
ſelf from the Lord s Table, or coming 
without a due Preparation of Soul, or 
neglecting to keep the Promiſes 1. made, 

when I did receive : 


Deliver me, 0 Lord. 


Sins againſt your Net ghbour, 


From diſhonouring my Parents, Ma- 
giſtrates, and all in Authority, by being - 
refractory. and diſobedient to their lawful 
Commands; from being unfaithful: in 
what is entruſted to me, whether by the 
Living or the Dead; from drawing Men 

to 
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to Intemperance or other Vices, which 
may bring Diſeaſes or Death upon them, 


Deliver me, O Lord, 


From Fraud and Oppreſſion; from 
Theft, Treachery, or Lying; from Rail. 
ing and Slander; from doing Hurt 1 in any 
kind to my Neighbour: 


Deliver me, O Lord. 


From malicious Spight and Revenge; 
from ill Wiſhes and Curſes; from bear- 
ing falſe Witneſs to his Hurt, and covet- 

ing his Goods: | 
Deliver me, O Lord, 


From Ingratitude to thoſe who have 
done me good; from Uncharitableneſs to 
the Poor ; from drawing others to Sin by 
my Example or Perſuaſion; from flat- 
tering them in their Faults, and not re- 
Proving them when they do amiſs: 
Deliver me, O Lord. 


SINs 1 Jour kt 


From being puffed u with a high 
Conceit of my felf on the Account of 
Wit, Beauty, Clothes, or Eſtate, or of 
my Holineſs; or being intemperately 
fond of the vain Applauſe of the World; 
or 
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or committing Sin to avoid Reproach 
from evil Men: : 

Dieliver me, O Lord. 
From Pride and laſting Anger; from 
an immoderate Deſire of Riches or ſen- 
ſual Pleaſures; from Diſcontent in m 
preſent Condition, and envying the Pro 
ſper ty of others: 


Deliver me, 0 Fad 


From miſpending my precious Time 
in Eating and Drinking, in Pleaſure or 


Idleneſs: From Laſcivioufneſs, Luſt and 
Fornication; from unchaſte Songs and 
Storics, and from idle and lewd Compa- 

nions: 


D me, O Lord. 


From a Neglect of reſiſting Tempta- 
tions, or not weighing the Lawfulneſs of 
my Deeds by God's Holy Word ; from 
not being careful to examine often the 
State of my Soul, that I migint repent of 
the Bad, and give God the Glory for 
the Good: 


Deliver me, O Lord. | 


1 for GRACES, , 

J miſerable Sinner beſcech thee to hear 
me, O Lord God, that it may pleaſe thee 
to _ me a hearty Repentance for all 

the 
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the Errors of my Life paſt; to work in 
me a ſincere Reſolution, to amend my 


Life for the Time to come; to have Com. 


paſſion on the Infirmities of my frail Na- 
ture; and in all Dangers, Trials and Temp- 


tations, to ſtrengthen and relieve me: 


Hear my Prayer, O Lord 


Grant 1 may avoid the Sins I have com- 


mitted, and perform the Duties I have 


neglected, that I may keep my Vows and 
Reſolves of Amendment ; or if I unhap- 
pily ſtart aſide, like a broken Bow, I may 
immediately recover, and go on in my 


* to Heaven: 


Hear my Prayer, O Lord. 


Give me a lively, active and vigorous 


Faith; ſuch a Belief of thy Word; ſuch 


a Truſt in thy Mercy, as may produce a 
conſtant Obedience in me: 


Hear my Prayer, O Lord. 


Grant 1 may truly remember and re- 
flect upon my Saviour's Sufferings with 
moſt tender Reſentments; with the high- 
eſt Thankfulneſs and Love; that I may in 


ſome meaſure be fit to meet him at his holy 


Table, who, by his Death, hath ſaved from 


the Power of Sin, and the Wrath of God, 
every penitent and grateful Receiver: 
Hear my Prayer, O Lord. 


Grant, 


— 


Grant, that as this bleſfed Feaſt was 
deſign'd to encreaſe holy Love and Cha- 
rity among the Faithful, that I may re- 
lieve the Poor and Diſtreſſed; that I may 
forgive all the World, rendring Good for 
Evil, and endeavour, as much as in me 


lies, to promote their temporal and eter- 


nal Welfare: 


Hear my Prayer, O Lord. 


Be pleaſed to have Mercy upon all 


Tews, Turks, Infidels and Hereticks,. to 
take from them all Blindneſs, Pride and: 


Contempt of thy Word; and enlighten 
the Eyes of all that ſit in Darkneſs, and 


the Shadow of Death; and fetch all 
| wandring Souls home to thy Flock, that. 


there. may be Joy both in Heaven and 
upon Earth : 


| have Pity on all that are under any Ca- 


| lamity in Body, Mind, or Eſtate ; give 


| them Wiſdom to make a ſpiritual Ad- 

vantage out of what thy Hand hath laid 

upon them: 25 
Hear my Prayer, O Lord. 


Give me true Humility, the Orna- 


ment of a meck and quiet Spirit; a Con- 


tempt | 
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Hear my Prayer, O Lord. 
Vouchſafe to defend the Cauſe of Or- 
phans, and delolate Widows; and to 
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tempt of the World ; a Love for Heaven, 
and heavenly Things; that I may procure 

thy Favour, and be render'd amiable 1 in 
the Sight of all Men: 


Hear my Prayer, O Lord, 


Give me, O Lord, the Spirit of Tem- 
perance and Sobriety, that I may uſe thy 
Creatures to the Purpoſes they were de- 
fign'd; and not, like F/az, prefer Meat 
defore a Blefling : Bring my Appetites in 
Obedience to Reaſon, that 1 may hunger 
after the Food of Angels; and account 

ut Meat and Drink, and Pleaſure, to do 
may. Will, O God: 


Hear my Prayer, 0 Lord 


| Give me Grace to abſtain from all Ap- 
pearance of Evil; to own my Saviour 
Chriſt and his Religion, in the midſt of 
a ſinful Generation; and by a ſober, holy 
Life, to adorn my Profeſſion : 


Hear my Prayer, O Lord. 


Brant that I may ſtrive manfully a- 
gainſt the Fleſh, the World, and the 


Devil; and preſerve my Soul and Body 
in Holineſs; and have a Love of thy Ho- 
nour and Glory, above all the Riches, 
Wenn and Pleaſures on the Earth: 

| Hear my Prayer, O Lord. 


Grant 
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Grant that under all the Afflictions of 
this Life, ſent to prove the Excellency 
of my Virtue, as Poverty, Sickneſs, or 
Reproach and Slander, I may ſhew the 
| Strength of a Chriſtian, by my Patience, 
to EY: unerring Conduct: 
Hear my Prayer, O Lord. 


Grant that 1 may not employ my 


Thoughts in contriving any hurtful 
Things: That I oppoſe them when they 


firſt ariſe, and not conſent unto them; 


that my Soul and Body may be pure and 


clean, fit for the ae of thy holy 


bhi: 1 


Grant, ſince I ſhall be juſtißec by my 
Words, and by my Words I ſhall be con- 


demned, that I may govern my Tongue; 
that no profane Swearing or Curling ; no 


obicene Words, that may corrupt pure 


Minds; no angry or injurious Ex * 


ons, may proceed out of my Mout 


Hear iny Prayer, O Lord. 


Grant that all my Actions may tend to 
thy Honour and Glory, that with Fer- 


vour I may perform the Duties of divine 


Worſhip; that I may with Diligence 


perform my honeſt Labour, and ex-rcite. ' 


exact 


Ma my Prayer, O Lord. 
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exact Juſtice, love Mercy, and walk 
humbly before thee: 

Hear my Prayer, O Tord. f 
Let thy Terrors, O Lord, awaken me, 
and all Chriſtians, out of a lethargica| 
Condition, before we are overtaken by 
thy Judgments; break thou our ſtony 
Hearts, that they may guſh out with 
Waters of Sorrow to bewail our ill-ſpent 
Lives. Take from us all Prejudice againſt, 
and Contempt of, thy ſacred Word and 
Miniſtry ; and pity us, who have no Pity |. 
on our ſelves: _ FVV 
Hear my Prayer, O Lord. 
Grant me Grace, that I may inſtruct 
my Friends [name Children, Relations, 
or Servants} in temporal and fpiritucl 
Affairs, that I may fave thoſe for whom 
Chriſt died; that I may diligently and 
_ faithfully perform the. Truſt committed 
to me; that by thy Mercy, I with them, 
and they with me, may be numbred 
among the Saints in Glory everlaſtingly: 
Hear my Prayer, O Lord. 
Grant I may faithfully perform the 
Duties of that Station thy Providence 
hath placed me in, and be ready to obey 
all the Inſpirations of thy Holy Spirit; 
that ſo conquering all the Trials, 8 
| Clally 


CO 


© mm 
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cally the Sin that doth moſt eaſily beſet 
me) I may at laſt have a part in the bleſ- 
ſed a of Life and Glory: 

Hear my Prayer, O Lord. 


O Lamb of God, that takeſt away the 
Sins of the World, 


Grant me thy Peace. 


O Lamb of God, that takeſt aw ray the 
Sins of the World, __ 


O Lamb of God, that takeſt my the 
Sins of the World, 


Send thy Holy Spirit into me. 


Save me thy Servant, O Lord, 
And ſend me Help from thy Holy Place. 


St GN yaur Knee 5 ſay, 


HA holy, boly Lord God Almigh- 
thou art of purer Eyes than to 
behold Iniquity : Woe unto ane, there- 
fore, Woe unto me, that I have inclined 
unto Wickedneſs with my Heart: But I, 
thy wretched and unworthy Servant, in 
all Humility confeſs my ſelf a ſinful and 
polluted Creature. I accuſe my ſelf of 
in Thoughts which I have conceived ; 
{conſider and name the $ins:] of the wan- 
ton 


Have Mercy upon ne. 
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ton and evil Words which I have ſpoken; 
{ conſider and confeſi them :] of the naughty 
and ungodly Deeds which I have com- 
mitted ; of idle and careleſs Sins, of wil- 
ful and deliberate Sins, [name hem. But, 
O gracious Lord, pity, cleanſe, and for- 
give me for thy Mercies fake. 
Accept, in thy abundant Compaition, 
I humbly beſeech thee, my unfcioned 
Sorrow for all my Sins paſs'd; and grant 
that I may never ſo preſume on thy Fa- 
vour, as to deſpiſe the Riches of thy Good- 
neſs; but that thy Forbearance and Long- 
ſuffering may lead me to Repentance and 


an Amendment of my ſinful Life, to thy 


Honour and Glory. Amen. 


1 Am grieved, O my God, I am grie ved 
3 that ever I thould fo of- 


. thee, that I, the Work of thy Hands, 


have finned againſt thee, my Maker, my 
Father, and my judge; that I, the Price 


of thy Blood, have finned againſt thee, 


my Jeſus, who hadſt ſo much Love for 
me as to die for me; that I, the choſen 
Temple of thy Holy Spirit, have finned 
againſt him who ſanctified me: For this 


I: grieve and mourn, and am till grieved, 


becauſe I can grieve no more, 


4 3 0 
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O that my Head were Waters, and my 
Eyes Fountains of Tears, that J might 
veep bitterly for my Tranſgreſſions! O 
Lord, break this hard Heart of mine: 
for thou only canſt do it, and melt it 
into Tears of Contrition. But, alas! all 
the Tears I can poſſibly ſhed, cannot waſh 
away one of my foul Sins: No, 'tis thy 
Blood alone can do it. In defect, there- 
fore, of my own Tears, I offer thee, O 
heavenly Father, the Blood of thy own 
| well-beloved Son; for his fake be merci- 
ful unto me. Amen. 


That I had died before my Soul was 
drawn away from the Paths of Vir- 
tue. But, O my God, though I cannot 
come before thee as an Innocent, yet, if 
my Heart deceives me not, I can come 
among the Penitents; for wherein ſoever 
| have offended againſt my Neighbour, 
I am not ſorrowful only, but reſolve, to 
the utmoſt of my Power, to make Satiſ- 
faction. But for my Sins againſt thee, 
| O God, I have nothing to anſwer. My 
Comfort is, that thy Blood, O bleſſed 
Jeſu, bath ſatisfied for me, and one Drop 
of that precious Blood is enough to waſh 
away the Stains of a thouſand Worlds, 


But 
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But then, ſhall T continue in Sin that 
: Grace may abound? God forbid. I re. 
ſolve (by the Grace of thy Holy Spirit) 
to take heed to my Ways; and to love 
thee, my God, above all the Pleaſure: 
and Intereſts of my Life; and becauſe ] 
am weak of my ſelf, be pleas'd to con- 
firm me in theſe good Purpoſes. I de 

this Day in thy Sight, and in the Pre- 
ſence of the holy Angels, who attend in 
the Converſion of a Sinner, firmly re- 
ſolve never to fall again into the Sins ! 
now repent of. 
1 no longer beg for the Enjoyments of 
this W ord; neither Power, nor Honours, 
nor Riches, nor Pleaſures. No, my God, 
diſpoſe of theſe fading Treaſures where 
thine infinite Wiſdom pleaſeſt. Give me 
only Pardon and Mercy. O my Soul, 
why then art thou caſt down? If thou 
art ſincere, thy Saviour ſpeaks theſe com- 
fortable Words; My Son, be of good Chear, 
thy Sins are forgiven thee. And now, 
| behold, my drooping Soul revives, and 

breaks forth into Hymns and Praiſes, and 
| Hallelujahs, for a Mercy I could not hope 
for, becauſe I could not deſerve, and a 
Mercy which was denied to the Angels 
that linned. 


Let | 
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Let this happy Day, O my God, be 
noted in thy Book ; and here; upon my 
bended Knees, I humbly pray that T may 
live and die in theſe Reſolutions. _ 

Lord, hear my Prayers, and let my Cry 
come unto thee, Amen. O Lord God, 
Amen, Amen, 


If on Friday, tho tis the nia proper Day, you 
are unavoidably engag'd, this Examination may 
made ſooner, or when you can ſpare Time. Ser- 
vants, and Day-1abourers, may do it the Sunday 
before; but *tis beſt towards the End of the Week, 
that the pious Impreſſions made by it on the Mind, 
may not wear oft before you receive. 


Saturday, add this 2 Morning ind Even- 
ing Prayer. 


Ook down, O Lord, with thy wonted 

Mercy, on the Confulion of my 
troubled Breaſt: I tremble to think on 
my own Folly and Madneſs, when I con- 
ſider how treacherouſſy I have betray'd 
my. own Soul, and hearken'd to the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, to 
haſten and increaſe my own Damnation. 
What ſhall I fay unto thee, O thou that 
art the Judge of all the World? If I look 
up to Heaven, and conſider the Mqeſty 
of my great, my holy Gd; and from 
thence draw my Eyes on my felf, i g- 
ing. my own Vilencſs, I ain 1:0: 7 b / 


1 "on 
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afraid, Thou kindly inviteſt me to come 
to thy holy Table; If I refuſe that gra- 
cious Invitation, I forſake my own Mercy 
and Happineſs; if I come unworthily, 
] am ſtill miſerable, and ſhall be puniſh'd 
For bringing ſo polluted a Heart, to ſo 
pure and heavenly a Feaſt. What ſhall 
1 do, fince Dangers threaten me on both 
ſides? I will fly to thee, my God; and 
that my Approaches to thee in this bleſſed 
Sacrament may be profitable to my Sal- 
vation, give me, I beſeech thee, a due 
Senſe of the Greatneſs of the Myſtery, 
and the Excellence of thy Mercy in it; 
and then fill my Soul with pure Affecti- 
ons, with earneſt Longings; with godly 
Sorrow; with firm Reſolves; with pro- 
found Reverence, and ardent Devotion; 
that my Heart may be a clear, tho home- 
ly Receptacle for my Saviour, ſuch as 
he will not diſdain; and I fo well a diſ- 
{ poſed Gueſt, at this divine Feaſt, that 
| thou, O Saviour, may'ſt bid me wel- 
come to thy Table, and the Food I re- 
ceive there, may nouriſh me to Lite 
eternal. Amen. FOR” 


Sacrament-Day, 


___ Riſe early: This will ſhew that your Mind is ſet 
upon the ſtupendous Bleſſing vouchſafed you, of meet- 
| 7 5 wg 


SACRAMENT. 171 
ing your Saviour at his own Table. Think on it 


with the greateſt Joy, and the greateſt. Reverence. 
Retire from the Noiſe and Cares of Life: Repeat the 
Ejaculations, and your uſual Morning Devotion, as 
in the Week; to which you may add the Litany, 
and fill up the Time with reading the 1 the 
Duty of Man, or ſome other good Book. 

Then ask your ſelf, in the 8 of God, whe- 
ther you do Aae ſtedfaſtly purpoſe to lead a new 
Life; without which *tis the higheft Preſumption to 
approach theſe dreadful Myſteries. If ill Company 
| was the Occaſion that you broke your former Vows, 
reſolve for the future, as much as is poſſible, to avoid 
it, as you value the Favour of God, and * eternal 
Happineſs, 


| About an Hour before Church-Time, fall 
on your Knees, and ſay, 


\ Almighty and eternal God, the Au- 
thor of Pardon, of Life and Salva- 
tion, have Pity on me lying in Miſery 
and Shame; in my Sins, and in the Fear 
of thy Wrath; but, 0 my God, who 
delighteſt not in the Death 2 a Sinner, 
and whoſe Mercy is greater than my Sins, 
let me not periſh in my Folly, nor be 
| conſumed in thy heavy Diſpleaſure. Gra- 
cious and loving Redeemer, whom I am 
now approaching with hearty Deſires of 
| receiving thee into my Soul, in thine a- 
| bundant Compaſſion, accept, I moſt hum- 
bly beſeech 3 of my unfeigned Sor- 
row for all my paſt Offences ; ; the Re- 
12 mei- 


_ 
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membrance of them is very grievous, the 
Burthen is, intolerable. Thou didſt, O 
merciful Lord, accept of Mary Mag da- 
len's Tears, the Repentance of St. Peter, 
and the humble Prayers of the poor Pub- 
lican; accept of this my Humiliation; 
confirm my Reſolves, and ſeal my Par- 
don. Command, O Lord, a divine 
Flame to deſcend from Heaven into my 
Soul, that my Sins and corrupt Affecti- 
ons may be the Burnt-Offering conſumed 

"To that end do I avow, and ſolemnly 
renew the ſacred Profeſſion made at m 
Baptiſm, to renounce unfeignedly the 
Vanities of the wicked World, the Luſts 
of the Fleſh, and the Suggeſtions of the 
Devil. I purpoſe and fulty reſolve to 
honour thee, to ſerve thee, to obey thee 
for ever hereafter ; giving and dedicating 
to thee, O merciful and gracious Father, 
the Faculties of my Soul, and the Mem- 
bers of my Body, to be thy faithful and 
obedient Servant, without unſaying, re- 
voking, or repenting me, of this my ho- 
ly and ſacred Promiſe, or any Part therc- 
of. All theſe Reſolutions will I perform 
by thy gracious Aid and Aſſiſtance, my 

Lord, and my God. „„ 


Un- 
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Unworthy am I a Sinner, even of the 
common Bleſſings of Life; yet, O God 
of all Grace, thou art pleas'd to permit 
me; to invite me to tread thy Courts; 
to come to thy holy Table; and to feaſt 
on Angels Food. O fill my Heart with 
Thoughts of Gratitude and Love! for 
here I may renew that Covenant, which 
I have ſo often broken; I may get 
Strength againſt my Sins, and arise 
them all before God at his Altar. 0 
Lord, let the Senſe of my Unworthineſs- 
always produce in ny Mind lively and 
laſting Acknowledgments of thy infinite 


Goodneſs, that I may continue to ſhew _ 


forth thy Praiſe in the ſteddy Courſe of 
a fruitful, thankful, and obedient Life, 
thro' Jeſus Chriſt, my Lord, Amen. — 


| If your Conſtitution be weak, or any tun 
convenience come from your Faſting the orning 
you receive, uſe your Pleaſure; but if you are ſtrong 
and healthy, tis beſt to abſtain from Breakfaſt : for 
then your Thoughts will be more fix'd ; and you | 
will gain more time to your ſelf, and the conſecrated | 
| hol, dal be, as it deſerves, your firſt Food. 

Till the happy Hour of receiving, be upon your 
Guard; let no criminal Thought, Word, or Deed, 
be indulg'd. In order to which, avoid ſuch Com- £ 
pany or Affairs as are apt to weaken the good Im- 


preſſions made on your Mind. Keep your felf in 


ſuch a devout Frame, as may, in ſome meaſure, 
_ qualify you to meet your Saviour, 


I 3 Be 
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Be ſure to be at Church before Prayers begin. Be 


very intent upon each Part of thoſe grave, rational, , 
and oYIng Offices you join in. 


Sermon. 


That you may hear with Profit, conſider that tis, 
_ or ought to be, the Word of the great God; fix you 
Thoughts upon. what is deliver d, and obey. 

When Sermon is ended, compoſe your Mind to 
great Devotion; let not the Thoughts of this World 
interrupt you in the ſacred Ordinance. Let God's 
unſpeakable Goodneſs. to poor, miſerable, ſinful 
Worms, inflame your cold Heart with holy Love. 
Conſider how. chaſte thoſe Eyes ſhould be, which go 
to behold the God of Purity; "ronfider how clean that 
Mouth ſhould be which preſumes to eat the Bread of 
Heaven: How heavenly that Soul, which aſpires to. 
an Union with the Body of our Lord. 


() Lord, now work in me 3 
that this f piritual Food may prove 
the Power of God unto Salvation; and 
grant that in partaking of the Lord Jeſus, 
I may dwell in Chriſt, and Chrift in me, 
T may be one with Chriſt, and Chriſt worth 
_—_ 5 
Go then, go to the ſacred Table, and take ale 


of that delicious Banquet. Go all enflam'd with 
and Joy, and Hope, 


| When you go to the Attar, fall profrat 
„ 
A Sit me, O Lord, with thy Holy 


Spirit in this heavenly Duty. 0 
touch 
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touch my Heart with ſuch an Awe of 
thy Preſence, as may fix my wandering. 
Thoughts, compoſe my Affections, raiſe 
ap my cold Deſires, that F may feel the 


Power, and taſte the Sweetnels of this | 
heavenly Feaſt. 


my my Saviour's Sufferings enflarne: 
| my 8 with Gratitude Wands him, 


that I may bewail and abhor thoſe Sins- 
which occaſton'd his Sorrows. 


I come, Lord, to offer thee a Sacrilice: 
of Praiſe and Thankſgiving ; > to love and! 
adore thee, the God of my Life. For 
Thou art . O Lord, to regeeve 
Glory, and — and Poier; far thou 


haſt created all J. hings, and for thy Will 
they are and were created. 


All own-that nothing can be fo compleat; fo ri-: 
tional, and ſo moving, as the whole Communion 
Services: It carries ſo much of the primitive Siumpli- 
city, Gravity, and Piety, that 'tis admir'd even by 
thoſe who don't uſe it. | 

The Sentences which begin the Service are Perſua- 

ſives to Charity, which is eſpecially to be ſhewn at 
this Time, when we remember the infinite Goodneſs 
of our Saviour; who from the Throne of Glory, 
where Seraphims ador'd him, deſcended on this 
Earth, _ died with Shame and Sorrow, to 
ſave us from the bottomleſs Pit, and open the ates 
of Heaven to all Believers. 

Theſe Oblations are to relieve the poor helpleſs 
Children and deſolate Widows. | 


ben. Be 
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Be very attentive, and make a ſhort Meditation 
on each Sentence. 


When you make your Offering. 


ALL I have comes from thy Bounty, 
O Lord, and tio thy holy Name be 
the Glory. As thou didſt accept the poor 
Widow's Mite, be pleas'd graciouſly to 
accept this from thy unworthy Servant. 


While the Exhortation is reading, attend with great 

Reverence to the Bleſſings which are promiſed to all 
worthy Communicants. 
Repeat the Confeſſion in the humbleſt Poſture, 
audibly ſaying the Words after the Miniſter, with 
great Sorrow of Heart. I believe there never was, 
in any human Writings, ſo lively, full and pathetick 
a Form of Confeſſion ; and the Sinner muſt be har- 
den q, if he is not touch d and mow'd by it. 


Abſolution. 


Be ſilent, attentive, and in an humble Poe 
when the Abſolution is pronounced ; and earneſtly 
beg of God, that he would be pleas'd to confirm in 
Heaven, what his Officer declares on Earth. 


Sentences, 


When the following Sentencesare read, make ſome 
Reflections on them; as when it is ſaid, Come unto 
me, all ye that travel, &c. ſay ſoftly, 


Come, O bleſſed Jeſus, I come: the 


Weight of my Imperfections ſink me 
down; but, Lord, theſe comfortable 


Words bring Joy to my Soul overwhelm'd 


; with ned, "&c. 


And 
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And fo on all the reſt. P 


After, when it is ſaid, Lift up your 3 forget 
all worldly Things, and ſee that you ſpeak Truth, 
when you anſwer, Me lift them up to the Lord; and 


well you may, when your Conſcience is cas d, and 
your Pardon ſeal'd. 


Let your Heart go along with every Word of the 
Conſecration, fix your Eyes upon the Elements; and 
while the Miniſter orders the Bread and Wine, joy- 
fully meditate thus. 


'S play can but admire that the Son of. 
God ſhould become Food to the 
Souls of Men! By this Myſtery, Bread 
and Wine are made Spiritual Food, as 
well as Temporal. 

O Lord, J entreat thee, let the Ope- 
ration of it ſtrengthen my Soul, that it 


may withſtand all the Temptations of 
the World. 


When you ſee the Bread broke, ay, 
Ehold, O my Soul, and wonder | thus 
was thy pleſſed Saviour's Body bro- 


ken; break, O my Heart, break, for it 


is an aſtoniſhing Sight! _ 
] ben the Wine is poured out. 
FR O my Soul, flow'd the Blood of 
my utes Saviour. Had not this 
Blood _ ſhed, there had been no Re- 
miſſion of Sins. Since God's Blood ſhall 
cleanſe thee, O my Soul, wallow in Filth 


no more. © 
7 After 
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Aſter the Conſecration. 
(Em God, grant that the Merits 


of my Saviour may plead effectually 
for the Pardon of all my Sins; may the 


Power of it ber againſt the Powers of 
Darkneſs. 


adore thee, O bleſſed Jeſus, 
who didſt endure the painful Death of 
the Croſs, to deliver me from endleſs 
Miſery ; therefore with all the Powers 
of my Soul, I love and praiſe thee for 


| theſe ſtupendous Favours. 


O Lamb of God, that takeſt away the 
Sins of the World, have Mercy on me. 

O Lamb of God, that takeſt away the 
Szns of the World, grant me thy Peace. 
Amen. N 1 „ 


Ippile the Miniſter receives in both Kinds. 


bimſelf. 


Or me receive theſe ſanctiſied Ele- 


ments of Bread and Wine with Pu- 


. I@ receiye the conſecrated Elements. 


Come 
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Come then, my Soul, open th. erer 
laſting Doors, and let the King of Gl 
enter in. If the Place is not worthy of ſo 
divine a Gueſt, thy Entrance, Lord, ſhall | 
make it worthy. Enter then into my 'hum- 
ble Spirit, and reign over all my Faculties. 
O may my Beloved be mine, and I his, 
to all Eternity. Amen, Amen. 15 


Before you receive the conſecrated Bread. 
LokD, Iam not worthy thou ſhouldſt- 
enter under my Roof; but, Lord, . 

be merciful to me a Sinner. I open my 
Heart to thee, O Lord ; come and abide 


wich me, and powerfully ſupport me in 
all Temptations. 


Thou haſt faid, He that. eateth thy 
Fleſh, and drinketh thy Blood, hath eter- 
nal Life: - Behold the Servant of the Lord, 
be it to me according to thy Word, 


While you ore eating the conſecrated Bread, 
fay within your ſelf, 

Lamb of God, that waſt ſlain for the 
Sins of the World, have Mercy up- 

on me; by thy crucify'd Body deliver me - 
from this Body of Death. 


After receiving the Bread. 


A LL Love, all Glory be to ches 0 
Lord, who feedeſti me with the Bread. 


Li. 
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© Thou giveſt me thy precious l to 
be the Food of my Soul. 


I offer to thee my Body and Soul; 0 
make them fit for thy Service. 


Before you receive the Cup. 
Fill receive the Cup of Salvation, and 
call upon the Name 95 the Lord. 1 will 


ratify my Vows with this Blood of the 


new Covenant, and engage my ſelf to be 
cternally thine, O God! 

O confirm, O eſtabliſh, my preſent 
good Reſolutions ; let me never again 
pollute this Body -ahd Soul, which thou 
art now going to take full poſſeſſion of. 
Bleſſed is he who eateth and drinketh 
ſacramentally in thy Kingdom of Grace 
here; He ſhall fit down and feaſt with 


thee in thy Kingdom of Glory hereafter. 


Amen, Amen. 


At the receiving of the Cup. 


O Saviour of the World, who by thy 
precious Blood haſt redeemed me; 


fave me and help me, 1 humbly belcech 


thee, O Lord, 


After the Cup. 
Bleſſed Sacrament, which doſt convey 


my Saviour's Merits, his Graces; and 


Comfort to the pious Commu nicant, how 


doth my Soul rejoice in thee! How am I 


raviſh'd 
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raviſh'd by partaking of thee! I feel, O 
holy Myſtery! thou art no common Food; 
I find thee, by Faith, my Lord's Body, 
the real Efficacy of what is repreſented by 
thee. Before receiving I was faint and 
feeble, infirm and languiſhing in Good 
neſs; but praiſed be thy Name for this 
Cordial of thy Blood: I now feel my Soul 
refreſhed, enriched, ſtrengthen'd : I feel 
new Deſires, new Hopes, new pious Re- 
ſolutions; O increaſe, O confirm them, 
gracious Lord, Amen. 58 


Leſſed and happy am I now 1 With 
47 this Bread and Wine I really and, 
ſpiritually receive the Blood of my Savi- 
our; whereby my Sins are fully waſhed 
away, and my Soul purified and refreſh'd: 
Bleſing and Honour, Thankſgiving and 
Praiſe be unto thee, O Lord, that thou 
haſt been pleaſed to admit me to theſe 
holy Myſteries; that thou haſt vouch- 
ſafed to feed me a Sinner, thy unworthy 
Servant, with the ſpiritual Nouriſhment 
of the Body and Blood of thy Son Jeſus 
Chriſt. Grant, O Lord, that this holy 
Sacrament may never turn to my Judg- 
ment and Condemnation; but that it may 
be Health under my Weakneſſes ; Safety 
againſt ſpiritual Adverſaries; Strength 
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to my holy Reſolutions; Comfort under 
all Calamities ; and procure for me Par- 
don and Forgiveneſs in this Life; Mercy 
and Favour at the Day of Jadgment ; and 


a never-fading Crown of Glory in the 
nn of Heaven. Amen. 


Have deſerved to drink of the Cup of 
Trembling and Aſtoniſhment, and 
thou, Lord, of thy Goodnefs haſt vouch- 
ſafed me the Cup of Salvation. O my 
Lord, by thy Tears, and by thy Blood, 
thou adjureſt me this D y to imitate thee 
in thy Grace, in thy Meekneſs, in thy 
Patience, in thy Humility, in thy Cha- 
rity, in thy Contempt of this World, and 
in thy Heavenhy-mindedneſs. My Heart 
is fixed, O God, my Heart is fixed; I 
Will ſing and give Praiſe. Here, at thy 
facred Altar, I promiſe Obedience to thy 
Laws; O be thou my Helper! Afſiſt me, 
uphold me with thy free Spirit; fo (hall 
I teach the Tranſgreſſors thy Way, and 
Sinners ſhall be converted unto thee. O 
Lord, increaſe my Faith, my Hope, my 
Love, my Charity: Make my Soul a 
Temple of the Holy Ghoſt. Come, 
bleſſed Spirit, come and dwell in me for 
ever! Amen, Amen. 


For 
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For all the ſtupendous undeſerved Mer 
cies now vouchſafed me, all Glory be to 
thee, O God the Father; all. Glory to 
thee, O God the Son; all Glory to thee, 
O God the Holy Ghoſt. Let Heaven 
and Earth, Men below, and Angels 
above, join in the Praiſe, and tay, r 
Amen, Amen. 

If the Communion is large, fill up your Time with 


ſome Thoughts on ſome Parts of the Service, as will 
warm your Affections, and raiſe a Spirit of Devotion. 


Pray for your Fellow-Chriftians that are 
+ jos 
O Alinighty grant that we all, | 
who. have _ Partakers of this thy | 
holy Inſtitution, may lead Lives according 
to thy heavenly Will; in all Things keep-- 
ing our Bodies undefiled, as a fit Recep-- 
| tacle for ſo heavenly Food, that our Souls 
may enjoy the Benefit of this M ery, . 
Bleſſed are they who dwell in thy 
Houſe, O Lord, and are fed, tho' it be 
but with the Crumbs that fall from thy 
Table. We have all now taſted and ſeen 
how gracious the Lord is, for he hath 
heard our Prayers, and granted our Re- 
queſts, and redeemed us from the Slavery 
of Sin and Death. O let not our Sted- 
faſtneſs, which is now fix d, paſs away as 


1 the 
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the Morning Cloud. Dire& and guide 
us, O Lord, with thy Holy Spirit, thy 
all-ſceing Eye, and thy heavenly Hand; 

that tho we walk thro the Valley of the 
Shadow of Death, we may fear no Evil, 
WE: thou art with us. Amen. 


Our dan O Lond. the Graces of thy 

Holy Spirit upon us. Strengthen us 
in thy Fear; confirm thy Love to our 
Souls; and at laſt give us the Inheritance 
of thy Choſen, for Chriſt his Sake, Amen. 


When all have receiv'd, you muſt forbear your 
private Devotion, and join in the publick Office. 

At the end of the Communion turn your Face to 
the Altar, and bowing your Body, fay to your ſelf; 


Mine Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation; thy 
Servant ſlall depart in Peace, GcrArdmg 
to thy Word. 
Io the King eternal, the immortal, 
- inviſible, and only wiſe God, the ever- 


_ bleſſed Trinity, be all Honour and Glory 
for evermore. 


＋ hen return home re oicin x and raiſ od, 
FE 5 wa joicing praiſing G 
Halleluj ab; Salvation be unto our Cod 
and to 851 Lamb, for . 
Bless the Lord, O my Soul, and all that | 
is within me ble eſs his hory Nane, 
"Bleſs 
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Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and forget 
| not all his Benefits. 


Who forgiveth all thine Iniquities; * ; <ho 
bealeth all thy Diſeaſes. 


Who redeemeth thy Life from Deftruc- 


tion, and crowneth thee with Mercy and 


Loving-kindneſs. 


IT will ſing unto the Lord as ng as T 
live; I will ſing Praiſe unto my God, while 


1 3 my Being. 


As ſoon as you come into your Houſe, (if Time 
will permit) or at ſome Time of the Day, retire to 


your Cloſet, ind uſe this 


Form of Prayer and J Nene 


LED Jam not worthy of that daily 
Bread, which ſuſtains the Body ; but. 


thou haſt made me Partaker of the Bread 
of Life, which came down from Heaven, 
and nouriſheth the Soul; and of which, 
whoſoever eateth, ſhall Jive for ever, How 


many, O Lord, turn a deaf Ear to all the 
preſſing Exhortations that invite them to 
partake of the holy Myſteries; and be- 


ing ruled by the Cars: and Riches, and 
Pleaſures of Life, refuſe to come. Be | 
merciful, O Lord, to all who have turned 

their Backs to thy holy Table: Fatber, 
forgive them, for they know not what they. 


4. O look mercifuſly on their Ignorance, 


and open their Eyes to ſee, and their 


H carts 
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Hearts to embrace the Things that belong 
to their Peace; and grant that they may 
earneſtly conſider, and by thy Grace re- 
turn to a better Mind. 

But, all Glory be to thee, O' gracious 
Lord, that thou haſt impreſs d a Senſe of 
my Duty upon my Mind. Praiſe the 
Lord, O my Soul, and all that is within 
me praiſe his holy Name. 


Lory be to thee, O "Py God, for 
theſe freſh. Supplies of Grace 1 have 
received at thy Hand. Glory be to thee 
for thofe comfortable Pecs thou haſt 
given me of Pardon and Forgiveneſs, 
| Glor be to thee, O'Lord God Almighty, 
for that Peace and Quiet thou haſt re- 
ſtored to my Soul; for thoſe Reſolutions 
thou haſt wrought i in me, to- perſevere 
in thy Service to the End of my Life. 
Gs. O Lord, that I may walk worthy 
of theſe Favours, and live as becomes the 
Redeemed of the ' 5 on 
| Lead me, O Lord, thro” this Vale of 
Sorrow and Dangers, and conduct me by 
the Way of Peace and Holineſs, to my 
own Home, even my heavenly Country, 


the Land of Promiſe, the Preſence and 


Enjoyment of my God, to endleſs Ages, 
Amen, n. 20 


Great 


4 -A „„ -— Eun, 
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* and glorious is thy Favour to 
1 me, O Lord, who haſt this Day 
honour'd me with the higheſt Privileges, 
Thou haſt not only fed'me with the Bread: 
of Angels, but alſo convey'd the Merits 
3 of a crucified. Saviour into my 
Bleſſing, and Glory, and Power, be unto 
him who ſitteth upon the Throne, and 
unto the Lamb for ever and ever; for he 
was ſlain, and has redeemed us with his: 
Blood. Hallelujah, Salvation is of the. 
Lord, Again, Hallelujah, Thanks be ta. 
God, for this his unſpeakable Gift in 
Chriſt Jeſu our Lord. I have taſted, and! 
ſeen this Day, that the Lord is gracious, 

and that his Mercy endureth for ever. O- 
truſt in him, all ye his People; rejoice: 
and ſhew your ſelves glad in the Lord; for 
it becometh well thoſe whom he hath 

redeem'd, to be thankful, I was unwor- 
thy to gather up the Crumbs. under his. 
Table; and yet, O Condeſcenſion, O in- 
eſtimable Mercy! my Saviour hath placed 
me among his Children; fed me with his 
Bread; ſeated me at his Banquet. with 


himſelf, and refreſh'd me with the choi-- 
ceſt of his ſpiritual Dainties. I 


And. 
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And now, dear Lord, fince I am bought 
with a Price; with the invaluable Price of 
thine own moſt precious Blood: O let 
me not loſe what is purchaſed for me, by 
returning to Impiety. Alas! I ſuſpect my 
own Weakneſs; I fear, I ſadly fear the 
Power of Satan: 1 paſſionately entreat 
thee, O divine Spirit, not to leave me to 
my ſelf, and my own deceitful Heart, 
but uphold me by thy mighty Aid. 

Protect and defend me againſt all 

Temptations, which are apt to cauſe my 
treacherous Heart to betray me to vio- 
late the Promiſes J have made. Give me 
Grace, that I may not ſtain the Soul 
which the Blood of Chrift hath waſh'd; 
nor ſell that to Satan, which Jeſus hath 
purchaſed for God. O Lord, ſubdue my 
Corruptions, vanquiſh my Fears, and 
increaſe my Charity, that fixing my 
Thoughts upon the great Advantage of 
a virtuous Life, I may grow in Grace, 
and be rich in good Works, Thus ſhall I, 
guided by thy Providence, and aſſiſted by 
thy Holy Spirit, at laſt arrive at the end 
af my Hope; and by being faithful unto 
Death, receive « Crown of Life in thy 

1 Kingdom hereafter. 


Our Father, &c. 


God + 


N 
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God the Father bleſs me; God the Son 
defend me; God the Holy Ghoſt preſerve 
me, and be with me now, and for ever- 
MST - 3 


Happy, happy Man! how f weetly and how ſeeu rely 


will you live, being waſh'd from your Sins in the Blood 
of your Saviour? You'll go about your Affairs with a 


rs Conſcience; and at all Times, and in all Places, 


afely reſt in the Boſom of Providence; and if Trou- 


bles come, your Conſcience ſpeaks Comfort to you, 
and bids you not fear any Ill, Let profligate, bold 
Sinners, ſay and do as they think fit, what is that to 
you? Do you follow God; follow the Way that leads 


to Truth. That you may do this, learn what to do 


After rereiving the holy Sacrament. 


Tis a ꝑreat, but common Fault, that many, ſoon 


after the Sacrament is over, ſlide into vicious Courſes 


again; and are not watchful to maintain and keep up 
that ſpiritual Frame of Heart which they had got, and 


brought from the divine Inſtitution. But remember, 
that all is not over as ſoon as you have receiv'd. The 
Graces which you exerciſed at the holy Table, are 


to be practiſed thro the whole Courſe of your Life. 
There is no ſtanding ſtill in Chriſtianity. If you go 
not forward, you certainly go backward: And woe 
to him, who after he has taſted the good Word of 
God, and the Powers of the World to come, ſhall 
yet fall away again, returning like a Dog to his Jamit; 


and ſhamefully yielding to thoſe very Sins which he 
ſo lately, and in fo folemn a manner, renounced, 
I ſpeak not of Infirmities, as the firſt Motions of Paſ- 
ſion,” &c, but I mean groſs Sins; as Injuitice, Un- 
cleanneſs, Drunkenneſs, Negle of God's Word and 
Sacraments, and our daily Devotion. This laſt is a 
great Sin, as beuig the beginning of all the reſt. Not 
| 5 that 


* 
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that any one of theſe great Sins is unpardonable on 
deep Repentance; but your Sins being cleans'd by 

our Saviour's innocent Blood, and you having made 

Vows of future Obedience, is an Aggravation, if you 
relapſe, and your Sorrow muft be greater. So a 
Wound badly head, may be cured, but it muſt be 
open'd again; and the Smart will be far more ex- 

uiſite than it was at firſt, In order to keep your 

If undefiled, avoid ill Company as you would the 

Plague. They may call you preciſe, and deſpiſe 
your * Life; but remember that God, your Con- 
ſcience, and all good People (the beſt * greateſt 
Judges) will praiſe you. "Therefore, as you are now 
made a new Creature, chuſe new Company, take 
new Courſes, and become a new Man. 

If you deſpiſe the Blood of Chriſt, or contemn the 
Macy of the N by a profane Life, your Portion 
will 2 with Judas, who betray'd Chriſt ; with the 
Scribes and Phariſees, who — him. ' There- 
fore if you have any Regard for the Salvation of your 
Soul, and Love for your God, any Affection for your 
bleſſed Redeemer, walk as becometh his Goſpel, love 
him with your Heart, praiſe him Wan your Tongue, 
and glorify him in your Life. 1 

If the great Deceiver fhall offer you Pleaſure, or 
Profit, ſay, Get thee behind me, 3 ; I have been 
lately at the Sacrament, and there have vow'd to 
fear God only. Forget not your Morning and 
Evening Prayer; remind your Fellow- Chriſtians of 
their Duty; for the higher you riſe in Piety here, 
_— = "Degrees of Glory {hal} you have in Heaven 

caſter, 
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Pray one Pu another, that ye ye may be bealed: 
72 he Fectual fervent 1 if 4 _—— 
zeous Man availeth much, 
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Very Diſeaſe, whether violent and 
, ſudden, or whether flower, ac- 
cording to the Declinin 5 of Age, gives 
the Soul warning to ſeek another Habi- 
tation. A Cold, a Surfeit, a foul Blood, 
and unwholſome Diet; Advice taken too 
late, or improper Phyſickx: Thefe we 
think to be the Cauſes of our Indiſpoſi- 
tion. All this may be true, but we are. 
to look higher. There is a Hand above, 
| Fl guides all theſe, that kills the Strong, 
and ſaves the Weak; that flays by we” 
an 
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and recovers from the moſt deſperate Diſ- 
caſe. O my Soul, the Finger of God is 
in all this: Tis he, with whom the Lives 
of his Servants are exceeding precious; 
tis he, in whoſe S1ght the Hairs f our 
Heads are all number d. This Thought 
will diſpoſe thee to ſay; O Lord, I con- 
ſider} that great is thy Power; therefore 
eimer muſt dread the Effects of thy An- 
that great is thy Goodneſs, I then 
fall ſweetly enjoy my ſelf under the Fa- 
vour of a reconcil'd God; that thy Wit- 
dom is infinite; I therefore humbly ſub- 
mit to thy afflicting Hand; that thy Ju- 
ſtice is inflexible, and conſequentiy tis my 
chief Concern to obtain a Pardon for thoſe 
Sins, which have juſtly provoked his 
Diſpleaſure. I know thy Loving-kind- 
neſs, and am therefore thankful under my 
preſent. Sufferings. For, tho my Paing are 
grievous to Fleſh and Blood, yet am 
certain they are ordain'd to excellent” and 
heavenly Purpoſes; and that tis uk, of 
| Kindneſs that I am afflieted. Divine Pro- 
vidence, moſt wiſe, moſt juſt and kind, 
if I am not wanting to my ſelf, will make 
all Things work together for my Good: 
How do I wonder, that the high and ho- 
ly One, who inhabits Eterni.y, ſhoulc 
humble himſelf, as to chuften us? I it 
| | not 
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EOF, a Mark of his Favour to viſit us with 


Sickneſs, in order to reclaim us? Be pa- 


; _—_ then under his fatherly Correction; 


be thankful for it. If the Means 


us ket for my Eaſe and Relief ſucceed, to 


God alone {hall be aſcrib'd the Praiſe and 
Glory. If they fail, I will humble my 


| ſelf under his mighty Hand. Happy 


ſhall I be, if the Pains of my Body ſhall 


2 tend to the Strength of my Soul. 


Almighty God, who diſpenſeth Sickneſs 20 Health, 
is often pleaſed to ſend Sickne's, that it may breed a 
deep Senſe in us, how unſteady is our Condition in 
this World, that we have no Security for a Day 
longer? Do you then, when ill, O pious Chriſtian, 
cry for Help to the great Phyſician of Body and Soul, 
*T'is he alone that can uphold and comfort your diſ- 
order'd Body, or perplex'd Mind; tis he alone can 
relieve you; to him, therefore, do you apply for Re- 
lief. Receive with all Thankfulneſs, whatever comes 
from his Hand; and believe that to be beſt for you, 
which infinite Wiſdom allots. Say, Not my Will, 


but thine, O heavenly Father, be done. 


j 


When a Diftemper firſt ſeizeth you, no Time is 
to be loſt: dn ya your Will, to prevent Contention ; 
pay your Debts; reftore ill-gotten Goods; reconcile 
avs ſelf to the World. Tf making your Will has 
n neglected hitherto, tis indiſpenſible now, when 
Death approaches. Wiſe Men ſettle all their Affairs 
in their Health. Vou muſt not injure Wiſe or Chil- 
dren, or Relations; nor Arras your Creditors; for 
if yo your laſt Act be unju can never repent of it; 
and then what a — m is to be expected, I 
dread to ſay. Of all your Goods, nothing will now 
give you Comfort, but what has been beſtow'd on the | 
K Father- 
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will do a Kindneſs to your ſelf, and entail a Bleſſing 
on your ſuryiving Family: And no eſpecially are 
you to ſhew Mercy, ſince you deſire Mercy of God. 
Let this excite. your Charity to others that ate in 
Miſery and Diſtreſs; for if Alms do: not deliver from 
Death, if the Lord doth not preſerve the Merciful, and 
keep him alive, yet he will ſtrengthen you upon the 
Bed of Languiſhing. Why do Men ſearch for re- 


mote Heirs, and aim at the Ambition of raiſing a Fa- 


mily for two or three Generations; and not rather 
build Hoſpitals for the Aged, or Schools for the In- 
ſtruction of poor Children, or ſome laſting Monument 
of Charity? And this ſhou'd not be done out of Vain- 
glory; but ſincerely, out of Love to God. We allow 
no Popiſh Merit to Alms, and pretend not to pur- 
chaſe Heaven with them; yet we know what Bleſ- 
fings are promis d to Charity, which ſurely ought to 
be exercis d, when Men are going out of the World. 


of your Soul ſo far, chat he may be enabled to acquaint 


vate Friend may adviſe, and pray privately for you, 
and with you in your Sickneſs, yet you cannot have 
ſo much Comfort from his Prayer, as from thoſe of 
a Prieſt, becauſe he is the very Perſon God has choſen 


hears that any Perſon in his Pariſh is very ill, goes 
into his Study or ſome private Place, and moſt hum- 
bly and earneſtly prays for this ſick and: afflicted Ser- 
vant; whether he is ſick in Body, or troubſed in 
Mind, or in Conſcience. But this is not enough, you 
muſt immediately ſend for him, and adviſe with him 


and his Fatherly Compaſſion make it a Delight to in- 
| 1198 you what muſt be done, to have —. 8 


lectuals are clouded, and your Diſeaſe prevails too > 


Fatherleſs and Widows, or any uſeful Charity. Alms | 


Send to your ſpiritual Guide, open to him the State 
you, what Meaſures mult be taken. And tho a pri- 


for this Employment. Your Paſtor, whenſoever he 


in this critical JunQure,, His Learning will direct, 


ſeal'd for all your Sins. Do this before your Intel- 


\ 
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Be not ſo lilly, as the greateſt part of Country People 

are, who look on the Miniſter, in the Time of Sick- 
neſs, as the certain Forerunner of Death. *Tis the 
Fault of Thouſands, who defer till the laſt; and when 


tis to little or no Purpoſe, the Paſtor is call'd ina 


hurry, anda few Prayers are ſaid over the Sick, and 
God only knows what becomes of his Soul. . 

Alas! to prepare a Man for his Change is no eaſy 
Task; the Clergyman muſt aſſiſt, adviſe, and hre, | 
he muſt reprove, rebuke, and exhort; at laſt, he muſt 
give Abſolution, and the Sacrament of the Body and 
Blood of our Lord. We know that the Lord's Supper 
is eſteem'd a neceſſary Comfort for Chriſtians near 
their Departure. In the primitive Church it was 
carefully adminiſter'd to the Sick: It ſeals, to the 
Worthy, the Remiſſion of Sins, and pars, them 
againſt the Terrors of Death. Be prepa d for this 
Sacrament in good time, before your bete Bath 
brought you too low. Tis a fad Stupidity to defer 
this'high Duty ti 1 the Death-bed mi us of it; 

but it is better to begin with this Sacrament in the 
laſt Hour, than die — ever receiving it. If you 
cannot procure a grave Divine to comfort you in this 
Agony, uſe the Office for the Sick in the Common 
Prayir Book; or, The Rule of Holy Dying, The Duty 
of Man, &c. that the Soul being clear'd of all Defile- 
| mY may go out oft the Body full of Hope and Joy. | 


«phi Se, ꝛuben you are Ack, 


9 Moſt bleſſed and gracious God, Cha 3 
only canſt heal the Sick, look down 
with Pity on me, thy moſt unworthy 
Creature, who am but Duſt and Aſhes, 
and who have made my ſelf ſinful Duſt 
and Aſhes: I moſt 5 beſeech thee, 
for Jeſus Chriſt his lake, — accept of my 
K 2 


un- 


196 SICKNESS. 
unfeigned Sorrow for. all my Sins paſt. 
Be pleaſed to grant me a longer Continu- 
ance in this World, that I may have a 
longer time to work out my Salvation, and 
do more 'Gogd to the Glory of thy great 
Name: Or, it this Sickneſs ſhall be a Sick- 
neſs unto Death, give me a great and god- 
ly Sorrow, and Patience, that I may quiet- 
ly, meekly, and humbly, reſign my Will 
to ww Will; that when I depaft out of 
this Valley of Tears, I may enjoy the Com 
pany of Saints departed, in all Joy and 
Happineſs, for ever and ever. Amen. 
In uſing Help of Phyſicians, you muſt look up to 
| (God for his Bleſſing. Rely not on their Skill and 
Medicines, ,more than upon the Goodneſs and Power 
of God: Their Labours are vain, if God doth not 
give them Succeſs; and their Promiſes are vain, if he 
doth not ratify them by his Providence. However, 
we are to call in their Aſſiſtance; for, ſays the Son of 
Sirach, Eccluſ. 38. 12. Give place ta the Püyſician, 
for the Lord hath created him. = 0 
When jou or your Family take Phyſck. 
Thou great Phyſician of Souls, who 
| haſt N Pans for the Reco- 
very of Health, give a Bleſſing to the Re- 
medies now uſed, that my Pains may be 
eaſed, and my Health reſtored; that I may 


not yet die, but live and declare the Work 


of the Lord. And grant I may never forget 
the V.ows 1 NOW make ; but that as gd 


8. 10 K N E 8 I” TYY - 

Days ire lengthened,” my Virtues: may 

increaſe; that I may never ceaſe to adore 

thee, my God, white IJ have my Being 
which' I beg for the ſake of my dear Re- 
Aer Jeſus Chrift,. Anen. 


FV you recover. fo 


"ILY then Preſerver of Health, who 
Juſtly mighteſt have ſnatch d me 
haſtily out of this World, but haſt in 
Mercy ſpared me, while many are ſur- 
ized in the midſt of their Sins, and 
banted away to everlaſting Miſery: O 
give me a thankful Heart, that witl joy- 
ful Lips I may ferye'thee faithfully, and 
el thy Goodneſs all the Remainder 


of my Life, through Jain: Chriſt "my 
Lord; Amen. 


If Dan A * i 1 your De- 
Boop e'your Thanks and Praiſe: Thou wert 
_ haſteninglte hy Regions of tlie Dead; but the Lord 
Road by thee, and favigthee,,, Take care this Grace 
8 beſt ſtow at in vain. If you do hot amend your 
Niere the more will be your Sins here, and your 
Torments hereafter: Every Mercy, every Eſcape, 
muſt, e for 11 and tliat N is 8 ; 
| ully, a ae 2 Curie, and not 
Bins 5 Let Then the Kin indnefles 755 Lord be 
er 


ever a your Mouth: your r am aright, 
aud live to him who*hath dome jo great Things for you. 


Be not like harden'd Wretches, who, as ſoon as their 
Health is confirm'd, return to their old Vices. Fhink 


„ on 
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en the Vows you made when you was in Trouble, 

and let them influence the Remainder of your Life, 
Þ graciouſly reſtor d to you. : | 

tf your 8 chneſs encreaſes, and your Re- 
„ FQUery 1s almoſt hepeleſs. 


GOD, who art infinite in Power, 
Compaffion, and Goodneſs, look 
down from Heaven upon me a miſerable 
Sinner, who lying under thy Hand in 
continua Pain, fly to thee alone for Help 
and Comfort. Let me look by Faith be- 
yond this Vale of Tears and Miſery, to 
that happy Place, which has no Pain or 
Grief. 1 know nothing is impoſſible 
with thee; and that thou canſt raiſe me 
up, even yet, and wilt certainly do it, if 
it be beſt for me, and therefore I humbly E 
ſubmit all unto thy wiſe Diſpoſal : But 
this Sickneſs ſeems to be for Death, there- 
fore help me carefully to examine my Life 
paſt, and in Patience to poſſeſs my. Soul; 
that thro! all my Tribulations I may enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven. 


6 a Friend or Net 'ghbour i is  ſurpriz's 4 and 
dies ſuddenly. 


HE Lord hath ſuatch'd out of de 
World, without Warning, my Friend, 
[annie the Perſon] and ſurpriz d him in the 
midſt of his Sins. O what Dangers are 
bs we 
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wie hourly in, ſeeing that in the midſt of 
Life we are in Death! Wiſe ſhall I be, 
if I am always prepared for my latter End. 
This fad Accident I deferv'd; but the 
Lord ſpared me; Tam not undone, be- 
cauſe the Lord was merciful. O grant 
that I may never diſoblige ſo much Good- 
neſs, by returning to a wicked Life; but 
may obey thy Will in all Things: and it 
ſhall be thy Glory to have ſaved. my Soul 
from Death Temporal and Eternal. O 
merciful Father, I will from my Heart 
aſcribe to the God of my Salvation, all 
* Thanks, and Love, through the 
who Remainder of oy Life, 1 48 


If you, ar. any Friend, are in "ana of 
725 by any ſore T rouble of Mind. 


7 Blefſe :d: Lord God, who only canſt 
heal a wounded Spi rit, uphold and 
comfort my weak and deſected Mind; 
deliver me from all thoſe Perplexitits 
with which Jam ſo tormented, and fore 
lett and hinder'd in the. Courſe of my 
Chriſtian a, which I am not able 
to prevent, eliſt: J befeech thee, 
bleſſed std hear my Compl Air ts, ; 
and take away his! Plague from me, that 
being reſtored to à quict, eaſy, chearful 
Frame of Mind, I may ſerve "thee! with 


K 4 more 
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more Delight i in the Duties of my hea- 
venly Calling. Lord, Bear this Prayer, 
which in Anguiſh of Spirit 1 make unto 
thee, for the Merits of bim who was 
A Man of Sorrow, and. acquainted with 
Grief, wy Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who 
reigns with the Father and. the Holy 
_ Ghoſt, one God, World without End. 
Amen. 9 


If. any of 5 your Famih, your Pw; &c. 
i taken from you by Death. 


O wales Lord of Life and Doh 7 
by the Order of whoſe Providence 
my — Friend is departed; aſſiſt me 
with thy Holy Spirit, that I may with 


an humble, patient, and even thankful 


Heart, bear this heavy Loſs; grant that 
it may awaken me to a careful Perfor- 
mance of my Duty, that I may always 


+ love, honour, and obey, and put ,my 
"whole Truſt in thee, who art better than 
all the Friends and Comforts in the 


World ; that when I depart out of this 
Valley of Tears, I may enjoy the Com- 
| pany of my departed Friend, with the 
Prophets and Apoſtles in Bliſs and Glory, 
| for ever and ever, | 


* 
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If you are diſordered by being ſlandered, re 
viled and perſecuted, for doing your. Duty. 


J7ERE thy charitable Labours, dear- 
eſt Jeſu, maliciouſly ſlandaf' d: ad 
ſhall not I bear this Repreach 7 ® Thou, 
Lord, who knoweſt my Heart, knoweſt 
my Innocence. Therefore, O kind Re- 
deemer, ſtrengthen with thy Grace my 
fainting Spirit, that I may be enabled to 
bear theſe wrongful Cenſures, and. ill 
Treatment. I render not Evil for Evil, 
nor Railing for Railing, but give place un- 
to Mratbh. O convince my Adverſaries of 
their Crimes; reſtrain their Wrath, and 
turn their Hearts. Lord, forgive me my 
Sins, as I forgive my Enemies: then, tho 
I ſuffer now, I ſhall hereafter reign with 
Chriſt; and all the falſe Accuſations be 
fore the Bar of Men, ſhall be changed 
into Commendation at the Tribunal f 
Chriſt; where all Tears ſhall be wiped 
from my Eyes, and my merciful judge 
ſhall ſmilingly ſay, Well done, good and 


— * 
. ; 


faithful Servant, enter into the Foy of 


5 | | r 

1 1f Troubles of any kind afſntt t. 
Gracious God, who for wiſe Ends. 
art pleaſed to ſend Afflictions, to- 


awaken: 


— 
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awaken us out of the Lethargy wherein 
the Pleaſures of Sin enchain us; and rouſe 
us up to think on Death and Eternity: 
Adored for ever, be thy gracious. Provi- 
dence, which by this ſevere Method 
kindly. forceth us to mind the great Con- 
cern of fitting our Souls for Heaven. 
Mercifully grant to me, thy Servant, that 
I be not caſt down, but rather anſwer the 
Deſign of thy Goodneſs, in calling me to 
Newneſs of Life. This Trouble, tho“ 
ſecmingly ſevere, I thankfully ſubmit to. 
My Self, my Soul, my Eftate, and all 
Tam, or have, I freely reſign to thee, 
Draw up my Heart towatds Heaven, 
where I hope to be, when thou ſhalt call 
me hence, there to fing thy Praiſes with 
inceſſant Joys in the Company of all thy 
Suints and holy Angels. Amen, Amen. 
Aſter this Prayer, continue Enceling, and ſay one 
of the Penttential Pſalms; as, ©, 32, 38, 51, 102, 
130, 142. | ine 


—— — — em 


\ICKNESS being the uſual Forerunner of 

| O De, as Death is of Judgment, when you 

will be doom'd to an unalterable State, 'I cannot 

diſmiſs this Subject, tilt I have been a little more par- 

ticular, as becomes ſo great, ſo important an Occa- 

fon. Having alſo obſerv'd with Sorrow, how flow, 

Country People are to make their Peace with God: 

But do you, whilſt you are able, look into Jer, 
| A a 


and ſtrictly examine how your Accounts ſtand; ſee if 
all Things are even between Heaven and you. All 
your Thoughts, Words and Works, will appear to 
an impartial Judge, who will give a Sentence that 
cannot be reverſed. Not Wit, or Power; not 
Friends, or Riches, ſhall avail any thing. Imagine 
to your ſelf, that you are ſoon to be brought before 
the All-ſeeing God, incompaſſed with Millions of 
glorious Saints and Angels; that Satan and your own 
Conſcience accuſe you, and you expect a miſerable . 
Eternity. This Contemplation ſhould, methinks, 
make the moſt obdurate Heart relent, and excite th 
Sinner to endeavour a Reconciliation with the juſtly 
_ offended Majeſty of Heaven, If you neglect the 
precious Time, when you are firſt taken ill, depend 
upon it, that the Devil, who is vigilant, cunning, 
and powerful, will not loſe the leaſt Opportunity, 
Eis Fury is raging, when you draw to your latter 
End, becauſe he knoweth that he hath but a ſhort - 
Time. This Adverſary, who has a thouſand Ways 
to deceive, will ruin you eternally, if God does not 
protect and defend you. Therefore, ſeek unto God; 
unto God's Will commit your Cauſe. _ 
Firſt, | Ask thy Soul, what Abuſes of Health thou 
haſt been guilty of, if thou haſt not neglected God and 
Heaven too much, and been too careful about this pre- 
ſent World. Ask, whether thou haſt not omitted 
his Worſhip and Sacraments? Whether theſe have 
not been frequented in a cold and formal Manner? 
Secondly, See if you have injured your Neighbour, 
f you have hurt his Soul by ill Advice, or ill Ex- 


Thirdly, Turn your Eyes inward on your ſelf: Set 
before them the black Catalogue, and humbly uſe the 
Litany, p. 163. the Collects; eſpecially on Death and 
Judgment, Heaven and Hell, p. 115, &c. God being 
Wiſe and Holy, Juſt and Righteous, you may con- 
elude. that your Sickneſs is ſent, tor 7 ot, 1h 


5 
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2. To prove your Faith. 


5 5 To reform, and amend. your Life. 1 ; 


old, were Examples to encourage others to, Patience 


and "Reſignation. Had they been always healthy, 


proſperous, and rich, they could not have ſnewn how 
much they were able to ſuffer for the Sake of God. 
Let not, e a diſtemper'd Stomach, the Scorch- 
ings of a Fever, the ſevere Pains of Cholick, Gout, 


or Stone, tempt you to unbecoming Murmurings and 


Impatience. Think that to be beſt, which infinite 
Wiſdom hath allotted; and let the Sickneſs and An+ 
uiſh of your Body, wean vou from all inordinate 


Love of Riches and Pleaſures of this Life, , So will 
God be glorified, .and others encouraged by your quiet 
Behaviour in the Days of your Trial. 


2. A ſecond Deſign of your Sickneſs is to exerciſe | 


your Falth, | The faithful and brave Heroes, Heb,11. 
refuſed to be courted. by any Flatteries,; or terrified 


with Threats, to deſert the Cauſe of God, believing, 


that he would ſupport and reward them. God ſends 
you this Sickneſs, that you may have an Opportunity 
of ſhewing, your Faith before Men here, that he may 
crown your Faith before Angels hereafter. 
3. Sickneſs is ſent to reclaim you from a vicious 
Life. When all Things go ſmoothly on, bow apt are 
Men to be betray'd into Sin? And therefore God, 
rich in Mercy, afflicts the Body to cure the Soul, 
Have you not, in time of Health, abus'd yqur Strength 
to Luxury, to Luſt, Gluttony, or Drunkenneſs ? 
God now puniſhes you in the Fleſh, which you ſin- 
RS. xn ed 
Have you not immoderately purſued the Riches 
and Glories of the World, while your Soul was diſ- 


regarded? God now convinces you by theſe Sorrows, | 


that they cannot give you the leaſt Comfort. Have 
| | you 


$2 2 your Patience. 9 of 
X ö 
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-you not wanted Compaſſion to the Sick? You are 
now taught what the Diſeas'd ſuffer, that you may 
have Pity on the Helplefs. © Have you not neglected 
Holy Duties; daily Prayer, religiouſly obſerving the 
Lord's Day, receiving the Holy Sacrament? God 
ſaw that nothing but Pains or Agonies would excite 
you to a Performance of theſe Holy Offices, Without 
which you cannot work "out your Satugtionn,, N 
then, if your Sickneſs makes you better, more holy 
and patient, if it increaſes your Faith, this will make 
ou dearer to God, and will ſet you forward in your 
Way to Heaven, They who have no Sorrow in the 
World are Children of this World; they are loy'd © 
by the World; they delight in nothing elſe. But 
theſe bold Sinners are not deſign'd to merit Heaven. 
Since therefore earthly Happineſs is all they are like to 
enjoy, God in Anger gives them temporal Bleflings. 
Beſides, the Captain of your Salvation was not made 
perfect without Sufferings. If therefore you expect 
a Part in his Triumph, you muſt not murmur to 
follow your glorious Leader thro? Tribulation. 
Thus when you have ſettled your worldly Affairs 
juſtly, have been charitable to the Needy, examin'd 
and try'd your Ways, had the Benefit of Abſolution, 
and receiv'd the Holy Sacrament, and done all that 
poſſibly could be done to qualify your ſelf for your 
heavenly Father's Pardon, you may, with Joy, think 
on your Diſſolution. Death indeed will at firſt look 
frightful and amazing; tis a violent Separation of old 
Companions, Soul and Body; but then your Pardon 
being ſealed, the King of Terrors is ftripp'd of his 
diſmaying Ghaſtlineſs. You then, pious Peaſant, 
| ſhall walk through the Valley of the Shadow of 
Death, and fear no Evil. Lou look forward at the 
bright Scene of Glory and Immortality, ſwiſt as a 
Flaſh of quickeſt Lightning ſhall you, on the Wings 
of Angels, fly to the general Aſſembly of the Saints, 
to the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect; there ſhall 
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you receive the Things which God hath prepared for 
ou; Things which your Eye never ſaw, nor your 
Ear heard, nor the Tongue of Men is able to expreſs. 
There your Portion ſhall be with Abraham, Iſaac, 
and Jacob, with the Prophets and Apoſtles, with 
Martyrs, and all the holy Saints in the Kingdom of 
God, to eternal Ages. Amen, Amen. 
But they who have lid in ſuch an woprepar'd State 
of Soul, as that they are afraid to die and appear be- 
ſore the Judgment Seat; if they are cut off in the 
midſt of their ſinful Folly, and expire with their Sins 
unpardoned; the very Thoughts of Death will ſtrike 
them with Horror and Amazement. The ſharp Pains 
of Body the departing; Sinner feels, make him wiſh 
to die; but the more torturing Pains of his awaken'd 
Conſcience, make him dread it. Thus the dying 
Impenitent is rack'd and tortur'd between contrary 
Deſires; the guilty Agonies of his Mind are more 
piercing than all the convulſive Severities of his Diſ- 
eaſe. He, as it were, foretaſtes Hell before Death; 
and after the Change, his departed Soul ſhall be bur- 
ried by wicked Spirits to the Manſions of the Damned, 
to the Seats of Horror and Deſpair ; where Satan, 
who tempted him to Deſtruction, ſhall grinningly 
ſcoff now his. Calamity-is come upon him. There 
ſhall the poor Sinner weep and wail, and gnaſh his 
Teeth, and curſe the Day in which he was born. 
Sae the Meditation on-Death,' p. 115. ME 
The holy. Jeſus, who by his Death has overcome 
Death, grant that when you ceaſe to live with Men, 
you may live with God, and converſe with all the 
bleſſed Society aboye. Amen. 
At the Hour of Death, and in the Day of Judg- | 
ment, good Lord deliver your” e 
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J you, pious Countryman, bare any e for 

your Happineſs here and hereafter, devoutly uſe 
theſe Elevations of Soul; and every Day while you 
are guided by them, you'll feel more and 101 of 
their powerful Efficacy. 

Earneſtly pray, that the Holy Ghoſt, the bom 
of all inward Corruption, and Healer of all ſpiritual 
Wounds, would kindle ſuch a Flame in your Breaſt, 
as would. burn up all the Droſs; your gracious God 
hath promiſed not to break the bruiſed Reed, nor nor 
quench the ſmoaking Flax. 115 

Upon your ſincere Repentance, he wil relieve 
heal, and comfort you; for if your Sins have been 
great, his Mercy is greater. And tho! at preſent you 
ſeem cold and heavy in God's Service; yet by daily 
Practice your Spirits will revive and break forth into 
Ecſtacies of Delight; and then, O bleſſed happy 
Change | this is a high Favour, worthy of God to 
give, and happy for you to find; the Byaſs of your 
wrong ſet Mind will be chang'd, and a happy re- 
ligious Turn entirely given to your Heart. New 
I houghts, new Words, new Actions, will be pro- 
duced; in ſhort, you'll be a perfect new Man. Then 
J cannot find Words to deſcribe the Joys and Tranſ- 
ports of your Soul. But you are entangled, you ſay, 
in the Cares of this Life, and cannot be at Leiſure 
for theſe holy Exerciſes, But I anſwer, your Trea- 
ſures in Heaven, if you are wiſe, will be your greateſt 
Concern, : 

You perhaps have long indulg'd your ſelf in Co- 
vetouſneſs, Luſt, Drunkenneſs, or ſome foul and 


{enſual Vice and ſo the Auſterities of N 
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and looking into your on Breaſt, ſeem terrible; but 
X you have contracted Inclinations to Evil, which 
are difficult to conquer, you muſt thank your ſelf 
for bringing on you this unneceſſary Trouble. But 
without making your Peace with God, you cannot 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. And know, that 
one Hour in Hell Flames, is more intolerable than 
Years of ſorrowing for S in. 
Good Impreſſions therefore early made on a tender 
Breaſt, being of the laſt Importance toward a vir- 
tuous Life, and happy Death; I cannot, before 1 
- conclude, but addreſs my fell, = 
AJ. To Parents and Guardians. 
2. To young People. 


1. To Parents and Guardians. Tf Children com- 
mitted to your Charge are ſhewn, that they are not 
; born fax this, but for another and better World; if 
their Minds have been ſeaſoned with theſe, or the like 
Prayers and Ejaculations, they are ſafe, being ſo well 
 arm'd againſt all Temptations of the Fleſh, the World, 
and the Devil. They'll live with Comfort, die in 
Peace, and riſe in Glory, But if you have ſhame- 
fully neglected to bring them 20 in the Fear of the 
Lord, their Blood will be requir'd at your Hands. 
2. To young People. You are now in the Bloom 
of your Age, entering into the Affairs of Life, and, 
tis ſuppos d, have not yet been guilty of any enor- 
mous Sin; 'tis now in your Power, by a little Care 
and Reſolution, to ſave your ſelves the Trouble of a 
long Repentance, and never feel the Miſery of living 
in any known Sin: Your Innocence is in a great 
meaſure unſpotted and clear; your Conſciences are 
now at Peace, all is quiet and calm within, and you 
have no need of ſhedding any Tears, but Tears of 
Joy! But if you by vile Companions ſhall be drawn off 
from your Duty, and enter into a vicious Courſe of 
Life, ſad and miſerable will be the Conſequence! You 
N may 
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may never think of returning; or, if you do, not de- 
fire it; and then you are undone to all Eternity. 
And when you are ſerious, ſick, or on your Death- 
bed, you will paſſionately cry out; O that I had ne- 
ver gone. aſtray |, O that I could hape my. Innocence 
gagain! I would not part with that {weet divine bea- 
venly Companion, ſor all the Pleaſures and Glories 
of the whole Würd. . 
Lis to be hoped that your Parents. and Relations 
have walked before you with a.perſe&t Heart; uſing! 
their beſt Endeavours, that all committed to their 
Charge, may keep the Way of the Lord; that their 
Children might be the Children of the moſt High,- 
and that their Servants might be the Servants of their 
| heavenly Maſter, and taught in a ſerious grave Man- 
ner, how to paſs through this dangerous Werd. Let 
not the Pain, the Prayers, and Tears of your tender 
Parents be loſt, Think on all the Troubles they 
have undergone, and with what Care and Anxiety 
they labour'd to make you happy. Think what in- 
ward Joy *twill be to them, if you anſwer their pious 
re; and prove Comforts to them, and an Orna- 
ment to all that are round about them. Think that 
the Eyes of all are fix d upon you: But what is more, 
that God, who. fills all Places with his Preſence, 
beholds your every AQion,. and how can you com- 
mit any Indecenty in the Sight of your Lord and 
you r Judge ? II you live viciouſly, your Judge will 
not be your: Adyocate, but your Accuſer, 

. You now being gay and youthful, may turn a deaf 
Ear to all theſe Perſuaſives; but remember, that old 
Age will quickly find you, and bow your Strength 
down to the Grave; then your Fields and Stores muſt” 
be left behind you. Then muſt you take leave of all 
you have toil'd for, of all your Friends, and what- 
ever is dear and valuable to you; only your good 
Works ſhall faithfully go with you beyond the Grave. 
If you have labour'd to * your Calling and Elec- 
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tion ſure, and are prepared for the Change, O well 
is it with you, and happy ſhall you be! For you ſhall 
go from this World of Miſery, to the. Paradiſe of the 
Bleſſed ; the Abodes where the Faithful reſt from all 
their Labours, In this delightful Place ſhall ye reſt 
and rejoice in perfect Peace and Quiet, and be enter- 
tain'd with ſuch tranſcendent Delights, as mer only 
can deſcribe, who are ſo happy as to enjoy. | 
That you may truly labour to make your Calling ; 
ſure, and be always prepar'd for a happy Change; 
that at the general Reſurrection, you and I may hear 
our Saviour's joyful Voice, Come ye bleſſed of my Fa- 
ther, come, and enter into the Joy” of your Lord; 
I beg for the Merits of our Redeemer ; to whom, 
with the Father, and the Holy Spirit, be aſcribed all: 
Honour and Glory, and humble Adoragion, on 
forth and. for evermore.. 


Bleſſed , are. they that die in 1 the Ends for their Wirks 
Joie. they, and Hs "of wow and Labours. (EI 
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oO OK down, O Lord, and pity the unhappy State f 


poor deluded Mankind?! I cannot but tremble,” æuben 
Lſee noble Creatures endued with Rea ſen, deal in mthing,” 
 relifh notbing but Diver fion. and Folly.'' Alas] they ſtem 10 
lay -afide all Care for the Soul, and expend all upon” the. 

Body; yet how full of: Art and Contrivance. are theſe very 
Perſons to procure Lands, "Riches and Pleaſure? While 
every Proſpect of a Chriſtian, whoſe Ends are noble, and 
the Effect of true Wiſdom, die upon their Hands. Their 
Hearts are grown fo hard, that the Terror of God's Fudge 
ment, the Fear of the laft great Account, the Dread of an 
irreverſible Sentence, thoſe Eyes from which nothing is bid: 
the inflexible Fuftice of a Fudge, upon whom 1 Digue 
can paſs; all theſe frightful Conſiderations, which the. 
_ Chriſtian Faith repreſents to them, haue not a due Effect. 
O bleſſed Spirit, who didſt change a perſecuting. Phariſes 
into a glorious Diſciple, firike thy regardleſs F outs with 
Fear and Trembling; vit their Hearts, repleniſh them 
with thy ſacred: Inſpirations, enflame their Afechions, and 
Santtify all the Faculties of their Souls, that they may know, 
and love, and do the Things that" belong to their everlaſiing 
Peace. Bleſs and 75 er O'fatred Spirit, all ſubordinate 
Works for the good of thy Serwantt ;.e]petially this preſent 
Performance, "and tet thoſe who forichfly uſe it, find Thee 
coming into their ; Hearth, . i 1 Fe, Liſtuence of iy 
Grace, engaging thing d a Virtue as their daily 
Exerciſe. ep them from ail Evil, from all Enemies, 
viſible and invifible, in the Mercies of God the Father, 
in the Merits 4 God the Son, in the Grace of the Holy 
Ghoſt; to which blefſed and 2 Trinity, be all Ho. 
wur and Gli, Power, Might and Dominion, in all the. 


Churches of the Saints, from this Time forth, and for euer. 
more, Amen. | 
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